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Editorial 


“What do we want? ANIMAL LIBERATION! When do we want it? NOW! Are we going to get it? YES! Are we going to fight for it? YES!” These 
are words heard shouted at many an animal rights demonstration. Unfortunately, shouting it doesn’t make it real, nor does wishing it. Acting 
on it might, but that isn’t so easy, as many a tired campaigner knows. 


| began my campaigning for the rights of animals 
when the movement was in its embryonic stages. 
At that time, the mindset amongst campaigners 
was very different to what it is today — it was 
fuelled by the belief that we were an unstoppable 
force and the desire to achieve change NOW, not 
in some distant future. Demos were attended by 
the thousands, not the hundreds we are more 
likely to see today, or worse, the handful of die- 
hard activists outnumbered by the public doing 
their high street shopping. 


Past editorials have touched on the subject of 
image often being as important as action in the 
fight to achieve animal rights and indeed being 
inextricably linked. Part of that image-making 
process is to demonstrate what a powerful force 
we can be - we cannot expect to be taken 
seriously when all we can muster at a demo is 
sometimes a handful of campaigners - animal 
abuse establishments targetted will hardly be 
threatened! It merely facilitates the efforts of the 
opposition to brand us “cranks” and “extremists” 
on the fringes of society. The media are fond of 
labelling us as socially inadequate individuals 
who have nothing better to do with their lives than 
cause trouble for the rest of society — well, if 
we're going to cause upheaval, surely they should 
be statements to remember, rather than 
whisperings of dissent, which is what poor 
attendances amount to. 


The message we get very firmly across from 
readers and people we meet is that there is a real 
sense of dismay that we are not a cohesive force, 
that we cannot muster up the determination and 
the enthusiasm to become more effective by 
showing a united front in the face of the animal 
abuse industries that endlessly torture and 
murder animals in the name of society. And lets 
face it, nothing any of us have experienced can 
possibly compare to the daily, unrelenting 
suffering experienced by animals the world over 
beyond the fences of vivisection laboratories, the 
walls of slaughterhouses etc. We want surely to 
be more than just a minor irritation - a thorn in the 
sides of these establishments - we want-to be 
their Nemesis! To some extent, it may be true that 
while the movement was in its first flush of youth, 
people were driven by the idea that animal rights 
could be achieved NOW; certainly, we should all 
be fighting to achieve it in the present, even if it's 
unlikely that we will do so, but in reality, we, rather 
like the first vegans who paved the way for us in 
consciousness-raising, are pioneers paving the 
way for future generations to continue the 
struggle; we are a part of something really big 
that aims to change the very way humans 
perceive the world and their place in it. It's a tall 
order, and there's bound to be resistance. 


Being a part of those adrenalin-filled first few 
years which were fuelled by the certainty that we 
were an unstoppable force was heady and pretty 
amazing — things were happening all the time, but 
when change failed to materialise, the optimism 
gave way to disillusionment in many. Others, who 
had been sucked into the vortex of energy that 
was the animal rights movement, drifted away 
from the phenomenon that had lost its ‘PC’ 
sparkle and gradually went back to their old 
carnivorous ways, having never truly understood 
the philosophy. 


It's a mistake to fall into the trap of thinking that 
everything back then was great; the old adage ‘in 
the good old days’ never really stands up to close 
scrutiny, whether its us or our grandparents 
delivering it! Its true to say that at that time, we 
didn't really think beyond tomorrow, whereas 
campaigns today are far more refined and strate- 
gically planned for the longer term. All this is part 
of a huge learning curve which enables us to 
grow and develop and constantly redefine 
ourselves as a movement. The natural order of 
things is that they go in peaks and troughs — 
obviously, one would prefer to always be peaking. 
In order for us to reach this stage faster, our 
efforts have to be quadrupled and we must each 
of us assess our personal commitment to the 
cause. If we are not giving it 100%, then we're 
simply not giving it enough — this isn’t a hobby, it’s 
a way of life that we've all chosen. We KNOW it's 
a better way of life for us, for the animals and for 
the planet, so isn't it worth fighting for? And if it 
is, then lets start with giving 100% support to 
SHAC, Newchurch Guinea Pigs, to the anti-fur 
campaigns, the anti-hunt campaigns, etc. and see 
them through till they're won. The sooner we see 
that happen, the sooner we can move on to the 
next obstacle. Without all of us doing everything 
in our power, animals will continue to die, and 
their plight worsen from year to year, while the 
message of the animal abusers spreads to 
hitherto untouched regions and convinces yet 
more people that its OK to have complete 
dominion over all life on earth and do with it what 
one pleases. The ramifications of that attitude are 
widely manifest. 


A woman from Germany attended the recent 
SHAC demo in Cambridge; she had made the 
journey to this country specifically to demonstrate 
against HLS alongside her British colleagues 
even though she spoke very little English. 
Another woman in her seventies made the trip 
from Belgium to attend the Punk concert in 
memory of Barry Horne on April 7th, where she 
mixed with characters completely outside the 
realm of experience of life in her sleepy Belgian 
village. Nervous about attending the event she 


had nevertheless come to honour Barry's 
memory, and the sacrifice he made in the name 
of animal rights. Such dedication is phenomenal, 
but not unique in the movement; what is clear is 
that despondency and “battle fatigue” are largely 
to blame for inadequate attendance at 
demonstrations. Sure, its easy to feel powerless 
in the face of so many obstacles and such slow 
change, but we have only to look at past history 
to see that we have won battles and will continue 
to do so. Getting our numbers visibly out onto the 
streets again is an essential part of this process 
and supporting campaigns like SHAC and the 
Newchurch Guinea Pigs will do much to speed it 
up. 


If we choose to sit back and meekly wait for 
change to come along, then we are colluding with 
the liars and the system that perpetuates the 
suffering of animals; a refusal to collaborate is 
the first. step towards altering ones mindset — 
standing up and being counted is the next. The 
rest is easy — think of yourself as being one 
among many thorns in the side of the status quo 
that allows these atrocities (which have long lost 
the power to shock the public) to continue. 
Nemesis - its what we're after for this corrupt 
system that allows their continuation. 


Many of the fables of Aesop have pertinent 
wisdoms to divulge, not least the story of the Lion 
and the Gnat in which the gnat goes out to show 
that he has power equal to that of the lion by 
stinging him in a hundred places until the lion is 
vanquished. Story over? No - the triumphant gnat 
gets careless and ends up in a spider's web. 
There are two lessons here: the first is that those 
feared most by enemies are often the smallest; 
the second is that we shouldn't get complacent 
over one victory, when there is so much out there 
left undone. We are a MASS MOVEMENT for 
change, growing stronger every day, and like the 
gnat in the story, we can strike in a hundred 
places — we just have to believe that we have the 
power, Power isn't just about strength — its about 
being cunning, about having dogged determina- 
tion and an unflinching certainty that what one 
believes in is right; in the end, it's a toss up 
between profit and morality. The article on SHAC 
in this issue illustrates this point aptly: were we 
not making a difference, counter measures would 
not be used by the opposition, nor would the 
government be stepping in to bail out companies 
like Huntingdon. They are hurting, and when your 
enemy hurts, that’s the time to strike. In our war, 
‘Right is Might'- which side would YOU prefer to 
be on? 


Editor 


Animals, Jigs 
& Videotape 


An Animal Rights Investigator’s Story 


There are those in the movement who regard undercover investigators with an element of suspicion and condemn them for not 
intervening when they see an animal being brutalised. The truth of the matter is that without the evidence gained by these people, 
campaigners would not have the ammunition to stand their ground against the the animal abuse industry. It takes an enormous amount 
of courage and strength of will to be able to stand silent while seeing an animal being tortured or killed if you truly care but believe that 
your presence there is for a greater good. The toll on individuals in this line of work can be heavy and they do it often at great personal 
cost; we should commend those among them whose genuine compassion compels them to take this route, and we should remember 
that past campaigns and those like SHAC today have been given enormous leverage through information acquired by such means. The 
account below by one individual recalls how his life was shaped by events which culminated in his becoming a professional investigator. 


s | looked down from my post on the goat 

“mountain” which | was engaged in cleaning, | 
could see the bears “dancing”, which was how 
parents described the bears’ stereotypic 
behaviour to their concerned children; at no time 
was it clearer to me than at that moment that it 
was time for a change. 


The only thing | had wanted my entire life was to 
work with animals and | thought the best way to 
get really close to them was to become a 
zookeeper. | left school early to work at a small 
Zoo in Warwickshire, but within six months | was 
back at school. | had become increasingly 
disenchanted with the way the animals were 
being kept and finally quit the job along with a co- 
worker after discovering that the owner was using 
an air gun to move chimpanzees from one cage 
to another. Soon after | walked out, the zoo was 
closed down. At school, | completed my exams 
but | still believed that zoos were my vocation. | 
put my past experiences down to bad luck, 
convinced that a larger zoo would not have the 
problems | had witnessed in Warwickshire, so | 
was thrilled when a letter came through from 
London Zoo informing me that my job application 
had been accepted and that | was assigned 
keeper to the bears, sea lions, seals and 
mountain goats. 


Within about three months, my enthusiasm had 
waned, and | began to question the environment 
in which the animals were being kept, why they 
were there in the first place and how some of 
them were treated. Why were the elephants 
swaying from side to side? Why were the big cats 
pacing endlessly up and down their enclosure? 
Why were the bears rocking and pacing, tossing 
their heads in the selfsame repeated perpetual 
motion? Stories circulated amongst the keepers 
that elephants who had “misbehaved” were taken 
behind the canteen where there were no 
cameras, and beaten into submission and/or 
chained outside all night. Rumours abounded that 
wallabies were being taken from the zoo and sent 
to an adjoining Wellcome laboratory where they 
were decapitated as part of routine vivisection 
experiments. But rumour it was not - it was a fact 
known only to a few keepers . As the months 
went by | felt increasingly that | was no more than 
a prison warden and not someone genuinely 
caring for animals which | had naively believed 
were being bred to be returned to the wild. 
Indeed, to date | could count on the fingers of 


one hand the animals that zoos have successfully 
reintroduced into the wild. 


One year on, my dreams shattered, | decided to 
leave, unable to continue working in an 
environment where no one questioned the 
conditions in which animals were kept nor the 
unnatural behaviour displayed by many; these 
animals were caged for no other reason than to 
provide living exhibits for the uncaring and 
ignorant visiting paying public. So it was time to 
move on, but to what? | loved animals and knew | 
wanted nothing else but to work with them. Soon | 
was to discover that there was a great difference 
between working with animals and working for 
them. 


| had spent several months on the dole when | 
saw a poster on the London tube advertising the 
Animal Aid Living Without Cruelty Exhibition and | 
went along to see what it was about. It was to 
prove instrumental in changing the course of my 
life. Although | had worked on day release from 
school at the RSPCA Harmsworth Animal 
Hospital of Rolf Harris fame and had seen 
victims of animal abuse, nothing could have 
prepared me for what | discovered at the AA 
exhibition. | hadn't realised just how many forms 
of animal abuse existed. 


Walking around the stands, | came upon one 
called “Zoo Check", where | talked for an hour 
with its representative; | felt a great sense of 
relief at finally having found an organisation that 
dealt specifically with the zoo issue and knew 
from that moment what | wanted to do. | wanted 
to work for animals. | wanted to put my time and 
effort into helping animals which, it had become 
clear from looking around the exhibition, were in 
great need. | began working voluntarily for Zoo 
Check and after a few months was invited to work 
at their offices in Surrey in the accounts 
department but although my official duties were 
to keep the accounts in order, | found | was 
spending more time visiting zoos and reporting 
on their conditions than at the offices. As a result, 
| got behind with the accounts and after a year, 
since there was no position within the organisation 
for an official zoo researcher/observer, | moved on. 


What to do now? Well, during a successful 
campaign to free Missie and Silver from Brighton 
Marina, | had made some friends in Brighton and 
so moved down to the seaside where | became 
involved in sabbing fox hunts. Being chased by 
violent animal abusers, witnessing animal 
suffering and being harassed by the police were 
all experiences which proved invaluable 
preparation for the work that | was soon to 
undertake. The first of my forays into undercover 
work came not more than a few months after | 
had settled in Brighton when | was approached 
by a friend who informed me of a job vacancy at 
a place called Shamrock Farms where animals 
were bred for experiments: would | be interested 
in applying? | was and did and was accepted- 
maybe it was fortuitous that the head technician 
had been a keeper at London Zoo! 


Shamrock was a place to which animals were 
being imported from Mauritius, the Philippines 


and Indonesia. Here they were screened and the 
sick filtered out before being sent to labs all over 
the world. | witnessed, filmed and photographed 
daily abuse and the general suffering of the 
primates for nine months, then moved to a lab in 
Yorkshire where Shamrock primates were used in 
experiments. | worked in the same room where, 
some years before, the famous smoking beagles 
had been forced to smoke dozens of cigarettes at 
a time. Not much had changed except that the 
dogs had been moved to adjoining labs to be 
replaced by primates which were being forced to 
inhale toxic gases and drink toxic chemicals 
instead of cigarettes. 


| had been working in the monkey lab for five 
months; one afternoon | left early, on the pretext 
that | had a dental appointment. | never returned 
and that very evening a campaign was launched. 
It was hard to drive away and leave behind the 
many primates that | had got to know and would 
never see again. | knew that within a few weeks 
they would all be dead. After working nearly a 
year in the primate vivisection business, | was 
finally out. | think | cried all the way to London. It 
is true to say that not a day went by for weeks 
that | didn’t think of those primates because their 
dosing with poisons was a daily routine. | knew 
when the terrified animals were being carried into 
the lab for their forced inhalation procedure and 
would look at my watch and remember. | will 
always remember. 


After the BUAV launched “Paradise Lost”, the 
campaign which highlighted the international 
trade in primates for research, Shamrock's days 
were numbered. Using footage and film taken at 
Shamrock, the campaign went from strength to 
strength and showed images of brutality inflicted 
upon, and the daily misery suffered by the 
primates which the Shamrock firm could not 
refute. Mounting pressure, political lobbying and 
local direct action took their toll and within a 
relatively short time after the campaign's 
inception, the largest primate importing company 
in the UK shut its gates for good. 


Well, that's how | got into the investigation 
business. Since those days | have witnessed a 
great deal. | have seen animals having their 
throats slit without any stunning, animals being 
beaten to death, animals forced to perform tricks 
through pain and starvation, animals being 
gassed to death, animals living in such appalling 
conditions that they mutilate their own bodies out 
of boredom and frustration, animals being 
transported in ways that leave them disembarking 
the vehicle with broken limbs, animals being hung 
from trees as part of a “tradition”, animals being 
taunted and finally killed as part of a “tradition” 
and animals being electrocuted (| have to add 
that a lot of what I've just described was legal in 
those countries at the time of my investigations). | 
am not proud of the fact that | have witnessed all 
this. It is a catalogue of death and misery that | 
will never forget and am not allowed to forget 
even when | sleep. 


How do | do it? How can | stand and watch the 
animals which | claim to love and care for so 
much, be brutalised and killed? There is only one 
simple answer to that and that is because | can 
and someone has to. It’s because | care for those 
animals so much that | am able to watch them 
suffer, to record their pain as evidence. It has to 
be done or we wouldn't have the ammunition to 
fight our campaigns. No photographs and no film. 
We continue to need fresh evidence and material 
to campaign with and through this evidence. It is 
used for political lobbying to try effect changes in 
the law and for campaigning to try to educate the 
public about what goes on . 


As the years have gone by | admit that the work 
has made me a harder person. | am not so 


emotional when it comes to animal cruelty. | have 
been deprived of certain normal feelings and | 
sometimes wish this were not so. | hold back my 
emotions when | am witnessing animal suffering 
mainly because | am concentrating on recording 
the events; interference with or attempts to 
prevent animal abuse would end in either being 
thrown out or beaten up. The animal that | was 
attempting to save would still suffer and | would 
no longer be able to expose any more suffering. It 
is very important to me that any animal that | see 
suffering or dying does not die in vain. The way | 
see it is that it will suffer anyway whether | am 
there or not and its best that someone who cares 
is there to observe, record and report what is 
going on. | think that some believe those investi- 
gators that watch animals suffering are cold and 
even possibly heartless. | can assure you that | 
am neither of these. | save my anger and my 
tears for later, away from the abusers. | try not to 
reflect in an emotional way too much on what | 
see. When | witness animal suffering, | always try 
to ensure that that suffering has not been in vain 
and that people will get to know of it and when 
the opportunity has arisen, | have helped save 
animals from abuse even persuading some 
abusers to hand over animals for re-homing. 


If | am in a situation where I'm caring for animals 
then | will give them as much as | can and that 

includes love and affection. | get satisfaction from 
knowing that people are moved to take action, in 


hard and depending on the project, you can 
forget a social life as this job can frequently take 
you away from home. Through the years | have 
lost many friends because | am absent. It can be 
a lonely job so its really important to have the 
support of one or two trusted people who can 
help you cope with its inevitable stress. If you are 
still interested then | would advise that you 
contact one of the larger organisations who 
possess the equipment, knowledge and contacts 
etc to take the investigation work to its full 
potential. 


| hope that some of the material that | have 
obtained in the past has contributed to motivating 
more people to get actively involved in the animal 
rights movement. | hope also that my reports, 
photographs and films have been used 
successfully to persuade MPs to campaign for or 
to help influence change. | know that we could be 
throwing out sensational exposes every day and 
still things would be frustratingly slow. 


| am frustrated by just how slow change is and 
maybe more so because | watch the animals first 
hand as they suffer. | look into their eyes as they 
die. | was once naive enough to believe that if we 
exposed establishments of abuse that they would 
be closed down or their practices would stop. | 
now know that things don't work like that. We are 
all chipping at a large stone block. We are all 
working together for the same end. Some chips 


one form or another, when they see what | have 
filmed, photographed or in some other way 
recorded, | suppose its also gratifying when 
animal abusers who believe that they can’t be 
touched and think that no one knows what they 
are doing to animals, are exposed to the public. 
This hurts them | know. They believe that they are 
safe, as they probably have been for years, 
abusing animals behind closed doors and in 
some cases with the added protection of the 
security forces or the police. 


My advice for anyone who is thinking of investi- 
gating animal cruelty overtly or covertly is to go 
for it. If you think that you are capable of 
standing by, without showing any emotion whilst 
an animal is abused then you are needed! Think 
about this. As you read this article, somewhere 
an animal or animals are being abused in some 
way and no one is there to record it. That animal 
or those animals have suffered and died in vain. 
As long as abuse goes on then we MUST be 
there to record it in order to help stop it. 


Although | have been doing this job for years, it 
doesn't get any easier. The work can be dirty and 


are bigger than others and sometimes it looks as 
though all the chipping that we have done has not 
made much of a difference to that stone, but 
slowly the stone block begins to form letters. We 
can see the A and a bit of the L. We are making 
a difference to the block now as long as we keep 
chipping away. Eventually the words will form and 
they will read ANIMAL LIBERATION. Sometimes | 
wish | were ignorant and didn’t know of the 
misery, but | do and having turned that corner, 
there is no turning back for me. 


Let me just say one more thing which | think is 
important. As you have read, | have worked in 
many places where animals are being abused 
and if there is one thing that frustrates me more 
than the slowness of change, its when I'm 
working inside a place, witness to so much 
suffering and | hear from friends that x has fallen 
out with y or one group has fallen out with 
another and they refuse to work and cooperate 
with one another any longer. | often think about 
this as | look at the animals petrified behind bars 
staring out at me and | wonder sometimes, is 
there any hope... 

Danny 
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THE KILLING OF 


FORTUYN 


& THE ANIMAL RIGHTS CONNECTION 


by the DBF S 


Most people will have heard by now of the demise of popular right wing politician Pim Fortuyn who was shot in the head 
and chest on the 6th of May in Holland and died shortly after from his injuries. The next day, police announced that the man 
arrested in possession of a gun near the scene of the crime shortly after the shooting was a vegan, active in the environ- 
mental scene and a member of a group called Milieuoffensief which uses legal means to target duck, pig and mink farms. 


hese disclosures triggered violent 

feelings against anything left of the 
political spectrum, from prominent left wing 
politicians to Greenpeace and the ALF-SG. 
All were guilty by association of killing 
Fortuyn, by creating the climate of hatred 
which made this possible. 


During the period immediately after the 
killing, anti-fascist and other left wing 
groups discussed tactics and appropriate 
responses; grassroots animal rights people 
and the ALF Support Group decided to 
remain silent, believing that any response 
would simply aggravate the situation. 
Meanwhile, many groups received threats, 
and indeed, one anarchist squat in Leiden, 
Eurodusnie had its windows smashed. 


One of the worst but also most widely read 
national newspapers carried a large article 
about animal rights activists, violence, 
attacks on fur farms & BPRC-employees 
and about organised gatherings where 
people were taught about bomb making and 
the use of guns (!). The media searched 
hungrily for ammunition to expand on the 
biased view that they were propagating to 
support the right wing s declaration that 
animal rights activism was anti-state and 
terrorist. But as things calmed down, and 
the more critical media began to see that 


there was more to the story, the Supporters 
Group was approached. 


Since no other animal or environmental 
group was prepared to go on TV, we agreed 
to take part in a serious talk show on 
national tv. The "line up" included Wim 
Verhagen, president of the Fur Farmers 
Association, Wien v/d Brink, president of 
the Pig Farmers, a BPRC vivisector, a veal 
calf breeder, and a man whose chicken 
poultry processor was destroyed in an ALF 
arson attack in 2000. The other side was 
represented by Mark from the Supporters 
Group and Anne from the Animal Defense 
League. It turned out to be a really good 
program, with the animal abusers on the 
defensive while Anne and Mark - looking 
every bit unlike the animal rights media 
stereotype - presented well balanced 
arguments. As a result of this success, the 
SG participated in two other t.v 
programmes, one of them a documentary 
which looked at many aspects of A/R. With 
footage of animal abuse provided by the 
SG, the result was that the public 
remembered the animal suffering, not the 
razor blades sent to Blakemore. 


The media continued its attempts to dig up 
dirt: a book-review about Screaming Wolf s 
Declaration Of War appeared on the front 


page of a serious national newspaper; the 
complete BPRC-campaign was highlighted 
and taped telephone threats were 
broadcast. Meanwhile, the ADL organised a 
demo at the BPRC during which the police 
presence was so high and so many rules 
laid down that it appeared new police 
tactics would be adopted following the 
killing. Fur farmers were afraid of activists; 
BPRC employees were terrified, and police 
surveillance of their homes regular. 

Volkert is currently in the fourth week of a 
hunger strike, protesting against the 24-hour 
camera surveillance in his cell. He is 
drinking coffee and tea with sugar and fruit- 
juice in his isolated cell in Amsterdam s 
Bijlmerbajes and is believed to be 
comfortable, given the circumstances. 
Volkert s trial is imminent, so we know its 
not over yet. He has given no indication as 
to his motives or what he plans to say in 
court about his association with 
Milieuoffensief. 


There has been no real backlash against 
the animal rights movement; the media 
have actually portrayed the real face of 
animal suffering which has resulted in a 
growing public interest as well as an 
increase in the number of people wishing to 
be involved with the Animal Liberation 
Movement. 


The Barry Horne Memorial Fund has been set up as a lasting 
legacy to his courage and determination in the struggle to achieve 
Animal Liberation. 


The purpose of this fund is to create a financial resource that is accessible and available to 
Animal Rights organisations fighting important campaigns. 

It is hoped that the fund will be seen as something that belongs to all of us in the movement 
something that we can contribute to and benefit from. 


Cheques should be made payable to The Barry Horne Memorial Fund. 


Enquiries and Donations to the Fund to be directed care of: 


Arkangel BCM 9240, London WCIN 3XX 


Judaism 
& Animal 
Rights 


by Richard H. Schwartz 


Although many people assume that organized religion is a foe 
of animal rights, Judaism has very powerful teachings about 
the proper treatment of animals and they are embraced as 
part of God's creation . According to the Jewish tradition, 
Jews have a special responsibility towards animals; they are 
forbidden to be cruel to them and must treat them with 
compassion. These concepts are summarized in the Hebrew 
phrase tsa‘ar ba‘alei chayim, the Torah mandate not to cause 
“pain to living creatures.” 


The Psalms indicate God s concern for animals, for "His tender 
mercies are over all His creatures" (Ps. 145:9). Perhaps the 
Jewish attitude toward animals is best summarized by the 
statement in Proverbs 12:10, "The righteous person regards the 
life of his or her animal." In Judaism, one who is cruel to animals 
cannot be regarded as a righteous individual. 


Many Jewish heroes were chosen because they showed kindness 
to animals. Moses and King David were considered worthy to be 
leaders (Exodus Rabbah 2:2) because they showed compassion 
to animals when they were shepherds. Rebecca was judged 
suitable to be the patriarch Isaac s wife because of her kindness in 
providing water to the ten thirsty camels of Eliezer, Abraham s 
servant. 


Unfortunately, like adherents of other religions, not all Jews put 
their religion s teachings about animals into practice, in some 
cases due to being unaware of them. Observing this lack of 
involvement, many animal rights advocates have assumed that it is 
due to Torah teachings about animals and feel that Judaism and 
other western religions cannot be allies in efforts to improve the lot 
of animals. However, criticism of Jewish teachings on compassion 
toward animals is generally based on the misunderstanding of two 
Torah verses. 


The first misunderstanding is the belief that the Torah teaching 
that humans are granted dominion over animals (Genesis 1:26) 
gives people a warrant to treat them in whatever way we wish. 
Actually, Jewish tradition interprets "dominion" as guardianship, or 
stewardship, not domination. We are called upon to be co-workers 
with God in improving the world. Being granted dominion does not 
mean that people have the right to wantonly exploit animals, and it 
certainly does not permit us to breed animals and then treat them 
as machines designed solely to meet human needs. 

In "A Vision of Vegetarianism and Peace," Rabbi Abraham Isaac 
Kook, Chief Rabbi of pre-state Israel and a leading 20th century 


4 " ‘ 2 Detail from ‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks, illustrating the 11th chapter 
Jewish thinker, states: "There can be no doubt in the mind of any of Isaiah which preaches universal brotherhood 
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intelligent person that [the Divine empowerment 
of humanity to derive benefit from nature] does 
not mean the domination of a harsh ruler, who 
afflicts his people and servants merely to satisfy 
his whim and desire, according to the 
crookedness of his 

heart. It is unthinkable that the Divine Law would 
impose such a decree of servitude, sealed for all 
eternity, upon the world of God, Who is good to 
all, and His mercy is upon all His works (Psalms 
145:9), and Who declared, The world shall be 
built with kindness (Psalms 89:33). 


This view is reinforced by the fact that 
immediately after God gave humankind dominion 
over animals (Genesis 1:26), He prescribed 
vegetarian foods as the diet best suited to 
humans (Genesis 1:29). Another indication of the 
true message of dominion is the Torah verse that 
indicates that God put Adam, the first human 
being, into the Garden of Eden to "work it and to 
guard it." (Genesis 2:15) 


Since many animal rights advocates believe that 
all living creatures are of the same intrinsic value 
and that they should therefore all have the same 
basic rights and freedoms, there is a potential 
conflict with the Torah teaching that only people 
are created in the Divine Image (Genesis 5:1). 
However, while Judaism does consider human 
beings to be at a higher level than non-human 
animals, this need not prevent animal rights 


Detail from ‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ as before 


supporters from working together with Jews. 
Quite the contrary, since being created in God s 
image implies that Jews should imitate God s 
attributes of mercy, justice, and concern for all 
living creatures. God desires that animals are 
protected and treated with compassion and 
justice. In fact, the Jewish sages state that to be 
“created in the Divine Image," means that people 
have the capacity to emulate the Divine 
compassion for all creatures. "As God is 
compassionate," they teach, "so you Should be 
compassionate." 


Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, a leading 19th 
century Jewish thinker, also discusses this 
concept: "You can know God only through His 
acts of love and justice; and, in turn, you too are 
called upon to act with love and justice." 
Concerning the biblical concept that human 
beings were created to "serve and safeguard the 
earth" (Genesis 2:15), Rabbi Hirsch states that 
this actually limits our rights over other living 
creatures. He writes: "The earth was not created 
as a gift to you. You have been given to the earth, 
to treat it with respectful consideration, as God s 
earth, and everything on it as God s creation, as 
your fellow creatures - to be respected, loved, 
and helped to attain their purpose according to 
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God s will... To this end, your heartstrings vibrate 
sympathetically with any cry of distress sounding 
anywhere in Creation, and with any glad sound 
uttered by a joyful creature." 


Judaism is not content with general formulations 
about compassion to animals, but applies its 
teachings in many Torah laws. A farmer may not 
plow with an ox and an ass together (so that the 
weaker animal would not suffer pain in trying to 
keep up with the stronger one) (Deuteronomy 
22:10). An ox must not be muzzled when 
threshing in a field of corn (Deuteronomy 25:4). 
Animals, as well as people, are to be allowed to 
rest on the Sabbath day (Exodus 20:10). The 
importance of this verse is indicated by its 
inclusion in the Ten Commandments and its 
recitation as part of kiddush (blessing recited 
over. wine or grape juice) on Sabbath mornings. 
Concern for animals is so great that the Talmud 
teaches that a person should not eat before first 
providing for his or her animals. This is based on 
the order indicated in the Torah verse, "And | will 
give grass in the fields for your cattle and you 
shall eat and be satisfied." (Deuteronomy 11:15) 


As the Lord is our shepherd, we are to be 
shepherds of voiceless creatures. As God is kind 
and compassionate to us, we must be 
considerate of the needs and feelings of animals. 
By showing compassion to animals, Jews help 
fulfill the mandate to imitate God s ways. One 


need not believe that human beings and animals 
have the same value to protest against the 
extremely cruel treatment that animals are 
subjected to today. 


There have been many recent examples of the 
application of Jewish teachings on compassion to 
animals. The Israeli government has banned 
animal experiments in Israeli public schools. A 
past Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv argued that, based 
on Torah teachings, Jews should not manufacture 
or wear fur, and the late Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 
respected by many Jews as the leading authority 
on Jewish law, wrote that, based on Jewish 
teachings on the proper treatment of animals, 
Jews should not eat veal. A Rabbinic group is 
considering a pro-vegetarian resolution. Several 
studies indicate that the number of Jews in the 
animal rights movement is far greater than their 
proportion of the population. 


Another area of contention between animal rights 
activists and many Jews is the comparison by 
many in the animal rights community between the 
tremendous cruelty to animals on factory farms 
and the Holocaust, in which six million Jews and 
millions of others were put in concentration 
camps and slaughtered by the Nazis. For most 


Jews, the Holocaust is a unique historical event in 
which Jews were massacred only because of 
their religion. Since in many cases, Jews lost 
many members of their families during this 
horrible time, they strongly resent comparisons 
between the slaughter of animals and the 
slaughter of their loved ones-as well as so many 
other Jews. 


This may help explain the glaring contradiction 
between people s concern for the well being of 
animals and their failure to protest against 
society s increasing mistreatment of animals. In 
the minds of many people, partly because of the 
effective propaganda of animal exploiters, there is 
unfortunately a picture of animal rights advocates 
as people who condone violence who are more 
concerned with animals than with human beings, 
unwilling to harm an animal even if a human life 
could be benefited, and readily equate the 
massively cruel treatment of animals with the 
Holocaust or other events involving the death of 
many people. Unfortunately, some of the 
statements and actions of dedicated animal rights 
advocates reinforce these beliefs. This often gives 
people an excuse to ignore the horrible treatment 
of animals, by rationalizing that they do not want 
to be associated with people with such extreme 
views. Unless the animal rights community 
responds to these perceptions, progress at 
reducing the mistreatment of animals will 
continue to be limited. 


Perhaps one approach to this problem is that 
used by animal rights advocate and Holocaust 
educator Charles Patterson in his recently 
published, widely discussed book, Eternal 
Treblinka: Our Treatment of Animals and the 
Holocaust (Lantern Books, 2002). The book has 
been reviewed favourably in several Jewish 
publications (and many others) because it is 
written with great sensitivity and compassion. 
Patterson does not make comparisons between 
animals and people. Rather, he shows similarities 
between the mindsets and methods of the Nazis 
and others throughout history who oppressed and 
murdered people and those of animal exploiters. 
He documents how the frequent vilification of 
people as rats, vermin, pigs, insects, beasts, 
monkeys, etc., dehumanizes people and makes it 
easier to oppress, enslave, and murder them. He 
gives many examples of this process, relating it 
to the treatment of slaves, native American 
Indians, Japanese people during World War II, 
Vietnamese people during the Vietnam War, and 
other examples, besides that of the Holocaust. 


By carefully showing how the enslavement 
("domestication") of animals has been a model 
and inspiration for the Holocaust and other 
oppressions of humans, Patterson provides a 
model that can perhaps bridge the gap between 
Jews and animal rights supporters. Also, since 
Jews have historically suffered from myths that 
result in anti-Semitism and animals also suffer 
from myths -- for example, viewing them as 
mindless creatures, devoid of reason or any 
thinking ability - perhaps the dispelling of harmful 
myths that lead to mistreatment of people and of 
animals can provide common ground for co- 
operation. 


In view of its strong message of concern for 
animals, one might wonder why Judaism doesn t 
advocate vegetarianism. Actually the first dietary 
law in the Torah is vegetarian: 


And God said: "Behold, | have given you every 
herb yielding seed which is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a 
tree yielding seed - to you it shall be for food.” 
(Gen. 1:29) Later, permission to eat meat was 
given as a concession to people s weakness, but 
with many restrictions (the laws of kashrut). Rabbi 
Kook believed that these many dietary constraints 


. 


imply a reprimand, and are designed to keep alive 
a sense of reverence for life so that people would 
eventually return to vegetarian diets. 


Rabbi Kook believed that the future Messianic 
period will be vegetarian. He based this on the 
words of Isaiah (11:69): "...the wolf will dwell-with 
the lamb...the lion will eat straw like the ox...and 
no one shall hurt or destroy in all of God's holy 
mounta 


In view of the strong Jewish mandates to be 
compassionate to animals, preserve health, help 
feed the hungry, protect the environment, and 
seek and pursue peace, and the very negative 
effects flesh-centered diets have in each of these 
areas, many committed Jews have switched 
toward vegetarian diets. 


What about the Temple animal sacrifices? 
According to Maimonides, these were a 
concession to the primitive conditions in Biblical 
times. Since sacrifices were the universal 
expression of religion in that period, if Moses had 
tried to eliminate them, his mission would 


probably have failed and Judaism would have 
disappeared. However, animal sacrifices were 
confined to one central location and the then 
common human sacrifices and idolatrous 
practices of the neighboring pagan peoples were 
eliminated. The prophets often spoke of sacrifices 
as an abomination to God if not carried out along 
with deeds of loving kindness and justice. After 
the destruction of the Temple, the rabbis stated 
that sacrifices should be replaced by prayer and 
good deeds. Rav Kook felt that there will only be 
non-animal sacrifices in the Messianic period 
when the Temple is rebuilt. 


In summary, Judaism is concerned with the well 
being of animals and forbids causing them 
unnecessary pain. It is essential that this 
message become widely known and practiced in 
order to help end the horrendous conditions 
under which so many animals currently exist. 
Apologists for animal exploitation who try to justify 
their stance from Torah teachings are mistaken. 
While there is still far from enough being done in 
the Jewish community to end the many current 
abuses of animals, if animal rights proponents 


respectfully challenge Jews to apply Judaism's 
strong teachings on compassion to animals, there 
is great potential for a very fruitful alliance. 


Further information on Jewish views onanimals 
and vegetarianism may be obtained from: 


1. jewishveg.com/schwartz 

2. Richard Schwartz at rschw12345@aol.com 
3. Schwartz, Richard. Judaism and 
vegetarianism. New York: Lantern, 2001 

4. Kalechofsky, Roberta. Judaism and Animals 
Rights -- Classical and Contemporary 
Responses. Marblehead, Massachusetts: Micah 
publications, 1992. 


Richard H. Schwartz is Professor Emeritus, 
Mathematics, College of Staten Island, City 
University of New York. He is author of Judaism 
and Vegetarianism, Judaism and Global Survival, 
and Mathematics and Global Survival. He has 
over 100 articles and book reviews 
athttp:/jewishveg.com/schwartz. 


WHY THE URGENT NEED FORA 


INTO ANIMAL EXPERIMENTS 


As concerned citizens/taxpayers, we have the 
democratic right to demand the truth about 
animal experiments. There is profound 
compelling scientific evidence that this 
established methodology is misleading, 
dangerous and lethal, not only to animals but 
to humans. An editorial in the British Medical 
Journal raised concerns that the complexity 
and reach of modern medicines in its own 
back yard had come to represent new levels of 
risk and harm to patients which needed to be 
addressed (BMJ) 1999. Taylor (1994) made the 
comment that more people in Great Britain die 
from adverse reactions to medical drugs each 
year, than are killed on the roads. 


At the start of this year, the BMJ reported that the 
number of patients who die in this country after 
errors in drug prescribing or from an adverse 
reaction is showing a "marked upward trend"(BMJ 
2002). Clearly the question must be asked, why 
adverse reactions occur in so-called "safe 
drugs"? Given that all drugs have side effects 
from mild to serious degrees, these then cannot 
be described as "safe for human consumption". 
The MIMS is the GPs bible produced monthly; it 
consists of some four hundred pages of drugs 
available on the "market" and all drugs sited have 
possible side effects in humans. The current 
regulations require that drugs be tested on 
animals before clinical trials and it is in these 


clinical trials and beyond that it becomes 
apparent that drugs tested on animals do not 


have the same effect on humans. Logically 
therefore, animal testing is not diligent science, 
and humans are being used as "guinea pigs". 


Human based, not "alternative" methodology 
must be the way forward. Why then does it 
persist despite all the evidence to support 
abolition? The answer is simple: ignorance, 
money and ego. Animal testing protects 
pharmaceutical companies from litigation, animal 
testing supports research budgets, salaries, 
mortgages, animal breeders and all those with 


Please join us in our urgent demand for 
an independent judicial inquiry into 
vivisection 


London, Saturday 7th September, 2002 


Meet Carriage Drive, Hyde Park 12 noon 


vested interests, down to the manufacturers of 
cages and the wheels on the cages, animal feed 
etc ad infinitum. Also who would admit that their 
lifetime's work is killing people? Vivisection's 
accuracy ranges between 5-25 percent. 

Genuine human based research methods offer 
around 95 percent accuracy. Which would you 
choose for yourself, family and friends? 


On Saturday 7th September, we took these 
concerns to Central London. We demanded equal 
air time for those opposing animal experiments at 
the BBC and demanded a Judicial Inquiry with 
chosen representatives to debate this issue. A 
Judicial Inquiry was the suggestion of Michael 
Mansfield QC from DLRM as being the most 


effective way to initiate debate and eventually a 
change in law by an Act of Parliament. We need 
to get informed, and you don't have to be a doctor 
or scientist to do this. Inform your friends and 
family, lobby your MP politely with relevant 
scientific literature. http://www.faxyourmp.com/ 
Those who support the established methodology 
should be keen to accept our challenge, and if 
not, then why not. Contact Bob Ainsworth MP. 
minister responsible for animal experiments at the 
Home Office and demand diligent science not 
fraudulent science 
(http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/ministers/ainsworth 
htm ) Vivisection is a medically unjustified fraud 
which kills millions of humans and other animals 
every year. It goes unquestioned by theauthorities 
who make money from the suffering it causes 


For more information contact: The Judicial Inquiry 
Campaign PO Box 38552 London SW1W 9YQ or 
e-mail: alleycats@pbtinternet.com 


Recommended reading: Sacred Cows and 
Golden Geese DrRay and Jean Greek, Specious 
Science Dr.Ray Greek. 

Vivisection Unveiled(an exposure of the medical 
futility of animal experimentation) Dr. Tony Page. 
Naked Empress or The Great Medical Fraud, 
Hans Ruesch. 

A Harvest of Shame Dr.M.Al Fadali. 


Recommended sites: Americans for Medical 
Advancement http://www.curedisease.com/ 
Europeans for Medical Advancement 
http://www.curedisease.net/ 

BAVA http: www.bava.pwp. blueyonder.co.uk 
Vivisection Information Network 

http:www. vivisection-absurd.org.uk/vinind.html 
Doctors and Lawyers for Responsible Medicine 
http:www.dirm.org/ DLRM on-line 

Jl Petition 
http://www.ethicalbusiness.com/petitions.asp?pet 
id=316 

Vivisection Absurd 
http://vivisection-absurd.org.uk/ 


‘o learn all about the City and its 

workings has not been easy but is an 
indication of just how sophisticated the 
movement is becoming and we need to 
become even more so. Who would have 
thought five years ago that we would be 
learning and understanding financial 
mechanisms such as the existence and the 
importance of market makers? This needs 
to be part of a wider evolutionary process 
right across the board. The days of 
standing outside labs and then going home 
totally frustrated are long gone. The best 
way of tackling your enemy is to park your 
tanks on their front lawn or in the case of 
HLS we park our tanks on their front lawn 
and everyone else’s connected with them. 
It's really simple and the message has gone 
out to everyone from small companies that 
import monkeys to the largest companies in 
the world - if you don’t want SHAC’s tanks 
on your front lawn then pull out of 
Huntingdon and, yes, that means now, not 
tomorrow or the day after. If we had any 
insight into all the meetings that take place 
behind closed doors in smoke-filled rooms 
we would be amazed. 


You can see how effective you are by the 
way your enemy reacts and as Ronnie Lee 
recently commented on SHAC: “ They don't 
change laws because you are ineffective.” | 
think that speaks volumes. Those who say 
we have made things worse are in our 
opinion very naive - we have simply 
speeded up the whole process and brought 
the whole thing out into the open. Take a 
look in books like Current Research and 
see the hundreds of millions the 
government pours into vivisection each year 
through groups such as the Medical 
Research Council. This is taxpayers’ money. 
Those who have trodden the political path 
for the last 100 years have failed miserably 
and should hang their heads in shame. 
These very same groups troop along to the 
Home Office every month for a briefing and 
every month they come away with 
NOTHING. We are saving lives now and 
hitting the vivisection industry head on. 
When Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 
life, the lot of the ordinary black South 
African grew much worse as the 
government in South Africa sought to 
destroy the ANC. Nelson Mandela was 
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WHO 


To say that SHAC has shaken the whole vivisection industry as it has never been shaken before is an understatement. When 
Dan Vasella, the head of Novartis, one of the largest companies in the world, stated in the Daily Telegraph on the 1st of May 
2002 that “It is a big deterrent when considering site locations...” and that they would seriously consider terminating any 
further investment in the UK because of the campaign, it showed just what a knock on effect the campaign has had. We are 
not just shaking HLS to their very foundations, we are rocking the whole industry too. After.a few home demos against 
directors of custom clearance companies that handle the paperwork for primates coming into HLS via Dover, all have pulled 
out and made statements saying that not only will they not handle primates or any other animal for HLS, they will now not 
touch any animal for any laboratory anywhere in the UK. 


criticized by the moderates for making 
things worse at the time. Where were these 
same people when he swept out of prison 
after 27 years and into power? They were 
nowhere to be seen. 


When changes in the law were 
implemented to prevent SHAC 
demonstrating outside the homes of 
directors, the government and Huntingdon 
briefed journalists far and wide. They 
crowed that they were fighting back and 
that we had had our wings clipped. As 
usual we had heard all this nonsense 
before and took it in our stride. Within six 
months we were back and this time not for 
a half hour demo but for a few days. We 
came back with camps at directors’ houses 
circumventing the new legislation that was 
so new the ink hadn't even dried. The 
Home Office were forced to admit to the 
Financial Times that there was nothing they 
could do. We will always overcome any 
obstacles in the war to close Huntingdon. If 
we don't go through it then we will simply go 
around it and carry on as before. 
NOTHING BUT NOTHING WILL STOP US. 


A few days ago the Sunday Telegraph 
printed a report about Huntingdon and in it 
was a bar chart that tried to show that for 
the last six months Huntingdon had made 
an operating profit even though they had in 
fact still made a loss. When we pointed out 
to the Telegraph that Huntingdon had made 
a $2.2 million operating LOSS during that 
time they were silent. This was not a 
mistake but yet another part of the 
industry's campaign of misinformation to 
stop HLS from sinking. When we see the 
government awarding Brian Cass a CBE, 
we should be angry but we should also 
laugh. Andrew Baker the chairman of 
Huntingdon said: “We've no bank, no listing 
and everyone treats us as a pariah.” CBE’s 
don't replace banks and CBE’s will not 
make Huntingdon's debt of $134 million 
disappear. When history is told it will tell the 
remarkable story of how the grass roots 
animal rights movement took a multinational 
company called Huntingdon Life Sciences 
worth $500 million to one worth just $10 
million today. 


WINS 


SHAC 


on the art of 


The Finacial Times commented on SHAC 
thus: “A tiny group of activists is succeeding 
where Karl Marx, the Baader-Meinhof gang 
and the Red Brigades failed.” 


No company is an island and every 
campaign should look at their chosen target 
and learn them from top to bottom. You 
should know more about your target than 
the people working there. You should know 
who their customers are, who their bankers 
are, who their workers are in fact 
EVERYTHING from who makes the tea to 
where the directors go on holiday and 
everything in between. Your target becomes 
all-consuming and becomes your life. 
Apartheid wasn't defeated by campaigns 
that only operated at weekends and has 
demonstrations when people felt like it. This 
is no different. We WILL win but only by 
giving 100% 24/7 365 days a year and 
nothing less. When we go to bed late at 
night the ALF are taking over on the night 
shift. Nobody knows who they are but thank 
god for them. 


Remember losing is not an option for the 
animals inside Huntingdon and that's why 
everyone in the campaign is determined 
that if it takes another two weeks or another 
two years then we will be there right to the 
end to see those gates close. | was the first 
to speak in the SHAC office the day after 
Huntingdon scraped their last gap 
refinancing in January 2001. We all 
assembled at 6 am and | have never and 
will never see again such determined faces. 
There was no moaning or complaining, 
there were no tears, just pure anger and 
determination that as soon as we had all 
finished speaking we would all get to our 
jobs and get stuck into them as we had 
never done before. Huntingdon hailed this 
as their future secured with the investment 
bank Stephens for the next 5 years. In a 
little over a year since then Huntingdon has 
been forced to take refuge by moving their 
finances to the US, has lost another $20 
million and lost their banker. A recently filed 
form called an S1 was filed with SEC 


War Part t 


(Securities and Exchange Commission) in 
the US. This shows that the financial war 
with Huntingdon may well be over as it 
clearly shows in this document that the 
directors of Huntingdon have had to put in 
their own money over the last 18 months 
just to keep them afloat. When we see 
articles proclaiming Huntingdon are in good 
health we always have a good laugh. If 
good health is being $134 million in debt 
and people like Cass are having to take a 
pay cut (oh yes!), then what will they be like 
if they are not well! 

The next stage of the campaign is the last 
one. With the financial battle almost over 
we now turn our attention to the very 
infrastructure of Huntingdon. Again we look, 
we research, and then we act. This 
endgame will not be easy and everyone 
has a choice to either stand by and watch 
or be part of making history. “He that hath 
no stomach for this fight let him now 
depart.” William Shakespeare - Henry V. 
We always win. 
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in an interview 
with Arkangel, 
David 
Barabarash, 
press officer for 
the North 
American ALF 
gives his 


CONNECTING 
FORCES 


A: Hi David, Thanks for agreeing to do this 
interview. To begin with, could you briefly 
outline how it was that you first 

came to animal rights? 


DB: | first became involved with politics and 
protest activities through Punk rock music 
and local peace and anti-nuclear activities 
in Toronto in the early 1980s. | found affinity 
with anarchists and anti-authoritarians so | 
was drawn naturally to that movement and 
its newspapers, where animal rights 
concepts were introduced. It was obvious to 
me that being consistent with your ideals 
and politics was essential as an activist, 
and | felt that if | were really in opposition to 
oppression then that opposition would 
naturally encompass the harm done to, and 
subjugation of not only animals, but the 
environment as well. 


A: How did that lead into your involvement 
with direct action, and if it's possible to 
answer this question without incriminating 
yourself, do you have a personal history 
therein? 
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DB: Direct action, otherwise known as 
taking responsibility for your life and your 
existence on this planet, is a key ingredient 
in anarchist philosophy, so it was no 
coincidence that | came to learn about and 
participate in this type of resistance activity. 
The first direct actions | participated in were 
small scale spraypainting, postering and 
publishing information through small 
photocopied newsletters and participating in 
alternative radio news broadcasts.("Direct 
action" does not necessarily mean "illegal 
activity.") My first animal rights illegal direct 
action came about because a friend 
recognized my commitment and integrity to 
this philosophy and tactic, and invited me to 
participate in an ALF raid. | immediately 
accepted the offer! 


A: Being spokesperson/press officer for a 
group such as the NAALF can make you 
vulnerable to becoming a scapegoat for the 
authorities. What, then, was your reasoning 
behind taking on this role? 


DB: | took over the NAALF Press Office in 


the summer of 1999. By that time | had 
already been an ALF activist for well over a 
decade, | had been arrested twice and 
convicted of ALF actions in 1988 (minor 
vandalism to fast-food places in Toronto) 
and 1992 (liberation of 29 cats from a 
university in Edmonton, Alberta), and | was, 
at that time in the summer of 1999, facing 
dozens of charges relating to a Justice 
Dept. razor-blade letter campaign from 
1996 (charges which were eventually 
dropped due to both a lack of evidence and, 
a refusal of the RCMP, Canada's national 
Police force, to release critical documents 
to me when ordered to do so by a judge). 
So the question about whether | was a 
scapegoat for the authorities was answered 
well before | became the ALFspokesperson! 


My reasoning was fairly simple: | was a 
known ALF activist and already suffering 
the effects of being under surveillance and 
being subjected to intense harassment, 
including having undercover agents trying to 
get me to burn down a building. | was not 
going to continue my role as an active ALF 


activist anytime soon or in the future, given 
all the attention and knowledge of me. My 
home and office were raided acting on a 
request from authorities in the state of 
Maine. The actions being investigated took 
place over several months in the summer of 
1999 against hunting clubs and amounted 
to minor property destruction. The initial 
request by the U.S. to Canadian authorities 
for a search of my property was made in 
Jan.2000 and was not authorized until May 
2002. The sole document to back up the 
request for a search was a newspaper 
article published in Sept.1999 which quotes 
me as saying what | normally say to the 
media: that | received an anonymous 
communication from the ALF taking 
responsibility for the hunting club actions; 
this is why they said they took action, and 
no, | don't have any communication or 
knowledge of who the activists are. 


It is outrageous that a search warrant was 
not only granted for minor actions, but is 
based on nothing more than a newspaper 
article! Perhaps this gives more of an 
insight into how the authorities view the 
Press Office, as this is nothing more than a 
clear case of harassment against me in an 
attempt to impede or stop the work of the 
PO. In the raid, the RCMP seized all my 
computers and computer disks, as well as 
hundreds of video tapes from my 
documentary collection and AR/ALF 
archives. (I’m fighting in court to overturn 
the warrant and to have my property 
returned to me instead of it being sent to 
Maine. The hearing takes place on Sept. 
24). 


The effects on the movement as a result of 
this raid will be very minimal, if any at all. 
The greater effects will be felt personally as 
these types of police actions increase my 
stress levels and negatively impact my 
health. In the end my resolve and 
commitment only gets stronger though. 


A: Do you believe that direct action in its 
most publicised form (eg:arson, liberation 
of animals etc) is coming to the conclusion 
of a natural cycle? 


DB: No, | don't believe that at all. What | do 
think is coming to an end are actions which 
are not carried out under the most intense 
security possible, given the current state of 
the world post 11th Sept and the anti- 
terrorism fear-mongering and related new 
laws to criminalise political dissent even 
more than it was before that fateful day. It's 
near suicide to act carelessly or without 
much planning, so | think activists will just 
become much smarter, and arrests and 
conviction rates will not increase 
significantly. 


A: It could be argued that campaigns such 
as SHAC have taken precedence over 
more ALF-style actions-would you regard 
this to be the case in the US? If so, do you 
see a future for the ALF in the A/R 
movement? 


DB: The SHAC campaign both in the UK 
and US has been very intense, and 
successful thus far. They have drawn in 
many people, both old and new activists, 
and have given the AR movement a much- 
needed boost in morale and energy. 
Certainly this year the SHAC campaign has 
taken precedence over ALF actions; there 
have been very few significant ALF actions 
in 2002 and we're now in late summer, 
while actions against HLS and its related 
companies have occurred weekly, 
sometimes daily. I'm not going to say that 
ALF activists are now involved with the 
SHAC campaign, because it's impossible to 
say what ALF activists are doing, but the 
level and intensity of the SHAC campaign 
as a whole rivals any singular ALF action 

in my mind! As well, of the few ALF or ALF- 
style actions which have occurred in 2002, 
the majority of them have been against 
HLS or related targets. 


| definitely do not see this as signalling the 
end of the ALF in any way. As with most 
activities and things in life, there are cycles 
of activity followed by inactivity, and on it 
goes. We might be entering a phase of 
relatively little ALF activity such as we 
witnessed in the early 1990s. For three 
years, 1990 - 1992, very little ALF activity 
took place in North America, but by 1993 
the ALF were in full action again. This 
might simply be a similar downturn of 
activity, but | doubt it will stay this way for 
very long. 


A: What kind of support/co-operation , if 
any, is there between yourselves and more 
mainstream Animal Rights organisations? 


DB: Given the illegal nature of activities the 
ALF are involved with, and the vocal 
support the Press Office provides, very few 
mainstream AR organizations are willing to 
officially support us or work with us. This 

is not surprising given that a lot of groups 
are not explicitly set up to support the ALF, 
nor do they want to risk either losing their 
moderate supporters by supporting illegal 
activity, or suffer police scrutiny for doing 
so. | prefer to work with individuals in any 
case, as it is individual people who support 
our work financially and morally, and who 
are willing to voice their support without 
being chained to a bureaucracy or board of 
directors. Having said that, there are a few 
AR groups who do offer their support, and 
we do certainly appreciate the risk involved 
with such support! 


A: Do you work closely with the ELF press 
office? Given that, broadly speaking, there 
is a significant crossover in the type of 
actions that both groups undertake, do you 
believe you could become a more effective 
fighting force by pooling your combined 
resources? 


DB: As many readers might be aware, the 
ELF Press Office does not currently have a 
spokesperson, and thus is not in operation. 
When they were up and running however, 
we did have communication and kept in 


touch about recent events and actions and 
provided mutual aid for each other when 
needed. There has been some crossover 
with ALF and ELF actions but not as much 
as you might think. If the ELF targeted 
forest-related destruction, for example, then 
the crossover is fairly apparent - the ELF is 
trying to save animal habitat. Indeed, there 
have been a few actions which have been 
jointly claimed by both groups when these 
types of actions have occurred. However, 
the ELF takes aim at a broader range of 
issues and atrocities, such as luxury house 
developments, genetic engineering, 
pesticide use on golf courses, anti-capitalist 
targets such as Nike, Starbucks, etc. Of 
course, it could be argued, and | would 
agree, that all the atrocities the ELF target 
do affect not only animal life but human 

life and the very planet and ecosystems 
which sustain all of us, and therefore it 
might make sense that both Press Offices 
should pool resources and energy to be 
more effective. But on that point | disagree. 


| believe it is important for the ALF and the 
ALF Press Office to remain seperate and 
distinct to ensure that the animals have a 
strong, focused, and undiluted voice to 
speak in their defence. 


As well, instead of combining resources 
and Press Offices, | believe that the animals 
(and the environment, as regards the ELF 
Press Office) would be much more well- 
represented if the Press Office work was 
more decentralized. It would be more 
beneficial if there were a dozen or so Press 
Offices representing different regions 
around the continent, working together 
perhaps through a centralized co-ordinating 
office, than only one single PO. This way 
there would be more voices adding to the 
support for illegal direct action and the ALF 
instead of always just the same one. This 
would also make it easier for others to 
publicly support illegal action when they see 
there is in fact a wider range of voices. 


A: What was your response to the 
allegations about the killing of right wing 
politician, Pim Fortuyn, by a supposed 
animal rights activist in Holland? Do you 
believe that violence against animal 
abusers and their supporters is a legitimate 
tactic in the war against animal abuse? 


DB: My first response was (and still is) to sit 
back and not judge the situation or the 
accused. To this day, there has been no 
comment from Volkert the alleged shooter, 
so we do not have any indication of his true 
motive. We do know that he was an animal 
rights and environmental activist, so the 
possibility remains that he killed Fortuyn for 
those reasons, but we also know that 
Fortuyn was a gay man, and that he had 
what some people define as anti 
immigration views, so the killing might be a 
hate crime against gay people or it might be 
in response to a perceived fascism 
espoused by Fortuyn. We might never know 
the real truth behind the killing unless 
Volkert speaks. 


Although | am a believer in non-violent 
action (which includes economic 
sabotage/property destruction actions) | do 
see that there could be a place for 
legitimate violent action in political 
struggles. Many progressive people who 
espouse non-violence in their North 
American or Western communities readily 
support violence when it involves "others" 
such as, for example, peasant uprisings in 
"Third World" countries who fight for self- 
determination or their land. But | have seen 
these same people condemn similar tactics 
when used in Canada or the U.S. by, for 
example, indigenous peoples fighting for 
their rights and sovereignty. 

This is a hypocrisy which does not make 
sense. If it's okay for indigenous peoples to 
take up arms in Mexico or Columbia or 
Vietnam, why is it not okay for them to take 
up arms in Canada or the U.S.? 


If one were to view the oppression and 
killing of animals as equal to or of no lesser 
value than the oppression and killing of 
humans, which is ultimately what a non- 
speciesist viewpoint would hold, then it 
follows that whatever tactics are deemed 
acceptable for saving human lives and 
human concerns, are equally valid for 
saving animal lives. Logically it would 
follow that if it is acceptable, for example, 
for the Zapatistas to take up arms in 
defense of their lives and their land in 
Mexico, then it is acceptable, for example, 
for the Mohawk Nation in Canada to defend 
their lives and land similarily. 


A: What growth and development has there 
been in direct action since its inception in 
N America? 


DB: | believe the growth and development 
of direct action in North America parallels 
that of the UK, except that on this 
continent, actions occur less frequently, are 
committed by fewer people, and, are 
always, it seems, several years behind the 
UK. For example, although the first major 
act of Arson was not until 1987 in 
California, the idea and practice of using 
fire as a tactic never really spread until the 
early/mid 1990s. It seems 

that North American activists look to the UK 
for guidance and direction on what levels to 
go to in resistance activity, though the 
reality is likely more to do with geo-political 
history, population densities and geography, 
and the political and law enforcement 
attitudes, not to mention the overall 
consciousness in the general population 
towards other species, which is severely 
lacking here compared to the UK. 


A: Would you say that Britain still exerts an 
influence, or has the US now overtaken 
them in its methods/success rate? 


DB: Yes, | still think the UK direct action 
movement influences the NA movement, 
but | also believe it's much more equal now, 
in that the effects one movement has on the 
other go both ways. Also, we are being 
affected by the movements in Europe and 
in the Scandinavian countries as well. 
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A: How is the NAALF regarded by the 
authorities? How does this affect the 
operational capabilities of the press office 
as well as your own personal life? 


DB: In general, the authorities regard me 
personally as a criminal, or even a terrorist, 
so it is no surprise that the Press Office 
might be viewed as something like a 
criminal enterprise, though | have nothing 
which tells me anything about what the 
authorities think of the Press Office. For the 
most part the Press Office has had very 
little interference, if any, from police, until 
July 30 when the PO was raided. 


" We would be 
so much 
further ahead 
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A: Hunger striker Barry Horne died because 
he believed absolutely in the cause of 
Animal Liberation. His death SHOULD have 
been a landmark in the history of the Animal 
Rights movement; instead, it seems to have 
gone largely unrecognized in this country 
for the very real and ultimate act of 
altruism that it was. Surely we as a 
movement should be paying some sort of 
tribute to the legacy of his courage, 
otherwise his death will have been utterly in 
vain. What was the response to his death in 
the US and how do you personally feel 
Barry’s sacrifice should be remembered? 


DB: The response to Barry's death in North 
America was fairly muted. It was certainly 
recognized but there has not been much 
discussion about the sacrifice he made for 
animal liberation. I'm not one who believes 
we need martyrs in our movement, at least 
not voluntary martyrs. | understand Barry 
was serving an extremely long and 
outrageous prison term, and behind the 
bars and walls, your body is probably the 
only thing you've got some measure of 
control over, so | recognise that hunger 
striking is one of the very few political 
tactics one can use while locked up. | also 
recognize and appreciate that Barry took 
hunger striking very seriously, unlike 
others who are really doing nothing more 
than fasting for a short time. (One thing that 
really riles me is the "hunger strike for a 
day/week" tactic which essentially belittles 
the extremely serious and powerful 
statement that a real hunger strike entails - 
which is of course hunger striking until 
demands are met or until death.) 


| think the deaths of all our comrades, from 
Jill Phipps and others to Barry Horne, 
should be recognized by memorials on their 
dates of death, followed by serious actions 
which do not trivialize these people's lives 
and sacrifices. It would be very powerful for 
ALF cells to commemorate Barry's death by 
taking action on his birthday, his death day, 
or by calling themselves the "Barry Horne 
Brigade" every time a communique was 
released. 


A: In closing, do you have any thoughts 
about the direction the movement should be 
taking to maximise its effectiveness? 


DB: We would be so much further ahead in 
our struggle if we learned to work together 
and support each other in spite of the 
political and tactical differences which 
plague our movement. It's time for the 
militant AR movement to stop the infighting, 
but it's much more important for the 
mainstream and more moderate movement 
to stop condemning the legitimate political 
strategy of economic sabotage. If we can't 
publicly support the diversity of our non- 
violent struggle, then we are doomed to 
failure. This doesn't mean that we can't 
criticize or debate with others about tactics 
and strategy, because some tactics | believe 
really do set the movement back, but we 
must learn to discuss these issues without 
animosity and self-rightousness, and at 
worst agree to disagree whilst supporting 
each other in public. 


Further, and perhaps most importantly, we 
need to put more effort into making key 
alliances with other movements fighting 
oppression. Oppression against all forms of 
life are equal in their root, and that is what 
should bind us together as a massive 
fighting force. United we stand (and win), 
divided we fall. 


SHUT DOWN THE 
MONKEY 


FARM 


IN AUSTRALIA 


Check out this fabulous web 
www.antivivisection.cjb.ne¢ 


There is a dangerous push in Australia 
to breed more nonhuman primates for 
animal experimentation than ever 
before due to perceived ‘successes’ in 
the field of genetics in this country. 
Hundreds of monkeys will be bred in 
the near future for medical 
experiments at a farm in Churchill, 
Victoria, These monkeys will be bred 
to order and sold for research, which 
will include testing HIV vaccines, 
studying strokes, Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimers disease; the latter three are 
induced in their hapless victims by 
vivisectors through brain damaging 
the monkeys. 


Take Alzheimer's disease (AD) for example. 
This condition causes confusion, memory 
loss and dementia in millions of elderly 
people. The cause remains unknown and 
there is no effective treatment. In the 
brains of AD patients, an abnormal build-up 
of proteins occurs, in the form of plaques 
and tangles. No one knows if these protein 
deposits are a cause or a result of the 
disease. Eventually the brain cells start to 
die, the brain shrinks and there is a loss of 
mental abilities with increasing age. 


No animals suffer from AD in the way 
humans do, yet many animals have been 
consumed in an attempt to find that perfect 
laboratory “model.” Macaque monkeys 
develop protein deposits in the brain as they 
age, but they do not suffer from the severe 
form of disease seen in humans. In any 
case, monkeys in the natural would live 
beyond 30 years of age, and that means to 
a vivisector that it is generally too expensive 
to keep them in laboratories for that amount 
of time. “Blind Freddie” would know that to 
brain damage a monkey to study 
Alzheimer's disease is bogus. AD is an 
aging, slow, chronic degenerative disease. 
Brain damage is not. 


There are so many examples, but due to 
lack of space |'ll cite only one more. For 
over 20 years chimpanzees and monkeys 


have been used for AIDS research and 
what has been yielded? Rich primate 
researchers and dead ends, that’s what! 
Never before in the history of disease 
research have in vitro methodologies and 
the tools of modern molecular biology 
played such important roles as in the case 
of the AIDS epidemic. It is irrefutable that 
the overwhelming body of knowledge we 
have accumulated on AIDS has come from 
the cooperation utilising epidemiological, in 
vitro, and clinical research together. 
Nonhuman primates can't get fully blown 
AIDS. Only humans do. Nonhuman 
primates get a monkey virus called Simian 
immunodeficiency virus (SIV) but as AIDS 
vaccine researcher Dani PR. Bolognesi notes, 


No animal models faithfully reproduce 
human immunodeficency virus type -1 (HIV- 
1) infection and disease ... and the studies 
of experimental vaccines in animal models 
of disease caused by lentiviruses have 
yielded disparate results, making it difficult 
to determine what is required for a 
successful HIV-1 vaccine. 


Australian AR group, Animal Defenders, is 
strenuously opposing plans by the National 
Health and Medical Research Council who 
gave this $5 million dollar grant away to 
fund a breeding and research centre. 
Professor Stephen Harrap, head of the 
committee that manages the Melbourne 
University macaque colony and will be on 
the committee that will oversee this new 
centre is quoted as saying that research 
monkeys are treated with respect. “We 
treat them as very precious creatures,” he 
said. Not precious enough to spare their 
lives Prof. Harrap!! 


The statement by chairwoman Elizabeth 
Grant from NHMRC that “there is a lot of 
traumatic stuff that animals are used for but 
they can only be used for one experiment” 
is sickening. The mentality which assumes 
that other species are facilities placed here 
for our use and that their lives only matter in 
that context, is exactly the same thinking 


which relegated the slavery and the black 
races for so long as an inferior status. 


We are asking you to e-mail your protests 
today to: 


Professor Stephen Harrap 

E.mail: s.harrap@unimelb.edu.au 

Cc to Senator Patterson - 

Email: senator kcpatterson@aph.gov.au 
And finally Mr Stephen Marshall who will 
head this new centre. He’s been quoted as 
saying “If we didn’t have to use monkeys, 
we'd do away with animals in laboratories 
tomorrow.’ 

E mail Mr Steven Marshall: 
Animal.Services@adm.monash.edu.au 
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ROW OVER LABOUR FUNDING 


Billionaire Science Minister Lord Sainsbury, 
who bailed Labour out of a financial crisis 
to the tune of £2 million earlier this year, 
has overseen a 300% increase in his 
department's funding for the Sainsbury 
Laboratory which he helped to found in 
1987. The disclosure of the funding rise for 
the laboratory, which researches genetically 
modified crops, triggered a row with 
opposition MPs and environmental groups 
querying why the Minister's 'pet project’ has 
been thus favoured while research into food 
safety and renewable energy has been 
sidelined. Since the Labour peer became 
Science Minister in July 1998 and took 
overall control of the Government's research 
funding body, the lab's handouts have 
quadrupled to £1.2m a year from £300,000 
under the Tories, whilst funding to other 
bodies has declined or increased only 
marginally. 


BOYS TORTURE LAMB 


West Mercia Police questioned four boys 
aged between 9 and 13 about an attack on 
a lamb which had to be destroyed after 
being kicked and beaten with a stick which 
left it with two broken legs. 

The incident occurred on Monday April 30 
in a field at Fox Walk Farm, off Grafton 
Lane, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire and was 
received with revulsion by the public, “in 
particular other youngsters”. Police are 
considering what further action to take. 


GENEWATCH CONDEMNED 


According to a report by genetics 
monitoring group Genewatch, British 
scientists are genetically modifying and 


cloning hundreds of thousands of animals a 


year with little health or commercial 
advantage. The majority of the 582,000 


animals genetically altered in Britain in 2000 


for medical or agricultural research were 
mice, but increasingly sheep, goats, cattle, 
pigs, rabbits, birds, poultry and cats are 
being used. The report drew on peer- 
reviewed scientific studies and patent 
applications made by companies, and was 
condemned by scientists as "irresponsible". 
It covers the development of GM animal 
technologies worldwide; many experiments 
are said to be highly inefficient, causing 
animal suffering and waste of life while 
abortion, premature death and infertility are 
commonplace side effects. According to Dr 
Sue Mayer (one of the report's authors who 
is also on the governement's agriculture 
and biotechnology committee which 
oversees biotecnology development):"The 
extent of animal suffering and the reasons 
for it are being hidden from public scrutiny 
and debate”. 
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SILENCE IS GOLDEN 


A leaked confidential memorandum 
circulated in the Department of the 
Environment revealed that secret plans are 
being prepared to stop Britons challenging 
the safety of GM crops at public hearings. 
The memorandum proposed an "urgent" 
change in the law by November to crack 
down on objections to the crops before they 
are grown in Britain . Its disclosure came as 
public hearings were to open in London 
over corn developed by Aventis, the first GM 
variety grown commercially here. The 
document urged the Government to 
"proceed rapidly" to amend the law 
following the hearings and to stop the public 
challenging controversial developments 
such as nuclear waste dumps at public 
inquiries. 


FOWL MATTERS 


A genetically plucked chicken could soon 
replace the feathered variety worldwide in 
the quest to find cheaper ways to produce 
meat. The cross between a rare, bare- 
skinned breed and a normal bird is the 
brainchild of Israeli geneticist Avigdor 
Cahaner of the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem who lists as the bird’s assets its 
ability to keep cooler than its feathered 
counterpart thereby saving energy to 
enable it to grow faster and plumper; the 
bypassing of feather-plucking labour costs 
would apparently lead to cheaper, leaner 
and more eco-friendly meals for millions. 
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GLAXO OWNS UP 


British drug giant GlaxoSmithKline has 
finally admitted that thousands of babies in 
this country were inoculated with a faulty 
batch of toxic whooping cough vaccines in 
the 1970s believed to have caused 
permanent brain damage and even fatalities 
in the young. In 1992, the family of an Irish 
boy, who suffered brain damage from one 
of these toxic vaccines, was awarded £2.7 
million in compensation by the Irish 
Supreme Court. 


UNITED NATIONS RAISES ALARM 


The United Nations’ GEO-3 report on the 
state of the global environment revealed 
that almost a quarter of the world’s 
mammals will face extinction within 30 
years. Scientists identified 11,046 species 
of endangered plants and animals including 
1,130 mammals, 1,183 species of birds and 
5,611 plant species. Of the latter, the true 
figure is likely to be higher given that only 
4% of known plant species have been 
properly evaluated. The list included the 
black rhino and Siberian tiger, as well as the 
less publicised Amur leopard of Asia, the 
short-tailed chinchilla of South America and 
the Philippine eagle. Researchers believe 
that the loss of habitats by human 
encroachment is largely responsible for the 
predicament facing 89 percent of 
threatened birds, 83 percent of threatened 
mammals and 91 percent of endangered 
plants. Alien invasive species are the 
second major threat, affecting about 30 
percent of threatened birds and 15 percent 
of threatened plants. 


QUID PRO QUO 


The results of a survey carried out by the 
Dunn Human Nutrition Unit in Cambridge 
on diet-related cancers were announced at 
a conference at Glasgow University earlier 
this year. Researchers extrapolated from the 
results of a 10-year study on 400,000 men 
and women across Europe that an 
estimated 35% of cancers are directly 
linked to certain food and drink. Cured 
meats such as salami, bacon, ham and hot 
dogs can increase risk of bowel cancer by 
50% if eaten in large quantities; low fibre 
diets were said to be connected to bowel 
cancer, while alcohol was linked to oral 
cancers and cancer of the gullet. 


WHALE DEATHS LINKED 
WITH HUMAN GARBAGE 


Following a report of a dead stranded 
whale, found to have a stomach full of 800g 
of litter including plastic bags, the Marine 
Conservation Society and members of the 
National Aquatic Litter Group called for 
further measures to be taken to reduce litter 
in rivers, on beaches and at sea. In April 
2002, a Minke whale was found stranded on 
a beach in Normandy, France. In the study 
undertaken to determine the cause of 
death, the Cotentin Cetaceans Study Group 
and the University of Caen analysed the 
whales stomach contents and found it to 
contain 800g (wet weight) of plastic bags 
and packaging, which researchers consider 
may have caused the whale's death. 
Amongst the identifiable litter found in the 
stomach were: 1 foil crisp packet, 2 plastic 
carrier bags, 7 dustbin bag fragments, 7 
transparent plastic bags and 1 food container. 


RSPCA FEAR INFILTRATION 


Pro-hunt activists in the form of candidates 
proposed for positions in the society's ruling 
council are trying to to ‘hijack’ the RSPCA.. 
Senior sources at the charity believe that 
the move is part of a strategy by the pro- 
hunt lobby to overturn the society's 
opposition to hunting, which it condemns as 
‘horrific’; they have alerted their members to 
be aware of impostors. Four of the 12 
candidates are keen pro-hunt supporters - 
one belongs to a hunt. All are farmers and 
all joined the RSPCA in 1996. 


PATIENT SUES HOSPITAL 


22-yr old Luke Hassett, diagnosed paranoid 
schizophrenic after being prescribed the 
controversial acne drug, Roaccutane in 
1999, is to sue Leeds General infirmary and 
the prescribing clinician. Hassett, who now 
lives in a psychiatric unit near Manchester, 
is one of hundreds of patients complaining 
of long term side effects from the drug. His 
decision came after confirmation that 15-yr 
old Charles Bishop who flew an aeroplane 
into the 28th floor of a Florida skyscraper in 
January had been taking the US equivalent, 
Accutane. US lawyers are suing Roche, the 
manufacturers of the drug, for $70m on 
behalf of the Bishop family, claiming that 
their son’s suicide was caused by the 
medication. A 1990 US Food and Drugs 
Administration memo on Accutane 
attributed injury and death to the drug, 
including 11,000 to 13,000 related abortions 
and 900 to 1,100 A-related birth defects. In 
the UK, where thousands of young people 
have been treated, there have been around 
1,200 "adverse drug reactions", including 15 
suicides. 


AN OCTOPUS INTELLIGENT? NEVER! 


An octopus rescued from a rockpool where 
he was stranded on a British beach amazed 
staff at the Blue Reef Aquarium in 
Tynemouth, Tyneside by learning to 
unscrew jars to get at the food inside. 

The half-metre long curled octopus playfully 
engages in tug of war with workers, who 
are convinced the octopus has a high 
degree of intelligence. One aquarium 
employee encourages the octopus’s 
curiosity, and in one such experiment, found 
that the octopus, after a few attempts, 
succeeded in unscrewing the top of a jar to 
get at the food inside. Octopuses belong to 
the same family of animals as slugs and 
snails, have a highly-developed nervous 
system and the largest, most advanced 
brain of any invertebrate. 


RSPCA ORDERS CUTS AFTER 
SPENDING SPREE 


The RSPCA ordered spending cuts after 
spending in excess of £20million on political 
campaigns and a smart new HQ. As a 
result, funding for animal hospitals and 
wildlife clinics is under threat after the 
charity's chiefs demanded budget savings 
of £2million. It was also revealed that only 
HALF the £70million spent last year went 
on RSPCA inspectors and prosecuting 
animal cruelty. Of the society's 1,720 staff 
only 328 are animal inspectors — but 
thousands has been spent on recruiting 
more administrative staff; the director 
general's post, due to be vacant later this 
year, was being advertised at £90,000 per 
annum plus perks! 
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DOLPHIN CALF DIES 
IN SHOPPING MALL 


Shoppers recently witnessed both the birth 
and death of a dolphin at West Edmonton 
Mall, Toronto; it is believed that Mavis, an 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphin, deliberately held 
her calf underwater to kill her, even though 
the calf appeared lively and healthy to 
onlookers. One witness was recorded as 
saying: "Could it be the mother didn't want 
her baby to live in that type of environment, 
| don't know? I'm not an activist nor an 
animal advocate, nor have | ever been. But 
it was painfully apparent... that the mother 
was very deliberate in her actions. Those 
animals don't belong in that kind of 
environment’. 


MOBILE PHONES LINKED TO THE 
DECLINE OF THE AFRICAN APE 


In a recent UK tv film about the plight of the 
great apes, mobile phones and other 
electronic goods were linked with 
endangering the African ape population. 
The appliances use the mineral coltan 
which regulates voltage and stores energy, 
and is obtained mainly from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Mobile phone users are 
unwittingly contributing to the possible 
extinction of one of the great ape species; 
part of the country is the last stronghold of 
the eastern lowland gorilla, whose numbers 
have declined by 80-90% in the last five 
years bringing their estimated total to some 
3,000. A United Nations initiative to save 
the apes could prove vital but eastern DRC 
is a war zone, where factions vie for power 
across the borders of Rwanda, Burundi and 
Uganda. The global spread of mobile 
phones has led to a coltan boom in eastern 
DRC, home to 80% of the world's coltan 
reserves; its current stock market price is 
some $600 per kilo. 


AUTISM & MMR VACCINE 
MAY BE LINKED 


Autism may have been triggered by the 
MMR vaccine in about one in ten sufferers, 
according to research. Urinary samples 
rom the 10% of children whose parents 
blame their condition on the jab were very 
different from samples provided by the 90% 
whose parents did not think there was a 
ink. The children appear subtly different to 
typical autism sufferers and there are 
biological markers found in the urine of the 
children which is atypical. Compounds 
found in the urine of this sub-group could 
be caused by the infection of measles in 
the intestines. This refutes the MMR’s 
insistence that independent studies had 
shown strong evidence that there was no 
ink between MMR and autism. 


BEEFED UP CHICKEN SOLD 


Britons are consuming vast quantities of 
imported frozen chicken adulterated with 
beef protein powder, which could present a 
risk of BSE. The beef proteins are added 
to make the chicken absorb extra water so 
that it can be sold for vast profits and it is a 
system that has been widely used in other 
countries for the last 5 years but testing for 
their presence has only recently become 
sufficiently sophistiacted to do so. The 
chicken is extensively used in catering 
around the country. The Irish authorities 
impounded the meat, but the UK FSA has 
not acted to remove the same brands from 
sale in this country. 


DRUGS FEARS 


The Journal of the American Medical 
Association has published the results of US 
research which indicates that 20% of 
recently approved prescription drugs have 
serious or life-threatening side effects and 
suggests that doctors should prescribe 
older medication whenever possible. The 
findings, by the Public Citizen Health 
Research Group, may prompt the US Food 
and Drug Administration to consider raising 
its threshold for approving new drugs when 
safe and effective alternatives exist. 


UPDATE ON FAMOUS STAR 


Attempts to release Keiko, star of the 
feature film ‘Free Willy,’ back into the wild 
are looking promising. Since the Free 
Willy/Keiko Foundation was launched 

in 1994, each year has seen Keiko reduce 
his dependence on humans a little more 
and he is now spending almost all his time 
with wild whales. His progress is viewed by 
experts as encouraging, and it is believed 
that this year, he may be ready to go free. 
He travels as much as 100 miles a day with 
wild orca, and is being tracked to monitor 
his progress. He is usually 50-200 metres 
away from the pod and shadows their 
movements, and is now beginning to 
intermingle with some of the wild whales. 
He will be closely observed to see if he 
continues to socialize and begins to forage 
with them. Keiko was captured in Icelandic 
waters more than 22 years ago at the age 
of two to perform in the marine park 
industry, first in Canada and then Mexico 
where he languished and would most 
certainly have died were it not for the fact 
that he became the star of the hit film 'Free 
Willy’ and the world learned of his plight. So 
huge was the outpouring of sentiment from 
people the world over that he be released 
that with combined efforts of the Humane 
Society of the United States, the Free 
Willy/Keiko Foundation and Ocean Futures 
Society and thousands of donors 
throughout the world, Keiko's release into 
the wild became a very real possibility. 


RSPCA SUPPORTS 
SLAUGHTER POLICY 


At an RSPCA AGM in London on 29th June 
this year, Rob Atkinson of the charity's 
wildlife division said - when questioned 
about Ken Livingstone's plans to cull the 
Trafalgar Square pigeon population - that he 
would not be opposed to such a measure. If 
the RSPCA decide to back Atkinson and 
publicly approve the mass culling, inroads 
made by organisations such as PICAS and 
other campaigning bodies advocating 
humane population control will be set back 
decades. In the past, the RSPCA have at 
least passively supported ‘alternatives’ to 
culling, but by suggesting that they will 
support a mass cull they have given the 
green light to local authorities and 
commercial organisations across the UK 
who have previously avoided lethal control 
due to potential bad publicity and confronta- 
tions with animal welfare bodies. 

(email Atkinson and copy your email to 
Arthur Lindley, Director of Science at the 
RSPCA. 


Rob Atkinson: ratkins@RSPCA.org.uk 
Arthur Lindley: alindley@RSPCA.org.uk 


PRAGUE ZOO ANIMALS DIE IN FLOOD 


A 12-yr old sea lion escaped from Prague's 
zoo during the recent flooding and swam to 
neighbouring north eastern Germany only 
to die on his return journey to Prague, 
following his recapture about 150 miles 
from the zoo in the city of Wittenberg. It is 
assumed he died of the combined effects of 
exhaustion, infection and internal injuries. 
Two other sea lions survived. Workers 
moved many animals to higher ground 
during the flooding, but dozens died as a 
result of the country’s worst flooding in 
175 years. A lion, bear and an elephant 
(caged for 32 years and filmed during his 
last terrible moments by a cameraman) 
drowned, while a gorilla is missing, 
presumed dead. Provision had apparently 
been made, however, for the safeguarding 
of inanimate artefacts elsewhere in the 
city... 


MEDICAL RESEARCH 
WITHOUT ANIMAL EXPERIMENTS 


Doctors Chris Barratt and lan Brewis have 
been awarded further funding to continue 
their research into the study of human male 
infertility at a Birmingham Hospital. 
Birmingham scientists previously 
established a method by which human 
testicular tissue obtained from biopsies can 
be transported and stored without 
jeopardising its cellular function. This is an 
important step towards encouraging 
researchers to study humans rather than 
rodents and primates in understanding 


infertlity. The development of a reliable 
human culture system would be a major 
breakthrough in this field. 

To date, all research on apoptosis in sperm 
cells has been carried out on rodents but 
there are several key differences in the way 
that humans and rodents produce sperm 
cells which makes such data unreliable. 
Dr.Brewis states, "We look forward to 
further demonstrating that human research 
is the way forward. Already co-workers are 
taking notice of our work and discussing the 
limitations of animal work and potential of 
their work becoming more human 
orientated". 


BOARDING CATTERY 
& SMALL RESCUE 
ORGANISATION 
on outskirts of London 
require paid assistant 
in January/February 2003. 
Non smoking vegan/vegetarian; 
own self contained 
accommodation. 
Pets welcome. 
Hours and salary 
by mutual agreement. 
Please ring Barbara Allen on 
020 8688 6568 
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ARKANGEL 


Animal rights magazines have been forced 
to fold in the past, purely because they did 
not have the financial resources to keep 
going; the disappearance of singular 
publications such as the UK's ‘Turning Point’ 
or the US’ ‘Animal's Voice’ were a real loss 
to the movement, offering as they did a 
unique and quality information service. 


Arkangel’s difficulties run along the same 
tangent — meeting the printing costs for 
every issue is a real struggle and although 
selling the magazine at demonstrations and 
animal rights festivals has its own rewards - 
not least that of having direct feedback from 
readers — it simply does not generate 
enough money to enable us to make the 
magazine go from strength to strength. 
Raising money this way is hard work, nor is 
success guaranteed, dependent as it is both 
on numbers in attendance at such events as 
well as the availabilty of Arkangel volunteers 
which cannot always be guaranteed given 
that they also have commitments in other 
areas of animal rights campaigning. 


Money thus raised usually enables us to 
print the next issue - just; it does not cover 
overheads, the costs of which are met 
personally by our unpaid skeleton “staff”, nor 


give us any leeway to expand and improve. 
Having a healthy subscription base would do 
much to alleviate this state of affairs and 
enable us to concentrate on other things — 
to allow the Arkangel to spread her wings, if 
you like. 


When Ronnie Lee first started Arkangel all 
those years ago, it was intended to be for 


ALL OF US - the first animal rights 
magazine to allow everyone a voice in the 
developing movement. That ethos still holds 
true today, even if Ronnie has long since left 
the helm. 


Having entered the age of computers, 
communication is far more rapid as is the 
spread of information; running with that, our 
website covers areas which are beyond the 
remit of a magazine that comes out so 
infrequently but it is simply another facet of 
Arkangel’s unique forum for debate which 
we want to continue to expand ever further 
to enable it to become truly international. 


In order for us to continue what we believe 
is a vital tradition, we desperately need 
YOUR help; having a solid subscription base 
would help alleviate financial strain, improve 
the standard of the magazine and free us 
up a little to develop affiliated projects. 
Remember, the magazine is put together 
and run entirely by volunteers who believe in 
its message. Show that you believe in it too 
- if you can afford the £10 subscription fee, 
PLEASE HELP US BY TAKING OUT A 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY. 


Thank you for your support. 


ARKAN GEE 


for 


animal ltiberation 
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ARKANGEL INVITES YOU 


to click onto THE interactive website for the animal rights movement. 


Log on & post the news stories in your area, post comments & view interviews 
with leading figures in the animal rights movement both in this country & abroad. 


Features include: Calendar of Events, Archival Arkangel Articles, Editorials, 
as well as previews of the new Arkangel Magazines. 


The new Arkangel website hopes to provide a forum for both news & views 
to be posted wherever you may be campaigning in the world. 


The effectiveness of the website depends upon YOUR contribution & interaction. 


PLEASE HELP MAKE IT A SUCCESS 


www.arkangelweb.org 


THE EARTH LIBERATION FRONT: 


TEN YEARS OLD 
AND STILL GOING STRONG 


By Pikion 


On the 2nd of January 2002, news began to break of a possible Earth Liberation Front action in the Rocky Mountains of 
Colorado, USA: arsonists had caused $600,000 damage to two buildings at Bear Lake, one a visitor’s kiosk, the other 
housing rest rooms. Each fire had been started separately and although no official statement had been made, the FBI were 
investigating the blaze and strongly suspected the Earth Liberation Front to be responsible. 


he Earth Liberation Front was born in 

Britain ten years ago in 1992 a year after 
Earth First! was established in Britain. Founded 
in America ten years before it came to Britain, 
the direct action movement Earth First! uses 
Deep Ecology as its motivating principle using 
a mixture of civil disobedience and direct 
action to stop the earth wreckers in their 
tracks. Its influence and popularity have spread 
across the globe. 


Deep Ecology is the recognition that all 
species and wild habitats on this planet, be 
they forest, desert, polar ice cap, ocean, 
marsh or whatever, have the right to exist free 
from human interference. Earth First! activists 
argue that wilderness needs to be preserved, 
not for the benefit of humans, but because of 
the multitude of plant and animal species that 
make up that wilderness. And they go further in 
saying that where wilderness has been lost, it 
should be recreated and lost species re- 
introduced. So here in Britain that would mean 
re-planting the great forests and reintroducing 
the bear, wolf and boar. Earth First! activists 
literally put the Earth first and if that means 
risking their personal freedom, then that is a 
risk they take. 


In North America and in some other countries, 
Earth First! has a proud history of ecotage 
(criminal damage & sabotage in defence of the 
environment) and it is its mixture of both civil 
disobedience and ecotage which has given rise 
to Earth First s reputation as a radical environ- 
mental movement. However, in Britain it was 
feared that if the British Earth First! movement 
became associated with overtly illegal activity 
then it could loose a lot of its popular support. 
(In 1991 & 92 Earth First! was the fastest 
growing eco-movement in Britain). It was also 
feared that ecotage would justify the police 
using extreme measures to crush this infant 
radical green movement. So in 1992, at the 
first UK Earth First! gathering held in Brighton, 
it was agreed that the Earth First! name would 
only be associated with civil disobedience type 
direct actions (mass trespass, vehicle 
occupation, tree-sitting, lock-ins, etc). The 
more overt ecotage action (criminal damage, 
arson, tree-spiking, etc) would be claimed 
under the name of the Earth Liberation Front. 


The split seemed like an ideal solution and the 
newly formed ELF quickly set to work. One of 
the most memorable early actions occurred in 
Wales when thousands of pounds worth of 
damage was caused to a Fisons peat bog 


destroying operation. Other ELF actions 
included the glueing of locks during the 
Mahogany Means Murder protests, the 
destruction of earth wrecking machines at road 
construction sites, the spiking of trees in 
threatened woods, damage to out of town 
located supermarkets (including one torched 
supermarket during a campaign to stop a 
specific out of town Sainsbury supermarket 
development in Somerset), etc. However, 
probably the most daring ELF action occurred 
at the height of the Road Wars in 1995 when 
eco-activists raided the central London offices 
of the Government s Department of Transport 
and trashed over 100 computers. 


The popularity of the ELF was not confined to 
Britain either. ELF cells rapidly established 
themselves across Europe and Scandinavia 
and attacks were carried out against petrol 
stations, road construction sites, car sale 
rooms, golf courses, companies associated 
with the dumping of toxic waste, etc. 


However, it wasn t until 1996 that the name 
"Earth Liberation Front" was used to officially 
claim a graffiti attack against a McDonalds in 
North America. Yet despite these humble 
beginnings, the North American ELF was keen 
to catch up with their European colleagues. 
Europe was seeing a massive State repression 
backlash against the ALF & ELF and attempts 
to stop the reporting of their actions; police 
raided the Ravage office in Holland because 
this radical eco-magazine had published part of 
a press release from the ELF claiming respon- 
sibility for a bomb attack against an empty 
building owned by a German company 
associated with dumping toxic waste; the 
Gandalf Trial in Britain saw the jailing of three 
Editors of Green Anarchist magazine on 
charges of incitement to cause criminal 
damage including criminal damage by fire for 
primarily reporting the activities of the ELF & 
ALF; the Finnish police effectively closed down 
the Finnish ALFSG for a while following two 
high profile arsons in Finland. In 1997, ELF 
supporters in North America set up what was 
to eventually become the North American ELF 
Press Office. By the time the State repression 
in America forced this North American ELF 
Press Office to close down in 2001, other 
supporters had already established a 
cyberspace website for the Earth Liberation 
Front, www.earthliberationfront.com. The ELF 
over the past ten years have gone from 
strength to strength. State backlash has failed 
to stop the ELF either in Britain, across Europe 


or anywhere else in the world. In fact the ELF 
activities, and the activities of likeminded 
groups, are becoming ever more numerous. 
For example, on the 26th of February 2002 it 
was reported that Australian eco-saboteurs 
had caused $3million damage in two separate 
southern Tasmanian logging coups in what 
was described as "a well-organised weekend 
strike" which had involved logging equipment 
being trashed and torched and piles of logs 
being burned. The previous month eco- 
saboteurs had caused $750,000 damage to 
machinery that was being used to destroy a 
native forest between Lake Gordon and Lake 
Pedder in Tasmania. 


Despite all the activity, ELF activists preferred 
to remain anonymous. Very few activists ever 
press release their actions so as not to give 
away clues to the police as to their identity; as 
a result, very few ELF activists in Europe have 
ever ended up in prison. Those who have were 
generally associated with causing criminal 
damage to road construction machinery and 
were basically caught red handed. The first 
ever European ELF prisoner, Paul S, was jailed 
in 1994 after being found guilty of damaging 
road construction machinery in Holland. The 
last European ELF to be jailed, was Lee Himlin 
who recently did 15 months for causing 
£25,000 to quarrying equipment at the "Nine 
Ladies" quarry in Britain. 


If the European elves were being quiet about 
their actions, the same cannot be said for the 
American elves. In North America, ELF activity 
started relatively late compared to their 
European counterparts. In 1995 a Canadian 
group calling itself the Earth Liberation Army 
destroyed a hunting lodge while in the USA a 
couple of anonymous actions occurred against 
logging sites. In one action, ecoteurs sneaked 
past a sleeping security guard and poured "an 
abrasive foreign substance" into the fuel tanks 
of a number of heavy machines before making 
a silent exit. The discovery of this action only 
came the next day when the engines seized up 
on two of the machines. In the other action, 
ecoteurs gained access to a number of large 
machines, including skidders and a dumper 
truck, which were parked in an unguarded 
woodland worksite. 


The Earth Liberation Front is a truly interna- 
tional movement. Happy Tenth Birthday ELF! 
Here s to the next ten years... 
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MONICA HARVEY 
1918-2002 


It would have been a strange person indeed that 
failed to be swept up by Monica Harvey's 
infectious laughter and love of life; | never heard 
her say a bad word about anyone and her 
youthful optimism about life and human nature 
was utterly endearing, even extending to investi- 
gating police officers who came to call. The thing 
about Monica was that she was unassailed by 
doubts about what she believed which enabled 
her to be completely free and open in the way 
she expressed herself-not just about animal 
rights, but about her personal life too. Although | 
never personally heard her be either despondent, 
negative or pessimistic, | do know there were 
times when she found her polio related disability 
frustrating, confining her as it did latterly to the 
small pink chalet, the Harveys had built for her in 
her beloved garden. But despite this confinement, 
she was able to make use of the phone as her 
lifeline, and to continue the work she was doing 
for animals, whether for the animal rights 
movement as regional contact for a number of 
groups, or running Petnet, a charity service for 
reuniting lost companion animals with people, 
which she did together with her husband between 
1998-2002. During the greater part of her 84 
years, Monica questioned everything, slicing 
through layers of hypocrisy and injustice to get at 
the truth; in the case of animals, she did her 
utmost to alleviate their suffering. She was an 
utterly indomitable spirit, refusing to allow her 
illness to be an excuse to sit back and do 
nothing, and from the confines of her home in her 
later years, she was one of the most active 
animal rights activists | have been privileged to 
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know, always modest about her own 
achievements, but generous with her praise and 
acknowledgement of others’ work. 


Although animals were her lifelong passion (the 
Harveys always had 10 or so rescued dogs in 
their care at any one time and some 32 during 
their life together), Monica's activities were not 


restricted to the A/R movement; during the sixties, 


while also undertaking voluntary work for the 
Samaritans, Monica and her husband Richard 


joined the CND and Committee of 100. As part of 


a small group which included their daughter 
Catherine, they made three trips to countries 
behind the erstwhile Iron Curtain to promote 
peace as well as attending many marches and 
peace rallies in Britain. Alongside this 


commitment to the peace movement, the Harveys 


(who became vegan in 1975 after 25 years as 
vegetarians) became increasingly involved with 
animal rights, spurred on to some extent by their 
geographic proximity to the notorious Porton 
Down as well as by its association with the 
development of weapons of war. 


The logical extension to their affiliation to the 
peace movement was their campaigning against 
Porton Down (see Richard's article In Arkangel 
26) which spanned three decades. Aside from 
founding Salisbury Animal Friends together, they 
also co-founded Friends of the Animals at Porton 
Down with their colleague Jennifer Pothecary. 
They organised marches, public meetings, vigils, 
fasts at and against Porton Down with the 
increasing tide of animal abuse there and without 
compromising their principles, became on 
speaking terms with the head of security 
believing that it was important to open the 
channels of communication. The Harveys also 
gave very active support to the now defunct 
animal rescue charity PALS in a variety of ways, 
including being one-time trustees as well as 
taking in a number of their dogs; they also took 
into their care a number of animals whose 
“provenance” it would be best not to dwell on! 


Monica was a regional contact for some six 
organisations, including the Vegan Society, and 
was active in almost all of the local animal rights 
campaigns, attending demonstrations whenever 
her health or the environmental circumstances 
permitted; those she could not attend, she 
supported in spirit. Monica was a member of 
around 40 animal welfare/rights groups and 
Richard, who attributes to his wife's influence the 
fact that he came to love dogs as much as she 
and to emulate her compassion, has vowed to 
continue to do the same as long as he is able. 


The world is a far poorer place without Monica in 
it, but it was blessed, if only for a brief while, with 
a rare champion. Monica will be missed by all of 
those who knew her; and our hearts go out to her 
family, whom we thank for providing us with the 
biographical details for this obituary. 


IN MEMORY OF SUE 


Sue Smith, one of the pioneers of direct action for 
animal liberation, died recently at the age of 55. 


Sue was involved in the early days of the Hunt 
Saboteurs Association, and Served as its Hon. 
Secretary and as a committee member during tl 
early seventies. She was one of the founder 
members of the Band of Mercy, which later 
became the ALF, and took part in many raids 
against the vivisection industry, hunt kennels, 
factory farms etc. when these groups were in their 
infancy. These included the famous action against 
the notorious ICI laboratories in Cheshire, when 
two of the "smoking" beagles were rescued from 
horrific tobacco experiments. 


In the mid-seventies, Sue moved from the London 
area down to the West Country, where she worked 
at several sanctuaries, devoting herself to Animal 
rescue and the treatment of sick and injured 
creatures, using herbalism and other natural 
methods. Eventually, she bought a dilapidated 
farmhouse, which she renovated for use as an 
animal sanctuary and natural healing centre for 
both animals and people. Many creatures, rescued 
from the nightmare of vivisection or factory 
farming, found care and comfort at her hands. 


Sue, who had been a vegan for the past 30 years, 
never gave up her involvement in animal rights 
activism, and still found time to go on 
demonstrations and take part in direct action in 
different parts of the country. She was even given 
her own regular spot on a local television 
programme, in which she spread the animal rights 
message and opened the eyes of viewers to the 
various forms of animal abuse. 


Despite having lived in Somerset for many years, 
Sue never lost her jaunty London accent and the 
terrific sense of humour that went with it. A breath 
of fresh air in these days when many animal rights 
activists don't know what it is to have a good laugh. 


Sadly, Sue became ill during the past year and 
eventually her condition became so bad that she 
was admitted to hospital in Taunton. Doctors at first 
thought she was suffering from lupus, but tests 
showed this wasn't the case and they were never 
able to determine the cause of her illness. 


Having known Sue for 30 years, | was desperately 
worried when | heard she was in hospital and 
phoned the ward to speak to her. She was suffering 
from pneumonia and had breathing difficulties, but 
we were still able to have a good chat and a great 
laugh, and she seemed determined to fight her 
illness and get back as soon as possible to her 
involvement in the animal rights movement. 


Unhappily, this was not to be, and after slipping into 
unconsciousness, she died on July 29th and was 
buried, a week later, in the grounds of her beloved 
sanctuary and healing centre, in a very moving 
ceremony which combined elements of pagan and 
American Indian funeral rites. 


Sue was, to a large extent, an unsung heroine of 
the movement for animal liberation, because she 
was never arrested for direct action, her 

important involvement in the Band of Mercy and 
ALF can only now be revealed. | 


She will be sadly missed and the world is a poorer 
place withou 


Ronnie Lee 


The following is a transcript of a letter Sue Smith 
wrote from her hospital bed when she realised 
she was probably going to die. It reflects her 
strong spiritual beliefs and her commitment to the 
animal rights movement and was read out at her 
funeral ceremony . We print it here unedited so 
that readers can get a feel of the sort of person 
she was. 


Welcome dear and beloved friends to my funny 
rule - yes, the only rule of the day is that you 
have great fun. | know that many of you that do 
not share my philosophies and total non-fear of 
death may feel a bit sad, and that's fine, but this 
is a celebration of my life, not a grieving at my 
moving on cos I'll be having a great time by now 
with my BOYS and GRANNY and | want you all to 
as well. (The "boys" and "Granny" were spiritual 
entities that Sue said she was able to 
communicate with) 


| don't know quite how quick I'll shoot through to 
a higher plane as they have a different time 
system but I'm sure I'll be able to take time out for 
this party, so let's make it a good one. Let kids, 
dogs or whatever run about and play and shout - 
that's fine. Also, if | do stick around the earth 
plane for a while | would be only too pleased to 
try to help any animal rights activist with their 
projects. As many of you know - and now | can 
be open on this - COS THEY CAN'T TOUCH ME 
FOR IT NOW, CAN THEY - I've broken into 
battery houses and vivisection breeders and 
puppy farms and people's houses to liberate 
suffering creatures. I've broken into stag-hunt 
kennels, set fire to vivisection vans and rode 
round Yeovil on a push bike with a basket-load of 
bricks and put in every window with a circus 
poster. 


Much of this was done single-handed, however | 
also have had the privilege of working with some 


of the bravest and most dedicated activists and 
they will know who I'm referring to. But one of 
the most comical raids was after I'd injured my 
foot and could no longer run and climb and | 
became a get-away driver. One job was on a 
battery house, and as | sat in a country lane ina 
huge van fitted out to take as many birds as 
possible. The rest of the gang disappeared like 
ghosts across the field with their equipment. 


Expecting a long wait while they silently and 
stealthily broke in, | settled down to meditate for 
the next 15 minutes. However, my reverie was 
broken by the most appalling noise of shattering 
wood as they virtually demolished the building. | 
could hear them all going at it two fields away — it 
seemed to go on forever. However, what they 
lacked in subtlety they certainly made up for with 
sheer guts and determination and soon a 
balaclaved figure appeared at the gate, left me 
two sacks of hens to load and return the sacks to 
the next one along. This went on nearly till dawn 
when we finally drove off with ninety of the dear 
souls saved. It was light before we got them 
home and celebrated. 


Then there was the smoking beagle escapade 
where John and | had the first two smoking 
beagles to come out of ICI. We were grassed up 
by Jess McCormick of Animal Offence and ended 
up surrounded by police from four counties with 
loud-hailers telling us to give ourselves and the 
dogs up. The next 1/2 hour was a chaotic blur but 
with the help of one of my relatives and friend | 
broke through the cordon and escaped with the 
terrified little mites who both went on to live happy 
lives in loving, caring homes. Even the might of 
ICI pharmaceutical giants couldn't beat us and, 
fearing the bad publicity, they dropped the 
charges. We had triumphed again. 


However, the dogs needed new identities and as 
the tattoo numbers in their ears had been 
circulated to all vets, they needed changing. We 
had nicked some anaesthetic from a vet and in 
the safe house in the heart of the Dorset 
countryside, surrounded by deformed monkeys 
and other refugees from vivisection abuse, we set 
about the job. Just as we had injected the illegal 
drug and the tattooist was changing the numbers, 
| glanced up to see a copper coming down the 
path. | dashed out with a smile, asked if | could 
help him. He wanted me to move the car as a 
wide load was coming through! Can you believe 
it?! 


I've told you these things to cheer you and kick 
the party off to a good start. But also to make 
you question why, despite all this and much more, 
I've never been charged and they've never been 
able to hold me for more than a few hours, even 
at Altcar where | was the first arrival out of 36 
people charged and only three got off - yours 
truly being one because no one could identify me. 


| say this not in arrogance but to make the point 
that help from other realms saved me so many 
times. It did help being psychic - the Wambrook 
Witch as | was affectionately known - as | could 
communicate direct with these beautiful beings 
and guides for direct advice and always took it. | 
always called on their help and protection and 
obviously got it. 


So now I'm offering my services to you folks still 
on this earth-plane. Contact me a few days 
before a job. Write my name on a piece of paper, 
put it under a glass of water and put Rescue 
Remedy and a cleansed crystal in the water. After 
24 hours get the crystal out and hold it. Sit ina 
chair, focus on me and tell me telepathically 
about the job. Totally relax, breathe deeply, get 
calm and any thought that comes back listen to. 
Listen also to your solar plexus and see what the 
feeling is there as to whether it is safe to 
continue. Don't be ashamed to pull out if your 
inner voice says so. I've done this many times, 
and also if folk have gone ahead then been 
arrested and imprisoned be smart and do it when 
it feels right. If you go take the crystal, get calm 
and meditate before you go and be aware of 
anything strange. Be acutely attuned to nature 
and listen for the ‘creatures' warnings. | think this 
will be my best way. I'll be able to assist if you 
hear crows at night and owls during the day that 
will be me telling you to get the hell out. I'll maybe 
be able to flash the light, stop the air conditioning 
or knock a jemmy down. 


So be alert for anything strange and don't hang 
about. 


Good luck and | do hope for a while | can help 
you as I've been helped by non-human entities. 


Before | wind up | would just like to thank all of 
my dear friends and Finn for your massive 
support and help. The fact that | had wanted to 
go with dignity and return to the Great Spirit with 
a clean body and hadn't taken any drug - not 
even an aspirin - for many, many years was not to 
be. But | respect your concern that railroaded me 
into a totally alien and terrifying experience where 
| lost all my power. | know you all meant well and 
still love you. 


So get on and enjoy this day. 
Love, light and blessings to you all. 
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HUNT 
SABBING ...... 
- AN OVERVIEW 


Hunt Saboteurs directly save thousands of animals every year, despite the efforts of huntsmen, terriermen, police and the 
courts to stop us. We act because we cannot stand by and allow the torture and killing of animals while politicians and 
media fudge the issues and delay any hope of legislation. Our actions mean the difference between life and death for 


hunted animals. 


ver the past 35 years, hundreds of 

Hunt Saboteurs have been attacked at 
hunts, two killed by huntsmen and a huge 
number arrested by police in a futile attempt 
to stop what are proven tactics that save 
the lives of hunted animals. 


The HSA came into existence in the early 
60s - at a time when there was massive 
interest in the CND and civil rights 


movement. Even a former Tory MP. Howard 
Johnson, told the League Against Cruel 
Sports 1963 AGM: "I have a vision in the 
coming stag and foxhunting season of 
whole numbers of you sitting in the 
roadway at meets of the hunt doing exactly 
what the anti nuclear demonstrators do". 


The HSA was the inevitable result of the 
League's progress along these lines being 


held back by its more traditionalist 
members. John Prestige, the HSA's 
founding chairman echoed the traditional 
view that HSA came about because "the 


League didn't seem to be doing anything”. 


However, members of LACS assisted the 
setting up of a direct action unit to run 
separately but in tandem with LACS. 

The HSA as it came about, decided upon 
an independent existence. 


Q vant 1 fuvenc montes 2 Ws Loges patti 
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Turning the tables — a hare with a crossbow hunts a man in a ‘monde renverse’ scene from the 14th C illuminated manuscript ‘The romance of Alexander’ by Jehan de Grise. 
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The aim of the HSA was to make it 
impossible for people to hunt by confusing 
the hounds. When Prestige led his group 
into action for the first time on Boxing Day, 
1963, as the South Devon FH met at 
Torquay, they did so well, the hunt gave up. 
Using hunting horns for the first time, it 
caused absolute chaos! 


Within the first four months, HSA groups 
had sprung up at Portsmouth, Street 
(Somerset), Weybridge, Littlehampton, 
Bournemouth, London, the Midlands and 
Bristol. The HSA felt able to claim that 
Boxing Day '64’ would see 700 saboteurs in 
action from Sussex to Nottinghamshire. 
Twelve months after founding the HSA, he 
estimated there had been 120 strikes 
altogether, mostly in the West Country. 
Violence was never far from the surface at 
hunts, which had not really known any 
active interference, and the first serious 
instances of anti-saboteur violence 
occurred during 1965. In February, three 
members of the Bournemouth group were 
attacked with an axe and a starting handle 
by thugs from the Sparkford Vale. A hunt 
supporter was fined £15 for breaking a 
saboteur's guitar with the axe (!) but eight 
sabs were fined £10 each for ‘threatening 
behaviour' (throwing flour bombs). Later 
that May, the Street and Brixham groups 
(nine sabs) visited the Culmstock Otterhunt 
at Colyford where they were attacked. Leo 
Lewis, the driver, was pulled from his car 
and beaten by four men who broke his jaw. 
His attackers were successfully convicted 
but seven saboteurs were bound over for a 
year after giving evidence. Some things 
dont change! 


By the end of 1965, the HSA's honeymoon 
period was definitely over but despite this, 
groups were gaining knowledge, experience 
and skill. The London group dealt with 20 
Foxhunts, 4 cubhunts, 2 hare hunts and 7 
otterhunts during the summer of 1964 
which is impressive for a time when 
transport was even more of a problem for 
groups than it is now. 


The late 60’s right through the 70's saw 
numbers of sabs involved in all manner of 


political and other rights issues echoing the 


changing attitude of young people of the 
era. Numbers in the field didn’t rise greatly 
until the early 80's in an atmosphere that 
generated the animal liberation leagues, 
animal rights as a political ideology the 
Animals Film etc. This was the period 
when the HSA really started to take off and 
the mid to late’ 80’s saw some of the most 
exciting and effective actions by sabs. From 
relentless low-key campaigns against local 
hunts, to massive hits against notoriously 
violent hunts. It was a time of great 
unemployment, student activism and even 
greater lack of faith in the political process 
than there seems to be today. 


In its 39 years of existence, the HSA has 
experienced everything from the ancient 
1361AD Justice of the Peace laws to the 
2000AD Terrorism Act! What started off as 
a worrying threat for the early Saboteurs in 
the respectable mid 1960's was confronted 
and ultimately rendered ineffective. The use 
(and abuse) of the law has been one of the 
constant factors in Hunt Sabotage over the 
years. 


Over the years, the best weapons against 
the abuse of existing laws, and the 
introduction of new ones were to ignore 
them in the field and fight them in the 
courts. In 1986, the Conservatives brought 
in a new Public Order Act with sections 
specifically to "curtail the activities of Hunt 
Saboteurs". It became one of the biggest 
fundraisers and source of overseas 
holidays Hunt Saboteurs have ever known! 
The subsequent 3 years saw civil cases 
brought by groups of Saboteurs detained in 
‘mass arrests’, run into hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in compensation and 
nearly a million pounds in defence costs. 


1994 saw the appearance of the Criminal 
Justice Act and once again Hunt Saboteurs 
were singled out for special mention in the 
drafting of the law. Police forces around the 
country were picked as trial areas to 
introduce the more extreme interpretations 
of the various sections, notably 
Northamptonshire, Essex, Sussex, 
Northumberland and Yorkshire. 


In the ensuing years, all the above police 
forces have seen at least one costly high- 
profile court case against saboteurs fail as 
arrogant police officers and complacent 
prosecutors were fronted by the 'bunny 
huggers' and their lawyers! The latest tools 
of state anger being tried out range from 
anti-stalking laws to trade union legislation (?!) 


And so we find ourselves with a different 
government (in name at least) promising a 
ban, but still allowing hunting to continue - 
the Hunt Saboteurs Association has 
survived an awful lot since 1963 and in 
2002, is more relevant than it ever was. 


For more information contact: 
HSA 

PO Box 5254 

Northampton 

NN1 3ZA 

Tel: 0845 450 0727 


Website:www.huntsabs.org.uk 


E-mail: info@huntsabs.org.uk 
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OCCUPY 


THE KILLING FIELDS 


By the time you read this, fox hunts around the country will have begun cub 
hunting which officially lasts from August until October, closely followed by the 
hunting season proper. 


by Orton and Halliwell 


sea figures for annual number of kills 
are as follows: 


@ 6,000 fox cubs 

@ 20,000 - 25,000 foxes 

@ Up to 6,000 hares killed on hunts, 600 -1,000 
by coursing (the hare is now considered 
endangered and is part of a breeding 
programme) 

@ 160 stag 

@ up to 1,400 mink 


These animals are savagely killed by 
bloodsports enthusiasts with a variety of dirty 
tricks to enhance their killing pleasure and 
satisfy their bloodlust. The word ‘sport’ implies 
a pastime engaged in for fun and in the case of 
bloodsports, a pastime engaged in for THE 
FUN OF KILLING and not because of some 
spurious agricultural necessity as the 
apologists would have you believe. To be 
specific, the dictionary definition of bloodsports 
is: “any sport that involves the killing of an 
animal’, 


Fox hunting involves a variety of individuals, The seasonal recess is dictated by the 

from the obviously unsavoury to those who breeding season, though despite this, it is not 

hide behind a veneer of ‘gentility’. The role of On lonnuntsite continue hunting well 
into May for the extra thrill involved in killing a 

Terrier men (who also engage in badger ‘May fox’. 

baiting, dog fighting and pest control) is to 

provide the ‘redcoats’, with their chase in the Hounds are bred for stamina, not speed, and 

following ways: are taught to hunt as this does not come 


naturally. Since their stamina far outstrips that 
© By digging out foxes, bagging them and then of the fox which is designed neither for 
releasing them in unfamiliar territory. sustained speed nor running long distances as 


tees ‘ i " it has no natural predators, the ensuing chase 
© By mutladng thelr pace Ie hindsr tigi is one which culminates in the fox being run to 
progress thus also providing hounds with a ground through exhaustion. Post mortems 
scent to follow. carried out on foxes killed by the hunt show 


© By kicking the foxes which causes them to that most are still alive when they are torn 
urinate from fear providing further scent. apart by the hounds. A fox’s natural lifespan 

@ By hand rearing cubs and releasing them in can be as long as 12 -14 years, yet the 
hunt territory. average figure is more like 18 months; a 

@ By digging false man made earths and foxhound is considered obsolete after the age 
providing feed to encourage foxes to settle. of 6, and approximately 20,000 are shot dead 


each year by the hunts and fed as meat to their 


®@ By blocking earths to reduce the number of 
kennel mates. 


available hiding places. 


: F Aaa, Hares are coursed and hunted between early 
-.-and all this despite the MFH guidelines September through to March; coursing involves 
which say that foxes should only be hunted in the flushing out of hares by beaters towards 
their natural state — this should rule out artificial the coursing field where they are set upon by 
earths, use of bagged foxes and the bolting of two dogs, the object of the exercise being to 
foxes after they have taken refuge... see which dog will display superior skills at 


catching and killing the hare. Hares are hunted 
with beagles, bassetts or harriers either on foot 
or on horseback. Stamina versus speed means 
the outcome is pretty much a fait accompli. 
The season continues after leverets are born, 
thus leaving orphaned and dependent young to 
die where the doe has been killed. 


Mature stags are hunted August - October, 
spring stags in March/ April and hinds from 
November to February. On the morning of the 
hunt, a hunt servant goes out to locate a 
quarry, to be followed later by the hunt itself; it 
may take several hours chase before the hunt 
catches up with the deer selected; in theory, it 
is then shot, its carcase and antlers distributed 
between the hounds and hunt; in practise, the 
deer is often savaged to death by the dogs or 
its throat slit, which is in any case, illegal. The 
hunting of hinds is particularly disturbing, since 
they have no antlers with which to defend 
themselves; add to that the possibility that they 
may be pregnant, or have a calf at foot which 
will be the first to fall to the hounds, and you 
have a gruesome picture indeed. The purpose 
of this pastime is as always, pest control — the 
irony of it is, that deer, when sensing predators 
gather in larger groups (potentially more of a 
‘pest’), dispersing only when the hunting 
season ends. 


Mink hunting replaced that of otters when it 
was banned in 1978 as a result of the latter's 
endangered status. Packs hunt along the 
mink’s riverbank habitats with dogs running 
amok often killing indiscriminately. 
Extermination of mink appears to be futile as a 
pest control, since vacated territory is rapidly 


taken over by mink from neighbouring areas. 
Violence exhibited by the hunt extends beyond 
their quarry, and has been increasing in 
severity. Many examples of hunt violence 
towards saboteurs are catalogued elsewhere 
but most readers will be aware that two 
teenagers, Mike Hill and Tom Worby were killed 
(in 1991 and 1993 respectively) and that Steve 
Christmas almost died after sustaining serious 
injuries in September 2000. 


A CALL TO ARMS 


This article is very much a rallying cry to all 
those out there who are truly committed to 
animal rights and to stopping the perpetrators 
of cruelty in their tracks. Direct action against 
bloodsports is still an essential part of anti- 
hunt campaigning, saving many animals on a 
weekly basis and there is a real need at this 
crucial time to support Hunt Sabbing and Hunt 
Saboteurs in the war to stop these vilest and 
bloodiest of sports. Increased attendance at 
sabs across the country would give these 
psychopaths a run for their money; one thing 
they understand is strength in numbers - lets 
show them we understand that too, by replying 
with a show of equal force and resolve, and 
prove to them that they will not claw their way 
back in the popularity stakes with any amount 
of political lobbying, cheap publicity stunts or 
showy parades. None of these can disguise 
the fact that they are not wanted here! 


Hunts across the country know that their future 
existence is in question, and it is suspected 
that they will be waging all out war to defend 
their little corner of some field “that is forever 


England”. Indeed, they appear to have their 
very own ‘direct action’ posse threatening and 
carrying out acts of criminal damage against 
bloodsports opponents. 


We cannot sit back and wait for this Labour 
government (whose pre-election manifesto 
proves them to be liars full of political bullshit), 
to follow Scotland’s hunting ban. Direct action 
has a vital role to play in delivering the final 
coup de grace, and the movement should be 
concentrating on pulling together with a huge 
show of strength. We have a very real chance 
here of wiping out bloodsports for good. 


Now that we are so close to actually achieving 
what we've fought for for so many years, lets 
get out there and show them we're a force to 
be reckoned with! 


There is a positive part for everyone to play; 
many roles in sabbing are just as important as 
running across fields which can be too 
physically demanding for some and the most 
important are listed below: 


@ Van driving 

@ Map reading 

@ Camera work 

@ Unblocking earths, holes and badger setts 
which provides refuge for the hunted animal 

@ Following the Terrier men’s vehicle 
throughout the day, thereby keeping tabs on 
their brutal activities 

@ Pre beating areas 

@ Evidence gathering of atrocities and violence 

© Monitoring, infiltrating and fundraising 

@ Sponsoring a group for vehicle & equipment 

@ Mechanical support 


Attending sabbing workshops/skill days and 
obtaining the HSA‘s tactics booklet which will 
help hone your skills in the field. 


Taking on one of the above duties can free up 
experienced sabs whose best asset is their 
physical fitness which makes them ideally 
suited to following the hunt; focusing on their 
main skill increases their effectiveness, thereby 
saving animals’ lives. 


Above all, it's the mobilising of support from 
individuals that is crucial at this moment and 
we would love to see experienced “old timers” 
back from “retirement” and in the field as well 
as young blood to show the hunters out there 
what we're made of. There is no point relying 
on the political process to provide the answer; 
awaiting a parliamentary announcement about 
the demise of hunting is simply passing the 
buck. We want hunting banned NOW! 


Please get on that phone and contact your 
local sab group or the HSA to offer your 
services. Support Hunt saboteurs in the Killing 
Fields and help save lives. Remember to 
attend the anti-hunt mobilisation taking place in 
opposition to the pro hunt/ Countryside Alliance 
demonstration on 22nd September in London. 
Show your disgust at those who continue to 
take their pleasure from murdering innocent 
animals. 


HSA: Tel: 0845 450 0727 
Website:www.huntsabs.org.uk 
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FROM DOLPHIN HUNTING 
TO DOLPHIN WATCHING 


Developments at Futo, Japan 2002: A group of Japanese fishermen have driven a pod of dolphins into a bay, the entrance 
has been blocked off by nets to prevent escape. (The Japanese call this a drive fishery since the prevailing perception and 
tradition was that dolphins were fish). Screams from the dolphins fill the air and their blood reddens the sea. Most of the 
animals will be slaughtered and their bodies processed into meat products. A few of the dolphins will be selected for sale to 


dolphinaria within Japan. 


ver the years, film of the brutal slaughter 
O* dolphins by Japanese fishermen has 
created international condemnation both from 
the overseas public and scientists working 
within the framework of the International 
Whaling Commission ( IWC). Kills of species of 
dolphins outside of the drive fishery prompted 
IWC concern and condemnation since the 
populations of dalls porpoises and striped 
dolphins were being severely depleted. As the 
1986 moratorium of whaling remained intact, 
Japanese fishermen increased the kills of 
dolphins to supply and supplement a 
decreasing amount of whale meat available for 
sale. 


i 
t 


The International animal rights movement and 
welfare community and Japanese Groups have 
been lobbying for years to stop dolphins being 
butchered by both the drive fishery and non- 
driven hunts. Elsa Nature Conservancy, one 
such Japanese organisation, has done much to 
inform and change the prevailing attitude in 
Japan, to one in which dolphins are 
increasingly regarded as the highly developed 
sentient air-breathing mammals they are. 


The only areas in Japan where dolphins are 
being deliberately sought out by boats and 
then driven into netted bays are at Futo and 
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Taiji. The bottlenose dolphin is singled out in 
particular for sale to dolphinaria because the 
captive industry favours the species! up-curved 
jaw line and general physical appearance 
which make it look happy even in the confined, 
deprived environment of a dolphinarium. 
However, other species taken have been orcas, 
false killer whales and Risso's dolphins. In 
February 1997 at Tajii a group of ten orcas 
were driven into a bay; the capture of five was 
permissible under a long standing “scientific 
permit” and these were sold to three different 
Japanese dolphinaria. Of those five, 2 died 
quickly, and as of August 2002, 3 are still 
‘alive’. A fishing cooperative could expect to 
receive £20-30 thousand for a dolphin and 4 or 
5 times that amount for an orca in Japan. A 
fishing cooperative could expect to sell a 
dolphin for around £2000 to the owner of a 
dolphin show in Japan, of which there are 
many and considerably more if they could find 
an overseas buyer. The 5 orcas captured at 
Tajii were sold for around £600,000-700,000. 


New Development 


A fisherman who once actively participated in 
drives at Futo is a leading figure in trying to 
move his community away from the brutal 
drives. Izumi Ishii heard the screams of the 
dolphins he was engaged in killing and became 
affected by them. He was once one of the 
most outspoken advocates of the capture and 
killing of dolphins. Now he has decided never 
to kill dolphins again. " The value | now see in 
dolphins is not the value of their meat but of 
the wonder they incite in us". Izumi is now 
encouraging his fellow fishermen to engage in 
taking people out to see dolphins. Revenues in 
the 10 years of whale/dolphin watching in 
Japan, show there is growing interest in 
ventures such as this as a business 
proposition. As a means of improving and 
repairing the international reputation of Japan 
amongst international dolphin conservationists, 
it could prove priceless. Izumi says: "When | 
am going to kill dolphins, they shed tears and 
close their eyes. How is it possible for me to kill 


animals that shed tears and close their eyes at 
the moment they are killed?". If Izumi's dolphin 
watching initiative succeeds, he believes others 
will start similar businesses and dolphin hunts 
will be a thing of the past. 


To encourage this development, Blue Voice, a 
US organisation, is to lead a group of 
American dolphin enthusiasts to Futo this 
autumn to watch dolphins from a boat 
captained by Izumi Ishii. Similarly, Cetacea 
Defence, a UK based whale and dolphin 
protection organisation is to organise a party 
from the UK. If you would like to participate in 
a trip or help organise one to see dolphins in 
their natural habitat and at the same time 
contribute in a shift of opinion within Japan to 
stopping the dolphin drive hunts, please 
contact Cetacea Defence. 


Please write to, 

Ito-city Fishing Cooperative, Futo Branch, 987 
Futo, Ito-shi, Shizuoka-ken, Japan 413-0231. 
Fax +81557511139 

Suisancho, Shigenkanribu Kanrika 

( Fisheries Agency) 

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
100-8907. Fax + 81335020794 

Explain how they should engage in a benign 
dolphin watching activity, which is a positive 
action to co-exist with dolphins. 


Cetacea Defence 
PO BOX 78, SHAFTESBURY, DORSET 
http://free.freespeech.org/cetaceadefence 


photograph credits ; Futo Drive 1999 Sakae 
Hemmi Elsa Nature Conservancy 
photograph credit ; Izumi Ishii Circlet ; all 
photographs are copyrighted. 

report credit ; Sakae Hemmi Elsa Nature 
Conservancy " From Dolphin Hunting to 
Dolphin Watching, 2002" 


Elsa Nature Conservancy was established in 
1976 with the aim of global nature and environ- 
mental protection across a broad spectrum. It 
opposes Vivisection, safari parks, zoos and 
aquariums, contact; Sakae Hemmi 
PAH03724@nifty.ne.jp 


Cetacea Defence is a Vegan "grass-roots" 
organisation which combats dolphin shows, 
bycatch through fishing net entanglement and 
whaling. Cetacea Defence has been active 20 
Years in many other campaigns to protect 
animals, humans and the environment. With 
the help of Sakae Hemmi, Cetacea Defence 
has been lobbying Japanese fishing co- 
operatives engaged in drives for several years. 


FUR 


- IT’S DEAD SIMPLE 


The insidious reintroduction of fur by certain designers in the fashion industry in 
the form of trims over the last couple of seasons shows just how important it is 
for the animal rights movement to be vigilant, and to make it impossible for the 
fur industry to start gaining a foothold again. The following two articles remind 
us why and how we must keep fur off the streets. For good.... 


ach year, around 40 million animals are 
killed worldwide for their fur, 75% are 
factory farmed, others trapped in the wild. 


Mink are the most widely fur-farmed animal, 
making up over 80% of all animals farmed. 
They are followed by foxes. Millions of rabbits 
are also factory farmed but as most are also 
bred for their meat, reliable figures are difficult 
to come by. 


What is common in all areas of fur farming is 
that the animals are denied their basic needs. 
Mink are extremely solitary and territorial 
animals yet are crammed in cages next to 
thousands of others. In the wild they spend 
much of their time in water (being semi- 
aquatic) yet are denied access to swimming 
water in their cage. Chinchillas are social, 
monogamous animals with the male taking an 
equal part in raising young. On the fur farm 
they are separated and the male is used to 
mate with up to 12 different females at any one 
time. Foxes too have very strong social family 
instincts and roam over large territories 
spanning thousands of acres, Rabbits are 
denied the chance to exercise — no hopping or 
burrowing for those on the meat/fur farm as 
this means they use more energy and thus 
lose weight/ meat. 


Not surprisingly, animals suffer greatly in this 
barren confinement. Their cages offer little 
room to move and no stimulation or 
enrichment. Many species farmed for their fur 
are still essentially wild animals, having only 
been bred in captivity since the first part of the 
20th Century. 


These conditions lead to a large number of 
welfare problems — the animals often mutilate 


themselves or cannibalise cage mates (or even 
their own young), and stereotypic behaviour is 
common. Caged mink show all four of the 
recognised types of abnormal behaviour — wild 
mink exhibit none of them. 


Mink and fox are killed when they have their 
first winter coat; rabbits are killed at 8-10 


weeks for their meat or 6-7 months for their fur. 
Gassing by carbon monoxide (often an exhaust 
pipe) or carbon dioxide, neck breaking and 
anal electrocution are the most common 
methods. 


Although the notorious leghold trap has been 
banned in 88 countries, it is the most favoured 
method for catching fur-bearing animals in the 
wild; designed to trap an animal by the leg, 
they often catch animals by the head or body. 
Animals may die of cold or starvation, be eaten 
by predators or even gnaw off their own limbs 
to escape this device. If still alive when the 
trapper returns, they are clubbed or crushed to 
death to prevent damage to the fur. Some traps 
are designed to drown semi-aquatic species. 


Endangered animals are commonly caught in 
the non-discriminatory traps. It has been said 
that ‘non-target’ kills can range from 2-10 times 
higher than ‘target kills, although in any case, 
some endangered species are still deliberately 
targeted by the fur trade — such as the Chiru 
(Tibetan antelope) whose fur is used for shawls 
that occasionally turn up in London shops. 
Domestic animals such as cats and dogs are 
also killed for their fur. 


What many people fail to realise is that fur is 
not just used to make the despised full-length 
fur coat. 90% of fur from factory-farmed foxes, 
and 10% from mink, is used for fur trim — 
collars, cuffs etc and rabbit fur is extensively 
used in making ornaments and novelty gifts — 
and all this at a time when the use of fur was 
supposed to have taken a downturn. 


The battle against the fur trade is an ongoing 
one. For more information on the fur trade and 
campaigns against it, please contact the 
Coalition to Abolish the Fur Trade. A range of 
campaign material is also available. 


CAFT 

PO Box 38 

Manchester 

M60 1NX 

E: caft@caft.org.uk W: www.caft.org.uk 


GETTING FUR 


OFF THE 


Tried and tested tactics 


by Clare 


The UK fur trade is an example of an animal abuse industry that has been devastated by animal rights campaigners. By the 
end of the 1980s the fur trade was on its knees and it has never fully recovered, but that is not to say that we should be 
complacent. The fur trade has had to bide its time and now it is fighting back hard. It is pushing fur in a number of guises, 
and some shopkeepers have been persuaded to try selling fur again. 


No is a crucial time for anti-fur 
campaigning, a time for us to react 
quickly and stamp it right back down into 
the ground. We need to ensure that when 
shopkeepers dip their toe in the blood of 
the fur trade that it gets well and truly bitten. 


Animal rights campaigners have the upper 
hand at the Moment, with public opinion still 
set firmly against the fur trade and shops 
are very sensitive to anti-fur campaigning; 
once you raise their awareness to an animal 
fur product they will often withdraw it. 


TACTICS 


Several different tactics have been adopted 
by anti-fur campaigners with great success. 
From letter writing to incendiary devices, 
each tactic has had a part to play in 
bringing down the fur trade. Written by a 
London anti-fur campaigner, the following 
mainly focuses on the London campaign. 


CAMPAIGNING AROUND THE COUNTRY 


Perhaps the single biggest reason that the 
fur trade is almost finished in the UK is 
because of the incendiary devices put into 
department stores carrying fur in the 80s. 
On a few occasions, so much damage was 
caused that it simply made the selling of fur 
unviable. At the same time, awareness- 
raising campaigns ensured that fur became 
unacceptable to the general public. 


By the end of the 1980s most department 
stores had stopped selling fur and none had 
dedicated departments. This shifted the 
focus mainly to fur shops. Several groups 
mounted intensive campaigns against fur 
shops all over the country, closing almost all 
but a number in London. 


There have also been focused campaigns 
against fur farms in the UK; these were 
outlawed in 2000, with most now closed. 
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THE LONDON CAMPAIGN 


This is a very potted history from 1994, but 
it helps show what tactics have worked 
where. Noble Furs was the last fur shop to 
be found on Regent Street, one of the most 
famous shopping streets in the country, and 
in October 1994, anti-fur campaigners 
decided to launch an intensive campaign 
against them. Their tactic was simple: every 
day that Nobles was open, a demo was 
staged, and by January 1995 the shop had 
closed, showing just how effective small, 
regular demos could be. 


In 1995, the campaign turned its attention 
to Montana, a shop selling a large amount 
of fur as part of the Ritz. There were 3-4 
pickets at the shop a week and that was 
enough to persuade Montana to stop selling 
fur. Jindo furs of Knightsbridge were the 
next target to be closed down that year; the 
business was already struggling, and 
pickets were simply the last straw. 


Hockleys were next, but proved to be a 
slightly more awkward proposition; police 
eventually pushed demos across the road 
and threatened to arrest anyone protesting 
on the same side as the shop. Home 
demos also started coming into play at this 
time and in 1996, nearly a hundred people, 
14 police vans, 3 cars and one helicopter 
descended on the home of Michael 
Hockley. He resigned the following Monday 
and no other Hockley family member has 
since been involved with the shop. 


By now, some protesters had moved their 
focus to Calman Links fur shop, feeling that 
across-the-road demos at Hockleys were 
ineffective. When the Harassment act came 
into force in 1997, Hockleys were quick to 
get an injunction banning protest outside 
the shop. Because it was civil, not criminal, 
the police could not actually legally enforce 
it, but they did anyway... 


So in 1998, protesters decided it was time 
to challenge the police action by repeatedly 
protesting outside the shop, where police 
would arrest them, sometimes as few 


as one or two and at other times, up to 12. 
Eventually one person went to prison for a 
week after repeatedly breaking bail 
conditions banning them from the shop. A 
few months on, the arrests stopped and 
police allowed protesters to stand directly 
outside the shop. Several protesters sued 
them for unlawful arrest and were awarded 
compensation with pay-outs ranging from 
£1,000 to £6,000. The outcome of this 
battle was important, because of its impact 
on anti-fur protests since then: police are 
now very reluctant to move protesters away 
from shop fronts. 


Although important battles were fought and 
won, it was clear that it was time to refocus 
on one shop again, so in 1999, Zwirns in 
the West End was subjected to near 
continuous pickets. After 6 weeks, he could 
stand it no longer and bought an injunction 
forcing pickets over the road. The law had 
changed once again and the police now 
had the power of arrest, which they used 
immediately. One person spent a week 

on remand though the police didn t get a 
single conviction out of it. 


Tactics soon adapted. The home addresses 
of workers were widely distributed and 
although there were never any home 
demos, the area where a shop worker and 
Zwirn lived was leafleted in Feb 2000. This 


seemed to be the last straw for Barry Zwirn 
who actually phoned the fur campaign 
number and said: "You f**cking bas**rds, 
how dare you!" Several days later, the shop 
assistant said she was leaving and within a 
few weeks, the shop had shut for good. 

In June 2000, the campaign moved to the 
aforementioned Calman Links furs on 
Knightsbridge. When the protests started, 
their window was boarded up as it had 
been smashed three times during the 
previous month by the ALF! 


There were demos about three times a 
week and the icing on the cake seemed to 


be a home demo attended by three people. 


The next day, one of the shop managers 
pulled a protester into the shop and 
threatened to kill him; the followimg week, 
there was a shop to let sign outside and 
six weeks later, the shop was closed down, 
making Knightsbridge fur free, as indeed it 
continues to be today. 


Meanwhile, a shop called SF Bord on the 
outskirts of London closed down following 
petitioning outside their shop by a South 


London group in the run-up to their closure. 


Attention turned to Hockleys once again 
and they are now the main focus of the 


current campaign. After a few weeks of 
regular demos Hockleys got another 
injunction forcing pickets over the road. 
This time around, police have the power of 
arrest; the injuction has been breached 
numerous times, with one arrest and 
conviction. Home addresses have been 
widely circulated and the campaign has 
taken in other companies linked to 
Hockleys. It is a case of coming at them 
from all angles as intensively as possiblé 
until they shut. 


Several other shops targeted have been 
persuaded to stop selling fur. One shop in 
Ilford which consistently ignored protesters, 
Officially removed all fur the day before the 
May day demo 2002 was due to pass their 
shop. Another shop on Regent Street 
removed their fur items two hours into the 
first demo outside their shop while yet 
another shop removed their fur after two 
demos sneaking it back until eventually 
withdrawing it for good following further 
demos. 


A large number of shops around the 
country 

selling cats made of real fur have been 
persuaded to remove them, some after a 
few demos, others after receiving a letter. 
The Coalition to Abolish the Fur Trade 
regularly writes to shops and many remove 
the fur once they realise that it is real. 


SO WHAT HAS BEEN LEARNED? 


Anti-fur campaigners have the advantage of 
very strong public feeling against the fur 
trade. Many shops are well aware of this 
and will get rid of the fur once there is any 
sign of controversy. 


Shops stocking just a small item with fur 
would often rather remove it than have the 
hassle of having demos outside. Regular 
demos outside shops have been very 
effective, as have home protests. In other 
cases a single letter has been sufficient. 
The beauty of the animal rights movement 
is the ability to be flexible and adopt a good 
variety of tactics for where a tactic may be 
very effective in one situation it may not be 
in another. Several tactics combined make 
for a strong campaign. Persistence and 
determination are also vital and this cannot 
be stressed enough. Campaigners should 
not get disheartened as it isnt always a 
quick victory; its important to stay focused 
and just keep plugging away. 


WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


If you want to get involved in the London 
campaign 

contact: 

London Animal Action 

BM 2248 

London WC1N 3XX. 

Tel: 0845 458 4775 or 07796 774 200 
Email: laa@londonaa.demon.co.uk 
Web: http://www.londonaa.demon.co.uk 


If you want to campaign against shops in 
your area and want advice, contact CAFT 
(address on page 28) or 

write to LAA at the address above. 

Also visit the following website for more 
tips: 

http://www.anti- 
angling.com/gathering/campaigns.html 


OR JUST DO IT! 


In an extraordinarily 
frank and thought- 
provoking interview, 
artist Sue Coe talks 
among other things 
about her 6-year 
study of silaughter- 
houses which 
culminated in the 
publication of her 
graphic book "Dead 
Meat", and gives us a 
brief insight into her 
philosophy of life. 


[RNR PERT INO TR 


SUE 
COE 


A: Sue-thanks for doing this interview. To 
begin with, could you tell us a little about 
yourself as an artist, when and how you 
became involved in animal rights, and what 
was the defining moment in your awakening? 


SC: As an artist, | have done much social 
realism type artwork for magazines and 
newspapers in the USA, covering war and 
AIDS, and many other neglected ills, but the 
main body of the work has been about 
animals, specifically 'farm' animals. | don't think 
there was one defining moment, it was many 
moments: seeing the guinea pigs and rats 
being exploited at school, and then rescuing 
them with my sister; not getting honest and 
clear answers as a child as to why we eat 
some animals then have some as pets, and 
then growing up with the animal liberation 
movement, seeing photos of vivisected animals 
in daily newspapers; the enormous impact of 
philosophers Peter Singer, and Tom Regan. 
We lived next door to a factory farm for pigs, 
and a block away from the slaughterhouse. At 
4am, we could hear the screams as they 
electrocuted the pigs to get them into the 
slaughterhouse. When | asked what was going 
on, was accused of being ‘soft’ a ‘baby' and to 
grow up - in other words, asking questions 
was child like, and being an adult meant 
ignoring the cries of animals. 


A: You have been described elsewhere as a 
political artist. Is this an accurate description 
and what do you think that implies by 
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extension as to how you and your work are 
viewed and their potential impact? 


SC: To be described as 'political' is a way for 
the art world to dismiss art with content, in 
other words, tell potential museums and 
collectors, that this is a fleeting subject that has 
no lasting (economic) value. | prefer to turn 
that around, and to state that the most political 
art is art that is ambiguous about torture, 
killing, and injustice - what is more political 
than silence? 


A: Your work has been widely exhibited and 
published, including two books -'Dead Meat! 
and 'Pits Letter.’ Lets deal with the former first: 
you kept journals for six years of your visits to 
numerous US slaughterhouses - the accounts 
and the imagery are unrelentingly bleak and 
you describe what you saw as a vision of 
"Dante's Inferno". Can you tell those who aren't 
familiar with 'Dead Meat' what you hoped to 
achieve with the book, and whether you feel 
that it reached a captive or indifferent 
audience? 


SC: It reached a wide audience, and was 
shown in museums by some brave curators. 
The body of work entitled Dead Meat is a 
journey of approximately 40 slaughterhouses, 
and stock yards, most within the United States, 
some in Canada, one in the UK. As cameras 
are not allowed in slaughterhouses, especially 
the large ones, | took along my sketchbook, 
and recorded what | saw, and talked to the 
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workers. It took 6 years, and still continues. It 
was not a prescriptive body of work - you 
should not eat 'meat' its bad for your health - it 
was only what | saw. | wanted people to make 
their own minds up. Originally | gained entry, 
only with the animal rights ideology, but as time 
went on, | saw also the workers view point, 
their fear and exploitation. | discovered that 
suffering is truly mute, that is the animals really 
cannot speak for themselves, and to attempt to 
speak for them creates a sort of human 
megalomania. Its a conundrum. Western 
people do not like to witness without power, 
that is our problem. Animals and the poor of 
the planet have no power, not even the power 
not to look. As | remember clearly making eye 
contact with all the animals as they were 
slaughtered, its my task, for the rest of my life, 
to work towards getting this slaughter stopped. 
Since the book was published, | have met 
many activists, and found a way to work for this 
goal with Farm Sanctuary. This is an 
organisation with a three pronged approach, 
rescue and sanctuary, education and 
legislation. One picture is worth a thousand 
words, but art cannot create change alone, one 
activist is worth 10,000 humans, who are still 
asleep. Farm Sanctuary has 2,000 rescued 
animals in the sanctuary, mostly cruelty cases. 
When the chickens come in, they have been so 
badly de beaked, that they can barely eat, have 
no feathers, sores all over the body, and to 
watch them walk on grass for the first time, and 
have their feathers grow back, is such a 
marvel.To look at the rescued ones, go to 
www.farmsanctuary.org 


A: In retrospect, would you say that the work 
generated more interest in" the system of 
corruption and consumption that exacts such a 
toll from its citizens" than in the plight of the 
animals? 


SC: No, | think the plight of animals, and their 
plight is our plight. ‘Animal people’ are unique 
in as much as they know what is going on, and 
deeply feel the suffering of animals - there is 
no sanctuary for humans that feel this. 


A: What effect did this 6 year study have on 
you as an individual and the way you related to 
other people? 


SG: It made me take my work very seriously, 
as other people did. It made me feel that 
change is possible, as | met so many people, 
whom | consider to be living Ghandis. They are 
fearless, with total integrity, and they put the 
animals first. It taught me to have patience, 
and not get angry and frustrated with others... 
| used to eat meat; very few are born vegans, 
so its remembering what made you change, 
and applying that to others. We are all at 
different levels of consciousness, and many 
people who exploit animals do so unknowingly 
or have never been confronted, and if that fails, 
and the person cannot be changed, then the 
laws have to change. Their behaviour has to 
change, if not their heart. With the abolition of 
slavery, it was many elements, the awareness, 
the struggle, and the law, but certainly the 
majority of people, if polled, were not 
abolitionists, so its not necessary that the 
majority of people need to become aware - it is 
imperative that animals be given sentient being 
status legally, and are protected from harm and 
exploitation. 


A: The ‘Dead Meat' cycle captures the bloody 
horror of the slaughterhouse; unlike often 
depersonalised documentary photographs, 
your images catalogue a personal involvement 
with individual events/ animals. You show that 
these events are commonplace - mundane, if 
you will - and because of this very 
mundaneness, enable us - the viewers - to see 
the monumentality symbolised by each death 
as the culmination of a life predestined at birth, 
without choice or freedom, “as though all living 
beings are soft containers, waiting to be 
pierced", invisible statistics amongst the 
countless billions slaughtered worldwide. What 
impact do you think your work has on 
individuals who have not been exposed to the 
truths about animal abuse? These are, after all, 
not comfortable images to hang on the wall... 


SC: In art, | believe that technique is the test of 
sincerity, so for art to become a weapon, it first 
has to be art. Slaughter has been normalised 
by being concealed, and we need the light of 
day to spotlight these places. When | draw, 
there is also time that is spent with the subject, 
there is an intimacy in drawing. The meat 
packers could see what | was drawing, it was 
being drawn on the kill floor, and was the truth, 
it was not my ‘taking’ a photo, and ‘taking’ it 
away from them....if they wanted the drawing 
they could have it. The average work life 
expectancy of a meat packer, is six months. 
99% of them hate the work, and want out. Only 
the most desperate, usually undocumented 
workers which the meat industry courts of 
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course, and then if they want a union, will call 
the immigration police. These workers would 
point out to me, why the animals suffered more 
than they should, were not being stunned 
correctly, had wounds on the body, and very 
common cancer of the eye, which is left 
untreated in most cases, until the entire head 
of the cow, is eaten away, yet that animal is still 
fit for human consumption. Farm Sanctuary 
has been trying for the last eleven years to get 
the Downed Animal Bill passed, despite being 
voted for by the Senate and Congress, it has 
been gutted by the Agricultural Committee, and 
guess who they are? They are the 
representatives of the meat industry. We will 
not give up - the greater the level of 
oppression, the greater the resistance. | have 


“As | 
remember 
clearly making 
eye contact 
with all the 
animals as 
they were 
slaughtered, 
it’s my task, 
for the rest of 
my life, to 
work towards 
getting this 
slaughter 
stopped.” 


seen animals, large animals like cows, dragged 
in chains along the highway, because of a 
broken leg or back, until their skin is flayed off, 
the cow crying all the way, until she gets into 
the slaughter house: downed animals have no 
rights, not even the right to be euthanised, as 
they are property. And very importantly, 
Downed Animal Syndrome presents like BSE 
but no one wants to look. 


A: You mention in one passage towards the 
end of the book that you and a rancher called 
John (the son-in-law of one of the largest 
ranchers in Utah) became friends after he 
arranged introductions to allow you access to 
some slaughterhouses, and that although 


neither of you changed your views, you arrived 
at a better understanding of your differing 
viewpoints. Do you feel that bridging this kind 
of gap serves a purpose, given that it clearly 
doesn't change the status quo, at least not in 
the short term? This is by no means a 
criticism, because with the best will in the 
world, few of us can separate ourselves from 
society at large and lead a separatist existence 
(and in any case, being separatist surely fuels 
further alienation, and however tempting, is 
probably a cop out, given that interaction is 
necessary to inform people), but isn't there 
something very weird about having a mass 
murderer or collaborator as a friend? 


SC: John is no longer in the ranching business. 
To answer this question about separatism - as 
one revolutionary stated, “first we have to exist, 
before we co-exist" and for an ‘animal person' 
the constant white noise of animal suffering 
gives no let up, no relief and there are very few 
sanctuaries for us. When | meet people who 
exploit animals, and there are degrees from 
vivisectionists to hunters, to a person who just 
purchased that cute puppy in a ‘pet’ store, my 
first response is rage and anger, then shame at 
being of the same species, then (and this is 
the difficult part) the memory that | am not 
perfect either; that is a lesson in humility, and 
then most importantly, | have to ask myself the 
question: "What is in the best interest of the 
animals, in this situation?" and that question 
will lead to the right answer. | live in a wild 
place in a small cabin in the woods, with solar 
panels on the roof; there are bears and deer 
and eagles, wild turkeys, beaver, snakes. They 
somehow survive the hunters, and dance 
around each other, they know a lot about 
human behaviour, being forced to witness it all 
of their lives. It was 8 years before | saw a 
bear; now | can see them all the time, 
whenever | choose to look. When | first lived 
here, | would confront human predators, who 
come to this place with machine guns and six 
packs of beer; it was a real ferocious 
confrontation - | just could not understand, how 
they could come here, and kill for sport! It was 
beyond comprehension. The problem with 
anger is, that it stops us from thinking clearly. 
So we would have this confrontation, and they 
would go away, and be angry, and kill 
somewhere else but suppose | tried talking 
with them, asking questions, and listening, if 
that is possible - sometimes it is - maybe they 
would stop killing, isn't it worth a chance? If 
you live in the woods, you can hear how 
animals warn each other, the language of the 
crow, the cough of a bear, they can smell the 
stench of human hunters from miles away - 
thats why humans need guns, to camouflage 
their fear of nature. You know that old hunting 
story, a man and his son, were tracking a deer 
for miles and miles, with an intent to kill, the 
deer runs over an icy pond, and breaks the ice, 
falls in the water, starts to drown; the father 
and son make themselves into a human chain 
and pull the deer from the ice - she gets on her 
feet, and runs away. Everything can change 
very quickly. 


A: Is your personal view of our species quite 
as bleak as your depictions of it, or do you 
retain some vestige of hope that we can 
change - that we can locate our “empathy 
gene"- as you describe it in ‘Pits Letter'- and 
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alter the very fabric on which we base our 
society - that is to say: the oppression of the 
weakest? 


SC: The good news is - if we do not change 
then we will not survive as a species. This is 
the most likely scenario, and it will take, as 
scientists estimate, 10,000 years for the planet 
to heal. This will be positive for all the other 
species, and the planet. The other good news 
is that we do have the potential for change, we 
have empathy and imagination, and can adapt, 
even to peace. Indian mystics think we are 
leaving the age of war and chaos, and entering 
the age of co- operation. So if one is aware 
and awake, the future looks good either way. 
We are at a weird place, a living contradiction 
where the awareness of animal suffering has 
never been greater globally, yet the exploitation 
of animals has never been greater, more 
animals in labs, more animals killed for food, 
more animals hunted. What will create the 
change? 


A: 'Pits letter’ tells the story of the desolate life 
of an abandoned dog and is supported by the 
stark imagery of abused domestic animals and 
vivisection laboratories; but the narrative is far 
more than that synopsis implies. It demands of 
the reader a radical assessment of the way 
each one of us views and treats our fellow 
creatures. Can you tell us what prompted 'Pits 
letter’ and at what kind of reader it was 
targeted? The danger is, of course that we all 
preach to the converted when we produce this 
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sort of material - how do you feel we can get 
around this? 


SC: 'Pit's Letter’ is essentially a children's 
book. My publisher disagrees with this, and 
says you cannot have a ‘childs' book about 
vivisection so its called 'an art book’. It was 
inspired by two things, a friend (yes another 
friend) who is a scientist, and used to engage 
in vivisection, he does not do so now, but he 
did explain his past complete and total belief in 
the validity of using animals as a model. He 
gave me the idea of asking "where do you 
draw the line" that is the question for any 
scientist using animals....is it rodents, is it 
dogs/cats, is it primates, is it human 
prisoners???? He works in a lab, and hears 
other scientists decapitate rats, and he hears 
them scream.....he got me into the lab, as his 
‘family’..... without him, all this would not be first 
hand. So it was knowing him, his level of 
denial, and his level of being open to someone 
like me, and changing his views, not 
completely, but enough so he does not kill 
animals, or eat meat....and it was a dog that | 
adopted....a pit bull, she was used as a blood 
donor. She has had a terrible past life, yet has 
so much forgiveness and trust, if she can 
change, then so can we. 


A: The use of the Holocaust as a reference 
point for describing the horrors of animal 
abuse is something with which many people 
are uncomfortable; you yourself are on record 
as saying that this analogy disturbs you (a) 


because the murder of 20,000,000 people 
deserves to be more than just a benchmark by 
which we judge all other atrocities and (b) 
because it somehow implies that animal 
suffering cannot exist on its own "merits", but 
only within the context of a historical hierarchy 
in which the Holocaust is the greatest evil ever 
perpetrated. Could you elaborate on this point? 


SC: In the most tactical way, we have learned 
nothing from the Holocaust, as the slaughter 
continues unabated and in the most cynical 
way, have learned how to improve human and 
animal slaughter, by just not simply not 
acknowledging it, so unless one is face to face 
with the Hutu, or terrorists de jour, or under the 
bombardiers, it does not exist. How many 
survivors of the death camps ate or eat meat. 
If they cannot make that connection, why 
would it be a useful analogy? In my research 
on the municipal slaughterhouse, | found a 
pamphlet in English on the the British meat 
industry; it was made in the early 30's and had 
an introduction by Goering, stating that the 
English were so much more proficient in their 
slaughtering techniques than the Germans, 


, that they used every part of the animal, no 


waste and that German slaughterhouses were 
going to use the free labor of Nazi youth to 
pick up all the hooves and tails and manes. 
The devil is in the details. The Holocaust is 
now Hollywood there is a titillation about the 
familiar imagery it sells; it takes a great story 
teller, like Art Speigelman, and his book 
Mouse, or the documentary Shoah to break 


apart the package, and look into the heart of 
the matter. Vivisectionists use animals for what 
they think is a greater cause. 


A: Post-war generations are familiar with 
images of Dachau, Treblinka, Bergen-Belsen 
and - like it or not - the horror of these images 
is woven into our subconscious. Metaphors 
from the slaughterhouse are frequently used to 


describe Holocaust events and these analogies ° 


are considered acceptable; surely it follows 
that - in non-speciesist terms - it should be 
acceptable to use the analogy in reverse 
without doing a disservice to either species? 
lsaac Bashevis Singer, whose opus was 
saturated with the subject of animal abuse, did 
not shy away from these comparisons and 
frequently drew on the Holocaust parallel in 
order to open people's eyes. Are we too afraid 
of causing offence to those still haunted by 
memories of the atrocities inflicted upon them 
by the Nazis? 


SC: No it is not about causing offence - 
everyone has a right to depict the Holocaust in 
their own way. No | do not see it as a 
disservice in terms of species, my objection is 
that the majority of people do not understand 
the history of the Holocaust, and in polls, 
young people have not a clue when the 2nd 
World War was, or who fought it, who funded it, 
let alone why 20 million died. Yes, people 
generally are familiar with the images, but its 
image without context. This is the age of irony, 
not content. It is irrelevant what | think anyway, 
as the people seem to be giving themselves 
greater permission to use the Holocaust; | 
notice the Right to Lifers in the States use it a 
lot, and George W Bush is saying Saddam is 
Hilter, or Osama was Hitler etc etc - it will 
become like a John Wayne movie depiction of 
the massacre of Original Americans - there will 
be some resonance of a massacre, but no one 
will remember why. 


The NYC pound 


A: What do you view as being your essential 
role in the fabric of the Animal Rights 
movement and in the world as a whole? 


SC: | have a role in bringing to the publics 
attention the horror of factory farming, and 
animal slaughter, and as such, am a tiny part 
of the animal rights movement, which is global, 
and far reaching. 


A: Broadly speaking, what do you hope to 
achieve with your work, and are animals the 
main driving force behind it? Do you believe 
that you have effected a change in some 
individuals through the power of your work? 


SC: | hope to achieve, and have achieved, 
through fund raising, and education less animal 
suffering. Yes, | have effected change, art can 
create change. 


A: How do you view so-called artists such as 
Damien Hirst and others like him who sacrifice 
animals in the name of Art? 


SC: | don't like being critical of other artists - 
they are either victims, or willing victims of the 
business of art and generally speaking, their 
vision has more power to heal than hurt. They 
reflect society, and sometimes change it. | 
would also be careful about giving a blanket 
statement that animal parts can never be used 
in art as many Indian artists, and Indigenous 
cultural workers believe animals to be sacred 
and use road kill animals in their work. 


A: What are your plans for the future with 
regard to the direction you would like to take 
your work? You mentioned the possibility of a 
painting to commemorate hunger striker Barry 
Horne. What was your reaction to hearing of 
his death? 


SC: | am working on live exports; it will be a 
large series, covering the shipping and trucking 
of animals for food. Barry Horne is another 
Gandhi. I'm working on a painting including 
him. 


A: What lengths do you consider it to be 
acceptable for individuals to go to in the 
struggle to achieve Animal Liberation? Others 
have referred to it as a war - is this how you 
would view it, and if so, do you think that it's a 
war we stand a chance of winning? 


SC: Yes, it’s a struggle we will win, because we 
have no choice. Water finds its own level, and 
injustice cannot last, it may seem interminable, 
but it dies out eventually. Each individual has a 
different unique potential for creating change 
that they feel is truthful for them. | have learned 
much from animal rights activists, and a 
Vietnamese Buddhist, poet, priest, activist 
called Thich Nhat Hanh; he was nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize by Dr Martin Luther 
King, during the Vietnam War. | liked him 
because he was the only religious ‘leader’ | 
found who is a vegan. The meat industry will 
go to any lengths to create greater profits for 
themselves and they will kill in the billions; we 
have the harder but more rewarding task to 
open peoples hearts to compassion. 


To see more of Sue Coe’s work click onto 
www.graphicwitness.org 
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THE ROCKY 


The story of the attempted liberation of Rocky the dolphin and the subsequent campaign that secured his freedom is one 
that illustrates how direct action and grass roots campaigning can achieve far reaching goals. Stepping back and looking to 
the past can be inspirational and this story shows that as a movement we must not disregard the essential nature of all 
aspects of campaigning which contribute to our inherent strengths. Indeed, it could be argued that at no time were we a 
more cohesive, single-minded force than in the 80s, backed by several of the national organisations - many of which have 
now taken a more middle road - and we strode forward, direct action and the legal face uniting as one. Things have certainly 
changed since then; much has been learned and much achieved, and we continue to learn and evolve as a movement; but 
concomitant with this has also been our fragmentation - fuelled by internal disagreements about what is ‘acceptable’ - and 
the subsequent loss of the sense of unity we once had. This is clearly something that we must try to resolve if we are to 
become the unstoppable force we would wish to be. Rocky’s story, and indeed articles elsewhere in the journal show just 
how effectively one act can kick start a whole campaign which then sweeps others into its path; it demonstrates how vital it 
is for us to trade ideas and to learn from past successes that relentless and sustained campaigning is the road to victory, 
regardless what form it may take; we must, after all, move with the times, and adapt our skills to whatever tactic is effective 
in the climate of the time. But nowhere should it be forgotten that we are all an integral part of one whole and that one small 
incident can cause a chain reaction all the way down the line, from the balaclava’d activist to the legal campaigner working 
for an animal welfare charity. This is the untold part of Rocky’s story and how it captured the imagination. 


n the beginning, a small group of activists got 
together to hatch what at first appeared to be 


a wildly outlandish plan to release Rocky — a 
performing dolphin kept captive for some 20 


years - to the open sea in Morecombe bay and 


the freedom beyond. What could not be 
envisaged was the chain of events that would 
follow the failure of this attempt to return 
Rocky to the open sea that lay literally just 
yards beyond the walls surrounding his tiny 
concrete prison pool. 


The story of Rocky's life up to this point was 
one of loneliness and frustration; every day 
since 1964 he had performed the same series 
of mundane and demeaning tricks during the 
holiday seasons to an audience who had no 
comprehension of the suffering to which this 
intelligent and social animal was subjected. 
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During the winter months, his days passed 
without any stimulation whatsoever, and he had 
spent many years in complete isolation from 
his own kind. All this was to change thanks to 
the efforts of the A.L.F. and a very dedicated 
band of animal rights campaigners. The 
attempted liberation of Rocky into the sea 
ended with the arrest of four of the eight 
activists, including Barry Horne, and a retired 
sergeant with a military background. We were 
certainly a mixed bunch of people but what 
bought us together was a common feeling of 
outrage at the misery inflicted on this wild, free 
spirited creature in the name of entertainment. 


we 


A great deal of careful thought and research - 
including consultation with an expert on 
Rocky's survival chances if released without 
rehabilitation after so many years — went into 
the plan to return Rocky to freedom but it 
proved a daunting and ultimately impossible 
task. No amount of planning could overcome 
the serious problem of trying to net and 
transport him the frustratingly short distance to 
the open sea in a carrier based on stretcher 
designs used to transport aquatic mammals, 
nor indeed could we alter the treacherous tides 
for which Morecambe bay is noted. Regular 
reconnaissance trips to the dolphinarium over 


several months allowed us to get to know 
Rocky, which included a number of midnight 
swims with the prisoner who seemed delighted 
with the break to his monotonous routine and 
seemed to bear us no ill will despite what he 
had been subjected to by humans. 


Had we not known it before, our first visit would 
have been enough to convince us just how 
truly desperate was his plight. One night, we 
slipped into the dolphinarium over the wall 
beyond the boundaries of which was the open 
sea - endless miles of it whispering against the 
sands beneath the full moon. There, in this tiny 
pool, tinier still than it had appeared during the 
day (see photo below), Rocky swam in 
repetitive circles, wide awake and alert. The 
feeling of solitude emanating from this most 
naturally social of creatures was overwhelming. 
We stayed there for some time, acquainting 
ourselves both with him and the sea lion 
penned nearby... It was during one such 
nocturnal visit that a bored hotel worker 
spotted us leaving the dolphinarium bearing 
stretcher and net, and she called the police 
The rest, as they say, ‘is history’. 


Except in this case the resultant trial and 
conviction in 1988 of four A.L.F. activists on a 
‘conspiracy’ to steal a dolphin worth £11,000 
(insurance value), was to lead to a campaign 
that would see Rocky freed and the eventual 
closure of all dolphinaria in the U.K. Much was 
made during the trial of the irresponsible 
nature of the attempt to win Rocky his freedom 
and the loss his removal as a ‘tourist attraction’ 
would cost the town of Morecambe. A so- 
called dolphin expert was even called to offer 
her own professional rant of condemnation. 
Whilst proceedings took a sadly predictable 
course on the courtroom floor, one person 


sitting in the public gallery was already 
mentally drawing up plans to launch a 
campaign that would eventually see 
Morecambe Marineland closed and Rocky 
given his freedom after 25 years as a prisoner. 
The plight of the other ‘exhibits’ as we 
understood it was to be relocated to various 
zoos and other parks... 


The four activists were found guilty, given 
suspended prison sentences and hefty fines, 
but within weeks following the sentencing, the 
Morecambe Dolphin Campaign had swung into 
action. Grass roots A/R campaigners from the 
North West and other parts of the country 
began to hold regular pickets at each 
performance and a strong determination to win 
quickly set in. No member of the public got into 
the dolphinarium or sat through a performance 
without being made fully aware of Rocky's 
plight and why his life of enforced solitude and 
captivity must be ended. A war of attrition 
followed with ever increasing numbers of the 
public turning away after encountering the 
picketers and listening to their arguments. 


The Morecambe Dolphin Campaign organised 
high profile demos and stunts and co-ordinated 
with local councillors at numerous meetings; it 
soon became clear that the campaign was 
winning and as the closure of the dolphinarium 
became an imminent reality, the race began to 
secure Rocky a safe passage to freedom. At 
this point, Zoo Check, a large animal welfare 
organisation, stepped in to organise the 
necessary funding to fly Rocky half-way round 
the world and a pre-release pen in the Turks & 
Caicos Islands. It was an extremely well 
publicised event — historic, even — not least 
because here, direct action had combined with 
grass roots activists and an animal welfare 


organisation adopting a more ‘softly, softly’ 
approach to achieve a common goal (even 
assisted by a tabloid newspaper) — that of the 
liberation of Rocky, imprisoned for so many 
years for nothing more than being a dolphin. 
After a few days in the holding pen, Rocky 
leaped the fence and into the freedom of the 
great blue yonder. 


The events surrounding the campaign to close 
Morecambe dolphinarium were to snowball and 
in a relatively short space of time campaigns to 
shut the rest of the U.K.'s dolphinaria got under 
way. Whilst some of these campaigns were 
sponsored and run by animal welfare and 
conservation societies, the catalyst was 
undoubtedly the ALF's attempted liberation of 
the dolphin at Morecambe and the band of 
animal rights campaigners who threw the 
gauntlet down after the activists were arrested. 
Of the eight activists involved in the attempt to 
liberate Rocky, four are still very active, 
devoting their lives to the cause of animal 
liberation; three are no longer committed to the 
movement, and one — Barry Horne — is no 
longer with us, having sacrificed his life to the 
cause. All the U.K’s dolphinaria are now closed 
and their inmates free. 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


NEWCHURCH 
GUINEA PIGS 


CAMPAIG 


by M. Armoset 


People first became aware of the true extent of horror to be found in the guinea pig sheds of David Hall & Partners in 
September 1999 after an Animal Liberation Front raid during which 600 guinea pigs were liberated and photographic and 
video evidence was made of just how the Halls were keeping these animals. The animals were terrified, unused to kind 
handling, and were living in filthy, crowded cages alongside the partially eaten bodies of dead and dying babies. 


Darley Oaks Farm - the main breeding site and home of Christopher Hall (below left) 


hese disclosures could not have come at a 

better time: Hillgrove Cat Farm had just 
been closed and people were itching to get 
their hands on another animal abuser and 
close them down. After seeing the horrors that 
existed inside the Hall's sheds, people were 
not prepared to let the suffering continue and 
Save the Newchurch Guinea Pig Campaign 
was born. 
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Since September 1999, eight workers have left 
this foul business, customers and suppliers 
have pulled out rather than face the hassle and 
inconvenience of dealing with the Halls, while 
businesses that continue to deal with them are 
exposed and face pressure to sever ties. The 
Halls’ friends no longer tend to visit them, 
preferring not to draw any attention to 
themselves and their bad taste in company. 


The campaign has also managed to find out 
the fate of Newchurch guinea pigs, how and 
where they are likely to die and the hideous 
ways they suffer.This much is known: they have 
been used in experiments to test sweeteners 
inside Huntingdon Life Sciences and to test 
breast implant materials for cosmetic surgery; 
they have had industrial cleaning chemicals eat 
away at the flesh on their backs in a Scottish 
contract research lab; they have been sent to 
universities around the country where 
published papers show exactly what happens 
to these tiny creatures on arrival at their 
various destinations. Bristol University 
implanted electrodes into the legs of guinea 
pigs that had previously been made inflamed, 
to then test the nerve endings response to a 
painful stimuli. Cardiff University forced guinea 


pigs to breathe chemicals that would induce 
breathing difficulties, often for 24 hours at a 
time. Sheffield University killed pregnant 
mothers and new born guinea piglets in vitamin 
C experiments. These are just some of David 
Hall & Partners’ customers; others include the 
Government itself in the shape of the Medical 
Research Council as well as the Institute of 
Neurology where hideous brain experiments 
are carried out. 


The campaign has faced many difficulties since 
is inception, especially with the government 
bringing out new and restrictive laws since it 
became best buddies with vivisectors. The 
section 42 law (which enables police officers to 
move protesters away from any building that is 
a dwelling if that officer believes that people 
are being harassed) came into effect in May 
2001 and the Staffordshire police jumped on it 
even before the ink was dry and have used it at 
every opportunity. But this hasn't stopped the 
protests or even slowed them down, it's just 
changed people's tactics and pushed more 
protesters into actions that take place out of 
sight of the police — and which are a far 
greater annoyance to the Hall family. 


We've seen the actions of the police change 
from being over the top, to the bizarre, stupid 
and violent, stopping just short of trying to 
maintain a police state. But this is a sure sign 
that the campaign is being effective — it would 
be worrying if they didn't appear to care what 
people were up to! From September 1999 to 
July 2002 there have been a total of 110 
arrests, with only 21 people being found guilty. 
A whopping 80 arrests resulted in the cases 
being dropped, thrown out of court or the 
people being found innocent. As well as 
showing just how biased and incompetent the 
police are, their actions have also lead to 
people suing Staffordshire police for wrongful 
arrest, unlawful imprisonment and malicious 
prosecution. In fact, it could be said that the 
campaign is now officially being sponsored by 
Staffordshire police! 


The Halls started employing security guards 
several months after the campaign started up 
and, although most of the time the latter do 
very good impressions of cardboard cut-outs, 
they have on occasion displayed erratic and 
violent behaviour in a vain attempt at showing 
the Halls they are worth the huge amounts of 


money that is wasted on them. But the 
presence of security has had the opposite 
effect to that which the Halls had intended; it 
has encouraged people to visit, knowing that 
the expense is always adding up — and it is 
after all the money in which the Hall family are 
most interested and most loathe to lose. 


Ivy Bank Farm site, home of John Hall (below left) 


However, the biggest difficulty faced by the 
campaign has been generating numbers 
needed to attend demonstrations. Those that 
do come are fantastically enthusiastic, but this 
is not enough to close down this guinea pig 
hell hole. What is needed is for groups of 
people to pledge to stick to regular (and 
irregular) times for making their presence felt 
and making a difference. On the recent VIVA 
march against factory farming in London, 2000- 
3000 people turned up to try and make a 


difference; such numbers would make a huge 
difference to the guinea pigs being factory 
farmed in the middle of Staffordshire, so where 
are all those people? At demos that have taken 
place outside Huntingdon Life Sciences, it is 
common to hear people cry “If only these 
fences weren't here, we'd storm the place and 
save the animals inside”, yet there are no 
fences at the Newchurch Farm... 


The campaign couldn't exist without the 
dedicated individuals who demonstrate outside 
the farm in all weathers and at all hours. It 
couldn't exist without the die-hard enthusiastic 
Sunday crew who make damn sure the Halls 
hear what they have to say, It couldn't exist 
without the mysterious people of the night who, 
armed with paintsprays, fireworks and great 
imagination (plus the occasional can of beans), 
make the Halls and their workers feel 
discomfort and who have a habit of leaving a 
trail of broken windows behind them. The 
campaign is kept going by all those who live far 
away sending money and support, and those 
who spread information and news far and wide. 
All of these action make a difference — but it's 
not enough! 


If you live within 1-2 hours of Burton upon 
Trent, if you are physically able and have the 
enthusiasm, the will and the compassion, then 
itis YOU that could make all the difference. 


Don't leave the saving of the guinea pigs to 
anyone else, for there is no one else. 


Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs 
PO Box 74 

Evesham 

Worcs’ 

WR11 3WF 


Tel: 01902 564 734 
Email: info@guineapigs.org.uk 
www.guineapigs.org.uk 
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TRUST ME 
’M A SCIENTIST! 


HLS are in the business of saving lives. Yours, mine, babies in incubators and thousands of other people. Admittedly a few 
animals are used to achieve this, but these are human lives they re saving, and there s no other way of screening drugs to 
make sure they re safe.That s the claim, repeated at every opportunity, and the one which we need to demolish if we re ever 


going to see HLS removed. 


laxoSmithKline are a customer of HLS, 

so maybe HLS were the ones who 
ensured lotronex was safe before it was 
released on the market. Lotronex caused 
five deaths in America and was withdrawn in 
February 2000. Another 93 known patients 
had to have surgery due to the effects of 
Lotronex, including removal of the colon. In 
Clinical trials 27% of Lotronex patients 
suffered severe constipation, compared to 
5% in a group taking no active treatment. 
GSK can t claim they were trying to save 
lives with Lotronex, it was a treatment for 
irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), a condition 
which causes discomfort but is not serious - 
unlike the serious conditions Lotronex 
caused. 


GSK were also the manufacturers of Raxar, 
an antibiotic which was withdrawn in 
December 1999 after thirteen deaths. Raxar 
disrupted the QT interval (in other words, 
made the heartbeat irregular), yet was not 
necessary because there were already 
plenty of satisfactory antibiotics. Maybe this 
was tested at HLS. Maybe they also helped 
gain approval for Avelox, a drug their 
customer Bayer released just weeks after 
Raxar was withdrawn. Another antibiotic 
which was found to influence the QT 
interval, within a year it was cited in reports 
of eighteen deaths. 


Another customer, Roche, released Posicor 
in the summer of 1997. Maybe it was being 
tested on the animals featured in the 
"Countryside Undercover" programme which 
was released soon after. 100 reported 
deaths were filed by the following June, and 
even Roche admitted that Posicor patients 
had a death rate 10% higher than those on 
similar treatments. Posicor was a treatment 
for high blood pressure, and offered nothing 
that exisiting, safer drugs couldn t offer. An 
official from the American Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), who oversee drug 
approval said of Posicor “there are a lot of 
other effective therapies out there, why not 
be safe with the public?". If they had been, 
those 100 people would probably be alive 
today. 


Redux was a diet pill made by American 
Home Products (AHP), another HLS 
customer. In 17 months on the market, 123 
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deaths were linked with it by the FDA. Heart 
valve damage and respiratory problems 
caused by the drug were widespread, and 
damages for each category are expected to 
reach $4,750 million. 


Duract, lotronex, Posicor and Redux were 
among seven drugs examined last year by 
the Los Angeles Times in a thorough investi- 
gation into the drug approval process. One 
of the most significant conclusions they 
found was that deaths recorded are just the 
tip of the iceberg. They interviewed Dr. Brian 
L. Strom, chairman of epidemiology at the 
University of Pennsylvania and a renown 
expert on the matter. "The underreporting is 
vast" he says, estimating reported deaths to 
represent around 1 -10% of all side effects, 
meaning the figures quoted above may be 
more accurate if multiplied by ten or even 
100. David Bates, the editor of the Journal 
of the American Medical Association 
estimated that reported events represent 
around 5% of the total figure. The LA Times 
study of just seven of the thousands of 
drugs on the market in recent years counted 
1,002 deaths. 


As so few deaths are reported, this means 
the reality is that at least 10,020 people 
were killed by these drugs in America, and 
possibly more than 100,000. To use David 
Bates estimate of 5%, we come to the 
conclusion that EACH of those drugs took 
one human life on average every 4 hours 41 
minutes of every day and night it was on the 
market. Bates estimate came in the April 
1998 issue of JAMA, in response to an 
article in that edition which studied 39 
previous studies of drug side effects and 
concluded that 106,000 people are killed 
every year in America alone by prescription 
drugs, and over 2.2 million are hospitalised 
by them. This was stressed to only include 
drugs which were "properly prescribed and 
properly administered". 


In the UK the situation is similar. Earl 
Baldwin commented in the House of Lords 
in 1998 (Hansard, Dec 12th 1998) that 
deaths from drug side effects were the third 
biggest cause of death, which is more than 
all cancers combined. A UK medical journal 
[Nature Medicine 2000; 6:502-503] once 
noted "In England, an estimated 70,000 


deaths and cases of severe disability occur 
each year because of adverse reactions to 
prescription drugs". 


So how did these drugs get passed for use 
in humans in the first place? The LA Times 
found details of human trials which followed 
the animal tests, and in every case cited, the 
human trials indicated that the drugs which 
had passed the animal tests spelt danger, 
and staff at the FDA recommended against 
approval. But the crazy belief in animal 
testing had led these drug producers to a 
state of mind where they were prepared to 
ignore the results of the human trials and 
believe the contrived animal results instead. 
The reality is that these drugs would never 
have got to human trial stage at all if there 
wasn t a package of animal data to back up 
the claim for approval, and the production of 
this selective report which aims to present a 
claim for a licence, as opposed to assessing 
safety, is the business of HLS. 


Its also easy when you use animals. With 
dozens of species available and scores of 
substrains within each species, not to 
mention different dose levels, dose periods 
and test conditions, you can get the results 
you want. Rather than hoping the results 
come out as you want them, you can 
actually make them come out right. 
Professor Pieto Croce, an ex vivisector, 
quotes examples of what you can prove if 
you use the right species. You can prove 
lemon juice parsley, penicillin, the essential 
heart drug digitalis, chloroform or even 
water are dangerous to humans. You can 
also prove that arsenic, strychnine, hemlock, 
the deathcap toadstool and prussic acid are 
safe for humans. Had we not already 
learned our lesson from the effects on 
humans, Thalidomide (which caused 10,000 
birth defects), Ecainide and Flecainide 
(3,000 deaths), Clioquinol, Eraldin and 
countless other drugs which are known to 
blind, injure and kill humans could gain 
approval from the animal method. In fact, 
that s how they were approved initially. 


HLS are under pressure to do exactly that 
with the drugs their customers submit for 
"screening", or for developing a package of 
sympathetic, irrelevant results, to put it 
another way. Each drug may have cost in 


the region of £100 million to produce, so the 
manufacturers want it out whether it works 
or not, whether it s safe or not. Dr. Janet 
Woodcock, director of the FDA s drug 
review center acknowledged in an article 
she wrote in 1997 "there are economic 


pressures to get drugs on the market as 
soon as possible", and it s worth 
remembering that if HLS continue to 
perform the expectations of their customers, 
they will continue to get work. In other 
words, they have to give them the results 
they want, whether it s the truth or not. 


Even when this method backfires, and a 
drug company finds itself with the families of 
victims killed by their drugs suing them, this 
system protects itself. For one, it protects 
against court cases. In order to win a case, 
the victim has to prove negligence on the 
part of the drug company. A standard reply 
to this claim is generally reference to the 
hundreds of animal tests done - how could 
a company which spent all these resources 
on animal experiments be negligent? 
Admittedly, sometimes they pay out to 
victims. But in practice it s a small part of 
the turnover generated by the drugs. Each 
of the seven drugs examined by the LA 
Times brought in an average $1.3 million 
dollars each every day they were on the 
market. While the drug company lawyers 
argue that victims had pre-existing 
conditions, the revenue often covers 
resulting pay-outs with plenty to spare. The 
message from the drug companies is clear: 
they will still sell a drug if it s dangerous, 
because the sales generally outweigh the 
damages they pay afterwards. And the way 
to get it passed is to use a contract animal 
lab. 


Much of whats been quoted above has 
been centred on the situation in the USA, . 
where the information researched by the LA 
Times has been so comprehensive. But 
there s no indication that the United 
Kingdom, with it s government rushing to the 
defence of the pharmaceutical companies at 
every opportunity, is any different. If we 
have the same rates of death and illness 
caused by drugs as the States, the 
conclusions are no less appalling. It would 
mean that we have over 20,000 people 
killed in our country every year as a result of 
pharmaceutical drugs, which is one every 
twenty six minutes. Patients requiring 
hospital treatment to treat the effects of 
drugs would number over 400,000 every 
year - or one every fifteen and a half 
minutes of every day and every night. 
These are men, women and children - often 
the "babies in incubators" Cass is so keen 
to claim will be saved by his company. 


Maybe Brian Cass-would like to speak to a 
parent of a child killed by Propulsid? This 
heart burn treatment passed animal tests 
and was available in America until recently 
despite other suitable treatments being 
readily available. The reported deaths 
numbered 302 people, (which means in 
reality deaths were probably around 6,000) 
and included many children and babies 
under one year old, who died from heart 
disruptions caused by the drug. It was 
withdrawn in March 2000. At least two other 


subsections of Johnson & Johnson are 
known to use HLS, so the subsidiary 
Janssen who manufactured Propulsid may 
have been permitted thanks to data 
concocted by HLS. In the clinical trials in 
1993 the drug dangerously disrupted the 
heart rhythm, and killed eight children under 


“ Where else 
have staff 
been filmed 
punching dogs, 
dissecting a 
live monkey or 
pretending to 
have sex with 
the animals? 
Where else is 
drunkenness, 
drug dealing 
and 
falsification of 
data met with 
such 
indifference? 
The only 
customers left 
at HLS are 
those with the 
lowest 
standards. 


six years old. It was still prescribed to 
children for gastric reflux, a minor ailment 
which does little more than disturb the sleep 
of babies under one year. Deaths continued. 
Johnson & Johnson made educational 
grants to the North American Society for 


Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition, 
who admitted they were receiving "generous 
support" from J & J. Their literature advised 
doctors that Propulsid was effective and 
safe in children. As late as October 1998 the 
NASPGN held a symposium on the use of 
Propulsid years after they knew it killed 
children. 


In recent years, the dangerous drugs 
released by HLS customers have been 
numerous. Bayer s heart drug Baycol 
(lipobay) killed 50 and was hastily 
withdrawn, and their skin cream Canestan 
caused pain so severe it actually lead to 
suicide. Acetylcoline caused heart attacks. 
Bristol Myers-Squibb caused facial swelling 
with their drug Vanlev, 14 deaths with the 
shingles drug Sorivudine, heart attacks with 
the cholesterol drug Lipostat, and deaths 
with Clopidogrel. Eli Lilly, who killed 61 and 
injured 3,000 with Opren, have also brought 
out Fialuridine, which has caused liver 
damage in half of patients. In addition to the 
ones already mentioned, GlaxoSmithKline 
have released Imigraine, Zyban, Seroxat, 
Relenza, Septrin, Phenylpropanolamine 
(PPA), Sumatripan, Flovent, Selacryn, 
Wellbutrin, and Ridaura, which have all 
caused illness, injury or death. Merck have 
released Rofecoxid, which caused strokes, 
and Zomax, the arthritis drug which killed 
people. Novartis s Zelmac (for IBS) caused 
side effects, their Clozapine caused a blood 
disorder, and Methysergide caused scarring 
of the heart, kidneys and blood vessels. 


The list goes on, with many serious effects 
caused by drugs produced by HLS 
customers. Contract testing has to be 
among the lowest methods, legal or 
otherwise, of making a living. It is the 
practice of ensuring a product is permitted, 
whether it s worthwhile or not, whether it s 
safe or dangerous. In the case of HLS, we 
also know it s done to standards beneath 
even the rest of this despicable industry. 
Where else have staff been filmed punching 
dogs, dissecting a live monkey or pretending 
to have sex with the animals? Where else is 
drunkenness, drug dealing and falsification 
of data met with such indifference? The only 
customers left at HLS are those with the 
lowest standards. Those who are happy to 
accept the incompetence of HLS, the ones 
who don t give a damn for anything except 
getting products on the market and earning 
them money, whatever the cost in terms of 
lives and injuries, human or animal. This is 
the reality of the vivisection industry, and of 
the lives that are wrecked and ended by 
companies like HLS. If the lie that HLS is in 
the business of helping humanity survive, so 
will HLS. If it is finished, so is HLS. The 
evidence allows only one conclusion. 


VIN PO Box 223, Camberley, Surrey, 
GU16 5ZU 
vivisectionkills@hotmail.com 


More information on the failure of vivisection 
available free by email or by post (send a 
stamp). To find the article on the net, search 
on "Lotronex Posicor" to match both words 
and look for the LA Times article. 
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In 1985, the Djurens Befrielsefront (DBF) 
carried out their first official action when 
they liberated 2 beagles from vivisection 
from the dental school in Malmo. In the mid- 
nineties, new groups started a war against 
the meat and dairy industry by burning 
their lorries, while yet another group known 
as The Wild Minks claimed responsibility 
for over 70 raids on fur farms in Sweden 
over a period of five years. This maps their 
history and that of the Swedish ALF from 
that first raid in 1985. 


THE FIRST YEARS WITH EMILIE E:SON 


On a summer night in 1985, a small group of 
people broke into the Malmo dental school and 
liberated two beagles from vivisection. It was 
the first raid of its kind and marked the birth of 
the Swedish Animal Liberation Front - the 
Djurens Befrielsefront or the DBF. 


It was not the first time that Swedish animal 
lovers had taken the law into their own hands. 
There had been two raids in the late 70s and 
early 80s: in the first - an early morning raid on 
an old mink farm breeding cats for vivisection - 
a group of elderly women liberated 40 cats 
before being spotted by the owner; the ensuing 
fight ended with him in hospital with a broken 
nose. In the second raid, cats were liberated 
from a laboratory in Stockholm. 


But the raid in 1985 was the start of something 
different from the hitherto unorganised sporadic 
acts of liberation - it was the beginning of an 


. organised phenomenon that was to strike fear 


in the hearts of animal abusers in the years to 
come.The group born in the 80s closely 
resembled the ALF but there were some 
differences. The DBF did not carry out arson 
attacks but focused instead on liberating 
animals, especially laboratory animals or 
animals bred for laboratories as well as 
mistreated companion animals or farm animals. 


Most of the people in the DBF, founded by a 
woman known as Emilie E:son, were middle- 
aged women that had never broken the law; 
many also ate meat and concentrated on 
fighting the vivisection industry. Between 1985 - 
1991, many laboratories and lab breeders 
were raided resulting in the liberation of 
hundreds of dogs, cats, guinea pigs as well as 
rabbits, hens, chinchillas and sheep. 


1992-93 THE YEARS OF SILENCE 


In the early 1990s the DBF had few active 
members and actions were infrequent. 
Problems within the DBF resulted in its split 
and the formation of two new groups, ODEN 
and DAG, which operated on the same basic 
principles as the DBF, but with one difference: 
one member of the group always remained at 
the scene following an action to be arrested by 
the police which provided the opportunity to 
subsequently speak to the media and explain 
the motives behind the action. They did not 
carry out acts of economic sabotage and few 
of its members were even vegetarian. After 
several actions, they were not heard from 
again. Meanwhile, the DBF spokesperson 
Emilie E:son wrote articles to encourage others 
to get involved in direct action but aside from 
the occasional sabotaging of fur shops, things 
were pretty quiet and people began to wonder 
if the DBF were dead. 


WHERE THERE’S LIFE, THERE’S HOPE 


In January 1994, after several years silence 
from groups like the DBF, activists broke into 
Stockholm's South hospital and and rescued 
18 guinea pigs, 9 hamsters and 5 rabbits from 
the animal department as well as smashing lab 
equipment inside the laboratory. It was to be 
the first of many attacks against the South 
Hospital; during one break-in attempt a week 
later, walls and doors were covered with 
slogans and all the windows in the animal 
department smashed after activists failed to 
gain access to the laboratory. 


THE BIRTH OF NEW GROUPS 


While the DBF once again became more 
active, several new groups appeared, one of 
the most prominent of which was “Djurens 
Hamnare"” or the Animal Avengers. Where the 
DBF still tended to focus on the liberation of 
animals and smaller sabotage actions, the 
Animal Avengers chose to concentrate their 
campaign of economic sabotage on companies 
involved in animal abuse mostly in Stockholm 
and Gothenburg, where fur shops and meat 
shops were regularly attacked. Their only act of 
animal liberation was that of 21 rabbits and 
guinea pigs rescued in two separate raids 
against a laboratory animal breeder, resulting 
in their closure following revelations that 
rabbits were being bred for vivisection without 
a licence. 


Another difference in the two groups 
methodology was that the Animal Avengers 
allowed any group undertaking illegal direct 
action on behalf of the animals the freedom to 
use their name, whereas one had to apply to 
the DBF’s spokesperson Emilie E:son to 
become a DBF member which proved very 
unpopular. The new idea seemed to work and 
an increasing number of actions were carried 
out in Sweden under the name of the Animal 
Avengers. 


THE MILITANT VEGANS 


In 1994 two meat transport lorries belonging to 
Scan, Sweden's biggest meat company, were 
burned out in the first arson attack in the 
slaughterhouse area of Stockholm. A group 
calling themselves the Animal Action group 
claimed responsibility and announced that the 
protest was a declaration of war against the 
industry. They weren't kidding. The same year, 
they set fire to a butchers and 3 more Scan 
meat lorries were burned out in Umea in the 
north of Sweden causing damage worth 3 
million Swedish krona. 


But the biggest action yet was to come and it 
was one that would alter the public's perception 
of animal rights campaigners. That November, 
a total of 8 dairy company lorries was burnt out 
and a group calling themselves “the Militant 
vegans” claimed responsibility. The upshot of 
this was that the media began to use this 
catch-phrase when referring to animal rights 
but more importantly, a totally new idea was 
born-the idea of not eating anything that 
involved animal abuse, There were discussions 
in the media about the meat trade and 
veganism almost on a daily basis and as a 
result, more and more people became vegan 
and got involved in animal rights. 


The Vegan society and all the other national 
animal rights organisations condemned direct 
action at every available opportunity causing 
an exodus of many young people who had 
recently become members . These then set up 
their own animal rights groups and magazines 
which openly supported the ALF. Meanwhile, 
the Animal Avengers sent out a magazine 
called “The Liberator” to animal rights activists 
in Sweden which contained information on how 
to use direct action to save animals. 


WAR DECLARED ON THE FUR TRADE 


In February 1997 a new group called “De Vilda 
Minkarna”(The Wild Minks) emerged; they 
burned down a building at a mink farm and in a 
press release claiming responsibility 


announced the commencement of a war 
against the fur trade. Since then, over 70 raids 
have taken place on Swedish fur farms in 
which mink have been released, breeding 
cards stolen, foxes coloured with non-toxic 
henna colour and released, chinchillas 
liberated and rehomed and farm buildings and 
vehicles smashed and burned. In the largest 
liberation, a total of 20,000 mink were 
released in the north of Sweden. 


There are approximately 140 mink farms left in 
Sweden and to date, the fur issue seems to 
have been the main focus for Swedish animal 
rights campaigners both for activists working 
within the law and those using direct action. As 
a result, the biggest party in Sweden, the 
Social Democratic Party - with the support of 
the left wing and green parties-voted at their 
congress to ban all fur farming. 


1995 -1998 
THE YEARS THAT SHOOK SWEDEN 


The ALF were very active between 1995 -1998. 
Fur shop windows and locks were glued almost 
on a daily basis. Several big and well planned 
actions took place. In May of 1996, the ALF 
burned down the empty sheds of an uninsured 
farmer's mink farm. With a capacity to hold 
20,000 mink, it was never allowed to see the 
potential start up planned for the following year 
since the action forced the farmer to close 
down. The same year, 3 cats were liberated 
from vivisection at Umea university and in a 
raid on an animal laboratory in Gothenburg the 
DBF rescued 2 rats and totally destroyed the 
lab causing damage estimated at over a half 
million krona. 


On January 3rd 1997, 2 Scan lorries were 
burnt out then four days later a fire was started 
at the same place and burnt out another 3 
lorries. On February 2nd, activists in the north 
of Sweden honoured English animal rights 
campaigner Jill Phipps with an arson attack on 
a newly built meat factory which was due to 


open a few days later, thereby delaying its 
opening until May and causing hundreds of 
thousands of krona in damage. Later that year, 
several breeders of birds used for hunts were 
raided; in one raid, over 500 birds (geese, 
ducks, pheasants and partridges) were 
released and in another 550 pheasants. 


The World Day for Laboratory Animals was 
marked by the liberation of 25 rabbits from a 
lab breeder, then in December, in an action 
dedicated to Barry Horne, 57 rats and mice 
were liberated from a vivisection breeder. This 
action seemed to be a catalyst for lots of 
liberations and the following year, activists 
raided BioJet services, a company owned by 
vivisectors breeding guinea pigs for vivisection 
in Uppsala. 92 guinea pigs were liberated, 
among them many pregnant females and a 
consignment of bucks just delivered from B&K 
in England. 


On the eve of the World day for Laboratory 
Animals, 121 rats were rescued from a 
laboratory breeder. An agricultural school in 
Umea which planned to start rabbit farming 
was raided and the rabbits sprayed with non 
toxic henna; the school withdrew their proposal 
and handed the rabbits to an animal rights 
group for rehoming. Elsewhere, animal abusers 
were effectively forced into quitting their jobs in 
vivisection after activists began paying them 
home visits and redecorated their cars. Arson 
attacks continued predominantly against 
companies involved in the meat industry and 
many lorries, slaughterhouses and chicken 


, transporters were burnt down. 


In 1999, several dogs were liberated from 
laboratory breeding facilities; 4 dogs were 
saved from Wema, a dog breeder in Orbyhus 
and at another farm owned by Astra Zeneca. 
Activists returned four times and rescued 
several dogs. In April of that year two ‘great 
train-robberies' took place! In one, 15 rats 
packaged with a delivery note from Charles 
River lab animal breeder to a vivisection lab 
disappeared from a train and two days later 14 
chickens were rescued in the same way! 


THE PLOUGSHARES 


In the late 90s, a new phenomenon occurred in 
the movement. Direct action began to take on a 
new form; many people had roots in the 
plougshares movement and following an 
animal liberation, they would occupy the 
vacated premises and call the police, 
volunteering to be arrested. In addition, they 
would often leave a gift and an explanatory 
note for the animal abuser, and ask for 
forgiveness since they also respected the 
animal abuser as a human. This has naturally 
caused some controversy in the animal rights 
movement since many people don't think you 
should curry favour with animal abusers, but of 
course, the most important thing was that the 
animals were being saved. 


LOSING FREEDOM 
TO FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 


Few people involved in illegal direct action have 
been arrested and those that have been have 
received relatively small sentences. One of 
those first arrested was a young woman from 
Stockholm who eventually confessed to several 
arson attacks at Scan in Stockholm and 
Gothenburg. Spotted setting fire to a few meat 
lorries, she was subsequently arrested in 
Uppsala where she was found waiting to catch 
a train at the local train station. She was given 
a light sentence and had to undergo psychiatric 
treatment. 


Three men from Umea who were charged with 
an arson attack on a hot dog bar received 3 
months each; four people were unconditionally 
discharged but made to pay compensation 
after throwing butter acid in the guard house of 
a primate vivisection lab in Stockholm while the 
guards were still inside. One of the latter four 
was also sentenced for liberating 4 guinea pigs 
destined for vivisection as well as 20 rabbits 
from a rabbit meat farm during a daylight raid. 
When those involved were arrested by the 
police near the farm, a car chase ensued 
during which the man who had been previously 
charged for the butter acid incident threw 
himself out of the van and climbed under the 
police car, enabling one of the other activists to 
run into the forest with 8 rabbits; these lucky 
few were the only ones to get away. 


Arrests of people found with incendiary devices 
have resulted in sentences for conspiracy to 
commit arson, the longest being 6 months in 
jail; some were simply electronically tagged. 
Three young men - David, Kristofer and Henrik 
- were arrested in 1998 after they had released 
a total of 1000 mink from two different fur 
farms on the same night. Their trial became a 
big media event about the fur trade with a 
support campaign for the arrested men; the 
courts were fenced off and guarded by riot 
police with helicopter surveillance overhead 
which was all very controversial. Following the 
arrests, the fur industry thought they had seen 
the last of raids on fur farms, but within a week, 
another 3 fur farms had been raided and lots of 
fur shop windows smashed in acts of solidarity. 


Two of the men were sentenced to 4 months 
each and one to community service because of 
his youth; all three had to pay significant 
compensation to the raided fur farmers. 

At around this time the Swedish ALF 
supporters group was started and began 
publishing a magazine about direct action 
within the movement; Kristofer, one of those 
arrested for the fur farm raids, took on the role 
of press officer for the Swedish ALF. 


THE “NEW” DBF 


A beagle called Angel rescued from animal 
experimentation at the Uppsala veterinary 
school just before the World Day for laboratory 
Animals was to be the catalyst for further 
change. After the raid, a group sent out a press 
release in which they stated that they were 
reclaiming the name of the DBF from Emilie 
E:son and urged all other Swedish animal 
rights activists to do the same. Some infighting 
ensued with Emilie E:son condemning other 
DBF-activists to the media as fakes and those 
releasing minks as ‘loonies’. Swedish activists 
appear to have ignored her rant and have 
claimed all actions since then — including arson 
— under the universal international ALF banner. 


SOME UNUSUAL ACTIONS & GROUPS 


Some unusual actions have taken place in 
Sweden. Owls and a wolf have been liberated 
from zoos (the wolf was sadly killed by a car 
four months after she was released but 
appears to have been in good health at the 
time). In Malmo, an exhibition in a museum 
exhibiting several pregnant rats in a cage filled 
with traps was destroyed; in another exhibition 
in Umea, activists liberated a fish from a small 
aquarium atop a high pedestal. 


In 1998, activists claimed an action in which 
battery hens were liberated under the 
name“Commando Astrid Lindgren” after the 
famous author known for her outspoken views 
against battery hen farms. 15 pigs have been 
liberated from the meat trade in various raids. 
A group called the ALF internet division carried 
out attacks via the internet. They mail-bombed 
SMI, a primate lab in Stockholm with 
thousands of e-mails effectively crashing their 
server on a number of occasions. Another new 
group called "Lets puke on the fur trade!” pours 
a mixture that looks and smell like vomit over 
fur shops windows to make the fur shop 
owners nauseous! 


INTO 2000 WITH A STRATEGY 


Groups like DBF and DVM entered the new 
millenium with infrequent but strategically well 
planned raids. Many of these focused on 
issues which the animal rights movement has a 
fair chance of winning. One chinchilla farm was 
totally emptied of chinchillas and was closed 
down as a result. Another chinchilla farmer had 
his house and car repainted and smashed five 
times in 6 months and 2 chinchilla farmers 
stopped farming because they feared 
becoming the ALF’s next target. In September 
2001, at a time when there had been few fur 
farm raids, the ALF and the Wild Minks struck 
together in a well planned raid against 
Svenljunga Mink, a fur farm food co-operative 
owned by the fur farmers who distribute food to 
one fifth of all the fur farmers in Sweden. 
Three lorries and one car were totally 
destroyed by the incendiary devices the 
activists planted. The ALF liberated 63 hens 
from a battery farm well known for breaking the 
animal protection laws; all 63 hens were 
homed. 


Direct action increased in 2002 and within the 
first 6 months, at least 60 direct actions had 
been claimed. 


Following the attack on the fur farm food co- 
operative in 2001, fur farmers announced that 
they were prepared for anything; nothing could 
have been further from the truth in March 2002 
when in three separate raids, 3 fur farms — two 
in Northern Sweden, and one in the South - 
were emptied of all their breeding minks before 
they had been mated. At least one farmer said 
he would probably have to close down as a 
result. 


Fur farms were not the only targets — there 
was also a big increase in regular attacks on 
fur shops in Stockholm, Uppsala, Vimmerby, 
Lund, Malmo and Gothenburg. Windows were 
smashed, locks glued, slogans sprayed and 
gates in front of the fur shops locked together 
with big bicycle locks. 


Rabbit farms seem to have become one of the 
Swedish ALF's most recent projects; every 
year, around 220,000 rabbits are slaughtered in 
Sweden for meat and numbers are on the 
increase. In February 2001, the ALF raided a 
rabbit farm and liberated 25 rabbits and took 
50 breeding cards. Later that year, they raided 
another farm in Laholm, from which they 
liberated 13 rabbits and and stole breeding 
cards as well as smashing the offices. 


At the time, it appeared that the farmer might 
close down, but in the summer of 2002, the 
ALF made a return visit and found the farm still 
operative so they liberated 189 rabbits, several 
of which were pregnant and two days later, the 
then empty farm was burned down by the 
Animal Rights Militia thereby preventing further 
use of the building. Most recently, another 
rabbit farm and slaughterhouse in Enkoping 
was raided and 71 rabbits rescued, The 
frequency of raids on rabbit farms have made 
farmers paranoid and they have threatened to 
use violence should they ever catch any animal 
rights campaigners. 


Direct action appears to be continually on the 
increase, proving that the ALF is definitely in 
Sweden for keeps. 


For more information about the Swedish ALF; 


Djurens Befrielse Fronts Stodgrupp 
(DBF SG) 

(Swedish ALF Supporters group) 
Box 919 

S- 11479 Stockholm 

Sweden 

e-mail:dbfsg@hotmail.com 
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Dear Arkangel, 


Could you print this in a forthcoming issue 
of the magazine? As you will see, there’s 
a very important principle at stake here, 
likely to have far reaching consequences 
for many libertarians. 


Long term US anarchist prisoner Harold 
H. Thompson is challenging a decision 
that will determine whether inmates 
across the US are able to receive mail 
with a ‘political content’. Currently 
between 22,000 and 25,000 prisoners 
receive anarchist, environmental or 
animal rights literature. Thompson has 
been pursuing the case for over two years 
now for this legal right to be maintained. 
A recent District Court setback (these 
invariably produce biased verdicts) means 
that at least a further year's intensified 
struggle will be necessary to ensure 
prisoners have continued access to what 
state governors refer to as ‘Security 
Threat Group Material’. This is a seriously 
heavyweight legal contest with far 
reaching implications for every prisoner 
held in US jails nationwide, particularly 
hose prepared to stand up and fight the 
system from behind bars. There is an 
increasing likelihood that it will finish up in 
the US Supreme court for final resolution. 
Harold needs funds to continue fighting; 
he remains convinced that the struggle 
can, and indeed must be won, and an 
awful lot of hope is riding on his 
endeavours. If the case folds through lack 
of resources then prisoners right across 
he USA will be the loser. Please help if 
you can by sending a donation to: Friends 
of Harold H Thompson, PO Box 375, 
Knaphill, Woking, Surrey GU21 2XL, 
England 


Many thanks if you can help, 


In solidarity, 
Frankie Lee 


Dear Arkangel, 


As the animal rights movement becomes 
increasingly effective, and the 
government steadily more determined to 
prop up the failing vivisection industry by 
introducing ever more draconian laws to 
curtail our activities, it is absolutely vital 
for us to be informed when we are 
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arrested and questioned by the police. 
Here are a few tips. 


The new warning about omission of 
“something you may later rely on in court” 
should be treated with the contempt it 
deserves. If you are already known to the 
police, the chances are you won't be 
given the chance to say anything anyway, 
but remember that the arresting officer 
must caution you first, otherwise the 
arrest is not lawful. Whatever they say at 
the time will probably be changed at a 
later stage anyway! 


Once arrested and at the police station, 
you are required to give your name, 
address and date of birth and NOTHING 
ELSE! 


No matter how trivial the deed for which 
you've been arrested, INSIST on having 
your solicitor sent for immediately. He/she 
will be privy to information regarding the 
circumstances of your arrest of which you 
will obviously be unaware. If the police 
get the chance to quiz you first, they will 
give the impression that they have 
information, even eye witnesses who will 
testify as to your misdemeanour, when the 
likelihood is that they have no evidence at 
all and only picked you out because they 
know you. 


NEVER sign anything at the police 
station, either on arrival or departure. 
They can insert articles which were not in 
your possession and thereby affect your 
defence. Likewise, they may retain things 
like diaries, note books, bank books etc, 
which you may not miss until you get 
home. If you have signed to say your 
property has been returned, you will have 
no redress whatsoever. 


The police can use “reasonable force” to 
take fingerprints if you refuse to co- 
operate: if you refuse, they need to obtain 
authorisation from an Inspector which is 
inconvenient for them and may delay your 
release, but if you're not in too much of a 
hurry, its worth a try. The same applies to 
DNA samples, although what constitutes 
“reasonable force” when taking a sample 
of saliva is difficult to say! 


You cannot be forced to have your 
photograph taken, or to participate in an 
ID parade, but they may set the scene 
themselves if you refuse. 


Finally, if you feel you have been 
mistreated or they did not follow proper 
procedure, COMPLAIN there and then. 


You can follow this up with a formal 
complaint; you won't get much joy, but as 
all complaints have to be recorded, it 
might just make them behave better next 
time! 


Regards, 
J Neeson 


Ed's note: If you do have a genuine 
grievance, its well worth investigating the 
possibility of taking the police to court. It’s 
a tried and tested formula, as has been 
documented elswhere. 


Dear Arkangel 


| am writing with regard to your interview 
(in Arkangel 26) with the former self- 
elected "North American Earth Liberation 
Front Press Officer". When asked what he 
felt was the most effective ELF action, 
Craig Rosebraugh stated that he felt that 
arson was the most effective tool. He 
gave this as a personal opinion. However 
the way the interview was published, it 
made it appear that the majority of ELF 
actions are arson based and that non- 
arson based actions have no merit. The 
majority of the ELF actions in Britain and 
across Europe are non-arson based. 


The cell | am involved with specialises in 
wildlife protection. One of our favourite 
tactics is tree spiking where we hammer 
150mm metal spikes into trees and then 
issue a warning to alert every one of the 
spikes. The result is that sawmill owners 
are less keen to buy the felled trees if 
there is a possibility that a spike in the 
timber will damage their sawmill blade; as 
the sawmills won't touch the wood, there 
is no profit in felling the trees in the first 
place. Consequently there is a much 
greater chance of the woodland habitat 
being left intact, which benefits all the 
animals & plants that are part of that 
ecosystem. Tree spiking is easy. Anyone 
can do it. It's also highly effective and it 
does not involve the use of any arson. 


Another of our tactics is to ecotage 
(cause economic damage) the property of 
those who seek to kill wildlife. All are 
legitimate targets, be it DEFRA badger 


killers, anglers, hunters, hare coursers, 
etc. Our tactics vary according to whom 
we are targeting but can involve 
everything from nailing shut gates used to 
access paths to kill wildlife, to directly 
destroying the property of those who 
engage in wildlife murder. 


In the past, our ELF cell has also targeted 
the Forestry Commission hitting their 
monocrop woodlands, leaving messages 
for them to "plant oak", spiking their gates 
shut, gluing their padlocks, ecotaging their 
buildings, etc. You see, we strongly 
believe that as well as protecting the last 
remaining habitats of woodland and other 
wildlife areas, we should also be actively 
helping to encourage the recreating of 
woodland and other habitats. The timber 
monocrops of the Forestry Commission 
need replacing with a range of broadleaf 
trees and our cell regards all Forestry 
Commission property as legitimate. We 
would never start a fire in a woodland 
area, however natural the means. 


The Earth Liberation Front is a vibrant 
movement that uses a range of actions, 
each uniquely designed for the task in 
hand. For example, the first GM crop 
trashing to occur in Ireland was carried 
out by the 'Gaelic Earth Liberation Front. 
The Elves involved trashed the field, 
achieved international media attention 
and managed to ensure there was no 
danger to any animal hiding within the 
crop. A fire could easily have killed 
animals and spread to destroy plant 
species other than the GM crop targeted. 
In the mid 90s, Elves raided and ecotaged 
the London Government offices of the 
Department of Transport, whilst leaving 
the offices of the Department of 
Environment (which is housed in the 
same building) unharmed. An arson 
attack on the building would not have 
achieved the same results as did this very 
brilliant and daring raid. Don't get me 
wrong - where arson is the best tool 
available, it is used eg: the Whatley 
Quarry action, the Sainsburys 
Supermarket action in the South East of 
England, etc. But certainly, under no 
circumstance, is arson always the best 
tool to use. The Earth Liberation Front is 
ten years old this year! Long live the 
Earth Liberation Front. 


Here's to the next Ten Years! 


Merrymeet the ELF 


Dear Arkangel 


As the anniversary of the death of Barry 
Horne approaches, it's worth reflecting on 
the direction and future of the movement 
in which Barry so totally believed. Barry's 
example was not a guilt trip to coerce us 
into all following the same path but a 
rallying cry for us all to fight this liberation 
struggle with everything we've got and in 
whatever way we are able. In many 
respects, Barry was just an ordinary man 
with a family with all the hopes and 
desires after which we all hanker, but like 
the rest of us in the animal liberation 
movement he was driven by that sense of 
injustice and anger at the way human 
society has condemned our animal 
cousins to a living hell. We all find it 
difficult at times to deal with the sheer 
scale of this war and it's possible (and 
sometimes necessary) for people to step 
back to alleviate the strain. We must 
however never forget that for the animals, 
there is no respite and the movement as 
a whole must be pushing forward at all 
times. 


The future for the animal liberation 
movement lies with us all being 
imaginative and not always waiting to be 
told what to do. We all have a capacity to 
initiate some form of protest or action and 
therein lies one of our strengths. Some 
campaigns require strong leadership but 
even here each individual has a 
responsibility to ensure that campaigns 
retain a cutting edge. No ground will be 
given to any movement that isn’t prepared 
to stand and fight and bare it's teeth when 
necessary. The intolerance shown by the 
government and authorities to the animal 
liberation movement are real signs that 
this fight is one in which we are gaining 
the upper hand. The achievements of the 
animal liberation movement to date are 
amazing but the task ahead is a very 
tough one, and each one of us must be 
prepared to maximize our input. A 
movement that is strong and vibrant will 
always attract the necessary new blood to 
keep it moving forward. 


Barry Horne was an ordinary man 
possessed of extraordinary courage. His 
lasting legacy to the animal liberation 
movement must surely be one of 
commitment and belief. We have to stay 
the course and never stop believing that 
we all have a vital role to play in winning 
the greatest liberation struggle of them all. 


We are the people making a stand for our 
sisters and brothers who daily suffer the 
brutality of our own kind — the question is 
- do we possess the strength and 
commitment to bring it to an end? 


MEL 


Dear Arkangel, 


Am | the only one to notice that people 
seem to have let Barry Horne’s death slip 
by largely unnoticed? Surely it is an 
indictment against us as a movement if 
we do not honour such a sacrifice with 
the full recognition it deserves? We 
should have all been stirred into feverish 
activity when his death was announced, 
yet nothing really changed...The only 
people that visibly gave a toss were those 
that took the trouble (a) to attend his 
funeral, and (b) to organise and attend 
the punk gig — which, granted, wasn't 
necessarily to everyone’s taste, but it was 
a statement of solidarity. You didn't need 
to have known the guy to know how 
committed he was — his actions spoke for 
themselves. You didn’t even necessarily 
have to have agreed with the actions that 
got him imprisoned in the first place. 
What's clear is that his commitment was 
second to none, and so should ours be. 
What's happened to everyone?! Hello - 
are you out there? Come on guys — we 
may not all have the courage that Barry 
Horne had — that's pretty rare - but we all 
have something to offer the movement — 
each and every one of us must and 
should do everything within our capacity 
to make the movement stronger, to show 
the government that we have neither 
forgotten Barry, nor their broken 
promises, but most importantly, that we 
have not forgotten and never will forget 
the animals dying out there every 
millisecond of every day around this globe 
of ours. 


Love and Liberation 
Name and address supplied 
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nternat 


Until a few years ago, culling was the preferred method of canine population 
control in India, but this was outlawed and replaced by sterilisation projects. The 
primary aim of dog shelters in India is to sterilise as many bitches and dogs as 
possible, and this already appears to be having a positive impact in several areas. 


ial bitches can produce two litters a 
year; the puppies are then at risk from 
disease, starvation, road accidents or general 
abuse. In the Indian climate, injuries can 
become maggot infested in a few hours leaving 
the animal to be eaten alive. 


There are three main shelters in Goa which 
sterilise 30-50 dogs a week; These are 
returned to the streets after a fortnight; those 
deemed unsuitable for release remain at the 
shelters. 15-20 stray/dumped puppies end up 
at the shelters every week - it's considered by 
some shelters that there is no viable alternative 
to euthanasia where homes can only be found 
for perhaps 5 of the above, so the weak, the 
sick and the very young are destroyed. 
Shelters without a euthanasia policy can 
expect to see the puppies they do not rehome 
die a slow and painful death from disease. 


Status is important in India, and people prefer 
dogs that look like pedigrees; male puppies are 
usually rehomed but people are reluctant to 
take even those bitches that have been 
spayed; dogs are wanted predominantly to 
guard homes and since it's believed that dogs 
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and not bitches are best suited to this role, the 
prospects for scrawny puppies or females are 
bleak. 


Treatment at the shelters is not restricted to 
neutering and spaying - the sick and the 
injured are also tended. Most common are 
mange (a huge problem in Goa), fly strike and 
road casualties. Mange, which is incredibly 
itchy and in the entirely denuded animal can be 
the cause of sores, blistering and sunburn, is 
easily eradicated with an injection or a series 
of baths in anti-parasitic solution: Vitality and 
fur are rapidly restored after treatment. 


Due partly to mange and partly because they 
are seen as scavengers, dogs are regarded as 
unclean and often violently shunned by 
communities despite the fact that they pose no 
real threat; rabies is extremely rare and 
diseases such as distemper etc pose no threat 
to humans. Ignorance is the worst problem, 
resulting in abuse even from the smallest 
children, and is all the more heartbreaking 
given the sweet - if a little wary - disposition of 
these animals. 
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LIFE IN THE SHELTERS 


Conditions seen in one Goa shelter have been 
described as little short of barbaric; some staff 
are keen to improve standards, but on the 
whole, compassion is sadly lacking. Paid staff 
(cooks, cleaners, dog catchers etc) often 
brutalise the animals indiscriminately. The 
majority of these dogs are cowed and terrified 
and life doesn’t get much better during their 
stay at the shelters - they are confined to tiny 
cages, never walked, and intimidated by staff 
who regularly beat them with sticks, punch 
them, shout at and throw stones at them. 
Frequent carelessness by staff has been 
known to result in cages being left open 
leaving puppies to run riot in busy traffic 
outside or kittens to be killed by dogs. Feeding 
procedures are haphazard and unmonitored, 
with weaker puppies succumbing to starvation 
unable to compete. Dogs are often found dead 
for apparently inexplicable reasons - closer 
examination often reveals death by strangula- 
tion, beating and in one case from being 
doused in boiling water; entire litters along with 
nursing mothers are thus mysteriously 
“eradicated”, with little concern shown by the 
workers, who blame these deaths on nearby 
residents. 


Qualified vets are unavailable, barring the 
twice weekly visits of a qualified surgeon who 
comes in to operate; an unqualified assistant 
devoid of any compassion is responsible for 
the animal's welfare at all other times. He has 
been seen to clean maggot wounds without 
sedatives or analgesics, to incorrectly 
administer vaccines and wormers to puppies 
which have died as a result and is known for 
pilfering medicines which he uses for private 
clients. Reputable vets in the area are horrified 
that such a man should have up to 100 
animals in his care. 
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The concept of disease prevention is entirely 
alien to those on the project and where a little 
sanitation would go a long way to minimising 
disease outbreaks, instead there is a cycle of 
constant re-infection from bodies buried in 
shallow graves which are dug up by other 
animals or from cross-infection from unisolated 
carriers/sufferers; dogs coming in for free sterili- 
sation often pick up diseases at the centre and 
die there several weeks later. Animals are 
normally left to die naturally from any one of 
these extraordinarily virulent diseases, and 
since some of the trustees are opposed to 
euthanasia, they die without intervention or 
pain relief. Suggestions for improvement from 
foreigners are met with disdain by the trustees, 
who are at pains to point out that things are 
different in India than elsewhere. 


THE WAY FORWARD 


Anna Wells provided Arkangel with detailed 
accounts of her observations on which the 
above piece is based. After witnessing a 
catalogue of acts of mindless cruelty at the 
local shelter, she and her companion decided 
to sever all ties and to work independently, 
assisted by and learning much from a 
sympathetic local vet, cooking food for the 
street and beach dogs, treating them for 
mange, injuries and worms; as a result, they 
were able to save many lives. 


KAILASH: 
THE STORY OF AN INDIAN STREET DOG 


Varanasi is situated on the banks of the 
Ganges, and is the ultimate place of pilgrimage 
for a Hindu, where the sins of this and previous 
lives can be washed away in the waters of the 
river. “The ghats (steps leading to the river) are 
a hive of activity; funeral pyres stacked high for 
cremations, saffron clad pilgrims and holy men 
chanting, people praying, buffaloes being 
washed — and dying dogs and puppies 
everywhere...How can these holy people and 
pilgrims ignore such suffering around them? 

.| could only think of two answers... “Karma” 
and the second: ” if you were born into a world 
where extreme poverty and suffering were 
commonplace...in a country where even 
human life is not valued, would you care about 
the dying dogs all around you?” 

Kailash was born in this sacred city to an alpha 
male and a starving bitch whose main need 
was to find food to survive. He and the other 
puppies in the litter were pretty much left to 
fend for themselves, and at 3 weeks old would 
sit on the ghats hoping for scraps from 
passers-by. 

Gradually, all the puppies, now infested with 
mange, fleas and worms disappeared until 
Kailash was the only one left. Rescued by 
Anna and her partner, he was treated for his 
ailments, and carried around in style wherever 
they went, either in a hat or a rucksack’and 
smuggled into guesthouses with them. He was 
so tiny that he had to dodge blackbirds who 
tried to peck him, and birds of prey which 
circled overhead, but he was safe. Or at least 
he was for three months... 

After making a recovery from his illness, 
Kailash contentedly travelled wherever he was 
taken, even attending a screening of the 
Matrix; he was in his element when they 
arrived in Goa where he explored the areas 
and beaches surrounding his home. There he 


Because the problem in India is so 
monumental, it is incumbent upon anyone who 
is able, to help those over there tackling the 
problem. Anna and her companion now have a 
2 year contract at the English run International 
Animal Rescue centre which she has asked us 
to highlight. They are a well organised, 
professional charity with 3 full time vets and 
experienced staff. All the dogs are walked, well 
fed and cared for during their stay at the centre 
which also boasts the only cattery in Goa. 
Apart from treatment and sterilisation of dogs 
and cats, many other animals are treated at 
the centre, including cows and monkeys; IAR 
also try to educate people about animal 
welfare, a subject which comes pretty low on 
the agenda of a country steeped in poverty 
with a population of a billion people and almost 
as many dogs. Anna’s final words in her letter 
were: “Il am determined to make a difference 
even if it is just a small one” — we should ALL 
do the same.... Please send whatever you can 
to: 


International Animal Rescue 
Lime House 

Regency Close 

Uckfield 

East Sussex TN22 1DS 


Cheques made payable to International 
Animal Rescue 


Or to make a Credit Card donation 
telephone 01825 767688 


found a playmate called Rani and they became 
inseparable, but their games and chases in the 
sand were to be short lived; Rani became ill 
and before she could be placed in care, a 
restaurant owner clubbed her to death, fearing 
she was rabid. She had in fact contracted 
distemper, for which there is a slim chance of a 
cure if diagnosed early enough; it is a real 
killer in India, and Kailash was soon to display 
signs of the disease, including the convulsions 
known as “St Vitus dance” which appear during 
the closing stages of the illness, at which point 
there is little hope of a cure even in countries 
where veterinary expertise is readily available. 
Kailash never made it to the safe haven of 
England Anna had promised him. He died at 4 
months; virtually all his hair had grown back. 
Kailash was neither the first nor the last puppy 
Anna tried to save, but he has become the 
driving force behind what she and her partner 
are now doing. 

It is in his memory and for all those that have 
died and will die - most of them having never 
even experienced a kind word - that all of us 
must work together to make the world a better 
place. 


“The dying wait; will you let them go under?” 
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